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‘The Hon A P Montegriffo, OBE - Minister for Medical and Health

REPOXT OF THZ PRCCZEZDINGS CF THE HCUSZ OF ASSENBLY

The Sixteenth Meeting of the First Session of the Third House
of Assenmbly held in the Assercbly Chanler on Wednesday . the
31st October, 1979, at the hour of 10.30 o clock in the
forenoon.

PRESENT:
.
Mr SpeaXZer o« o o . e o ¢ o o o

« (In the Chair)
(Lhe Hon A J Vasquez, CB , MA)

GOVERNLZENT ¢

The Hon Sir Joshua Hassan, CBZ, MVO, QC, JP - Chief Minister ;
The Hon A J Canepa -~ Minister for Labour and Social Security
The Hon H J Zamaitt ~ Minister for Housing and Sport I

Services .

The Fon Mejor F J Dellipiani, ED - ¥inister for Education

The Hon I Abecasis - Minlster for Tourism and Postal Services

The Hon A W Serfaty, OBE, JP - Minister for Trade and Economic
Levelopment ’

The Eon ¥ K Featherstone - Minister for Public Works

The Hon Dr R G Valarino - Minister for Municipal Services

The Hon D Hull - Attorney-General

The Eon R J Wallace, CMG, OBE - Fihancial and Development
Secretary

The Hon J B Perez
O0PPO0SITION:
The HKon P J Isola;, OBE - Leader of the Opposition .
The Hon Kajor R J Peliza
The Eon G T Restano
The Hon J Bossano
IN ATTEKDANCE: _
P A Garbarino, Esg, ¥BE, ED - Clerk of the House of Assembly .
PRAYER {
'b
Ar Spezker recited the prayer. . "
OATH OF ALLEGIANCE OF NZW MIMBERS

The Hon R’ ﬁdllace, Financial and Development Secretary took :
the Oath of Allegiznce.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

¥r Speaker, I would like on.behalf of MNembers on this side,' . ) |
and I am sure I am also volcing the feelings of kembers of :
the opposite side, to welcome Mr Wallace, our new Financial . B

and Development Secretary. He has a distinguished service
behind him which I think makes him eminently sultoble for
the task ne has undertaken. I thirk he is the Tirst fermer
Governor that we have here as Financial and Development
Secretary and we are very proud of his previous record and
wish him well in the future.

HON P J ISOLA:

I would like to endorse what the Honourable and Learrned the
Chief Minister has said. We, too, would like to welcore the
Financial and Development Secretary to this House. Ve hope
he has a happy time with us, it may be a little difficult at
times, but I am sure that provided he shows the robustness
and forthrightness of his predecessor, we will be quite happy
on this side of the House. We wish him well,

MR SPEAKER:

May I Jjoin in the words of welcome that have been expressed by
the Chief Minister and the Leader cf the Opposition and may I
wish you every good fortune in your duties as a MNember of the
House.

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPNENT SECRETARY:

.Mr Spegker, Sir, Honourzble Chief Minister, Honoursble and

Learned Leader of the Opposition, I am grateful to you tor
the kind words of welcome thut you have given today and, if
I may say so, they reflect fully the attitude cf the pecple
here in Gibraltar since our arrival siXx weeks ago. I assure
you that I shall do my best to be a true servant of this
House and I am sure that I have much to learn and I am sure
that you will teach me. Thank you, M¥r Speaker, Sir.

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES

The Minutes of the Meeting held on the 25th June, 1579, having
been previously circulated, were taken as read and confirmcd,.

DOCUNMENTS IAID

The Hon the Minister for Labour and Social Sccurity, laid on
“he table the following documents:

’ (1) The Employment Survey Report - April, 1979.

(2) The Prison (Amendment) Regulations, 1979.

(3) The John Mackintosh Fome Accounts for the year ended
31st December, 1978.

Ordered to lie.
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The Eon the
trhe table t!

(1)
(2)
(3)

Ai
e

nister for Medical and Health Services laid on
he following cdocumentis:

The Hospital (Fees and Charges) (Amendment) Rules, 197S.
The Equine Animals (Importation) Rules, 1579.

‘The Animals and Birds (Amendment) Rules, 1979.

Ordered to lie.

The Hon »he Mlnister for Education laid on the table the
following document:

The John Mackintosh Hall Accounts for the year ended
21st March, 1979.

Ordered to lie.

The Hon the Minister for Tourism and Postal Services laid on
"the takle the following docunents:

(1)
(2)

The Tourist Survey Report - 1978.

The Rritish Cermmonwealth and Foreign Parcel Post
(Arendrment ) Regulations, 1979.

Ordered to lie.

The Hon the Attorney-General laid on the t able the following
dacuments: ’

(1)

(2)

The Copjright (International Conventions) (Amendment )
Order, 1978 .

Tre Copyright (International Conventions) (Amendment)
Ordsr, 1979.

Ordered to 1le.

The Hon the Financial and Development Secretary laid 6n the -
table the following documrentis:

(1) The Wireless Telegraphy (Amendment ) Regulations, 1979.
(2) Supélementary Estimates Consolicated Fund (No 2 of
1575/80).
(3) Supplementary Estimates Improvement and Development
Fund (No 2 of 1979/80).
(4) Staterment of Consolidated Fund Re-Allocations approved by
the Financial and Leveloprment Secretary (No 2 of 1979/80).
(5) Statement of Ccnsolidated Fund Re-Allocations approved by
the Financial and Tevelopment Secretary (No 3 of 1579/80).
(6) taterent of Improvement and Develonment FPund re-Allocations
approved by the Pinancial and Development Secretary (No 1 of
1979/80). ) "
Ordered to lie. ' ) : !
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REPORTS OF COWMITTEES

The Hon the Minister for~Laboﬁr and Socisl Security lsid on

-the t able the Report of the Select Coxzmittee on the Declara-

ti9n of Members' Interests.
Ordered to lie. .

ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

The House recessed at 1.10.pm.
The House resumed at 3.20 pm.
THE ORDER OF THE DAY.

MR SPEAKER:

The Honourable the Chief Minister, the Minister for Labour
and Social Security, the Minister for Housing and Sport, the

Minister for Tourism and Postal Services and the Kinister for .

Municipal Services have all given notice that they wish to
make statements. I will therefore now call on the honourable
the Chief Minister to meke his statement.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

Thank you, Mr Speaker. During budget time, earlier this year,
in my statement on the Estimates of Expenditure, I informed
the House that I had approached Her Majesty's Government for
ad hoc financial assistance to assist Gibraltar at a partic-
ularly difficult time. The mein reasons were the need for
the Gibraltar Government to raise ccnsiderable sums of ‘money
through taxation - because, inter alie, of the effects of
introducing parity - and the limitations on the scope of
increasing indirect taxes.

2. There has been some pressure in the press for me to make
a statement on Her Majesty's Government's decision not to
approve this request for additional aid. I have resisted
this pressure as I believed that I should first report to
this House.

3. "he request for sid arose out of my meeting with the
former Secrctary of State, Lr David Cwen, in Januery tais
year. The purpose of that meeting was primarily to take
stock of the situation vis-a-vis Spain following the meeting
of the Vorking Parties in Madrid in Tecember last year. How-
ever, before we began cur discussion on this subject Dr'Owen
asked me, genersally, what sort of problems we were fecing.

I replied that a difficult budget would probably be necessary

and saild that I proposed to take up the gquestion of the
financial situation with the Foreign and Commonwealth Office.
I must make it clesr thut there was no guestion of Dr Owen
entering into any commitment on this subject or, indeed,
encouraging me to pursue it.

L.
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L. On 2nd April, after the Government had gone inuo the
Tinancial situation in det21l, I put my request for considera-
tion of possible zid in respe:t of certain particular items of
expenditure amounting in all to gbout half a million pounds to
trhe Foreign and Commonwealth Office through the Governor. I
explained the steps thut we ourselves were taking to reduce
the deficits on the public utilities and make them self-
supporting, the lov level of our reserves, the inhibitions on
the greater development of the private sector, the disporpor-
tionately higher costs of providing esscntial services in a
small community, the situation in relation ' to direct taxation
in the middle income groups as conpared with that in Britain
and the dangers of severe inflation if we went too far in in-
creasing indirect taxation.

5. In short, I belleved we had a good case for seeking ad hoe

assistance, sho*t o budgetary £i1 as such, and was aimed et .
strengthening the small surplus that we had been able to pro-
vide with the measures of tzxation we introduced.

6. The reply to ﬁJ letter was dated the 29th June and I would

"lixe to pause theré and remind Members that between the 2nd

April and 29th June a small incident occurred in the United
Kingdom as a result of which there was a change of Government.
This made the following points:

(1) UK ¥inisters had noted and welcomed the steps
which Gioraltar Ministershad taken towards setting
in order the finances of the Gibraltar Government;

{(2) UK Ministers had synpathy for our riscal problems
but attention was drawn to the steps which were
being taxen in Britain's own difficult financial
situstion and the suggestion was made that further
consideration might be given to reducing expendi-
ture and to 1ncheasing indirect taxation despite

the inflationary impact;

(3) 1in reaching their conclusion on this matter, UK
¥inisters had naturally had regard to their own
economic strategy, including the reduction of
public expenditure in real terms and the con-
straints on the aid budget;

(4) 1t was pointed out that consideratle provision
had already been made for Gibraltar under various
ald programmes and through the 1978-81 aid prog-
ramme in particular. Gibraltar was acknowledged
to be a special case - hence its inclusion in the
aid programme despite a Gross National Product
per head which would normally disbar a territory
from consideration for aid; but the case for
granting Gibraltar additicnal financial help when
the ald programmes for other dependent territories
were being cut was not accepted.

5.

7. I telieve that I acted correctly in putting a case to
the British Governrent for ad hoc assistcncee in @ purtic-
ularly difficult year. I have equally no doubt thet I wes
right in not pressing the case in the light of the reply
received. There are some who would like to place sinister
interpretations on the decision of the British Government
against meeting my request.. There are very many of us who
cannot but agree that, at a time when the Iritish Govern-
ment is attempting to put its own financial house in order
through drastic cuts in expenditure, including cuts not
only in overseas aid but in regional aid within Britain
itself, it is not unreasonable that Gibraltar should be
asked to follow a similar path - as indeed we are trying
to do through our Expenditure Committee.

8. While we will continue to look to Britain for develop- )
ment aid in the future because Gibraltar is acknowledged

to he a special case, and for so long as the need continues,
I think it would have been wrong, in today's economic cir-
cumstances in Britain, and in the light of the financial
policies of the present British Government, to have pursued
the request for special aid any further.

HOM P J ISOLA:

May I enjoin what the Chief Minister has said in relation
to resding into the decision of Her Majesty's Government
anything other than a purely financial decision. V2 do
not consider on this side of the House for one ninute that
the decision of the British Government not to give the eid
requested is in any way connected, in any shape or form,
with any attempt to put any sort of pressure on Gibraltar
and we certainly would dissociate ourselves from any state-
ments that may have been made to ‘that effect. However, we
feel bound to say that, and we ask the Chief NMirister to
take into account in lookirg at the affairs of the Govern-
ment end the estimates of the Gibraltar Government, that
there is in Britain a new Government in power which is
likely to remain there for five years with a very definite
financial and fiscal policy and that Gibraltar is hardly
in a rosition to be able to aisagree with it, if-I may say,
so in practicsl terms, and Lhot the Government should very
much bear in mind the fact that in the next few yeers any
requests for aid from Gibraltar are likely to be loocked at
from the point of view of whether they achieve the objects
that are asked for and there is likely to be a very close
look taken into the way the Gibraltar Government administers
its finances and how efficient 1t has been. I will not go
into the April budget debate because that is water under
the bridge but I trust that the lesson the Government may
have learnt from this is that there is going to be a need
in Gibraltar and I would ask the Chief Minister whether he
would not agree with me that there is a need in Gibraltar
to become efficient and can the Government assure me that
the Government has learnt that lesson?

6. .
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KON CHIZF MINISTIR:

I would like to szy a few words. I am very glad to hear the
Honourable and learned the Leacer of the Opposition express
himself in the terms he has expressed nimself z«t the beginning
of his intervention. Ve azre very.conscious of the point that
he has raised.. My Honourable Friend on my left, the kinister

for Labour and Social Security, is working with other colleagues

ané other Members of the Government very hard on the Expenditure
Committee and we hope to receive support .for certain measures
that will come to the House from tiue to time in this respect.
I did say, when I started my statement, that there had been a
slight incident between the 2nd of April and the 29th of June
and that is precisely what the Leader of the Oppositior. has
highlighted and we are very conscious of that and we are also
very conscious that avart from any efforts that can be made

by the Zzpenditure Coamittee oy looking after the pennies and
‘'so on and for as long as we don't get pressure why shouldn't

we give this up or why should we increase this or the other

in the course of questions whicl is sometimes contradictory

to an attempt to save money, I think that that alone will not
enough if there is really the will on the part of everybody
employed in the public sector, particularly in the Government,
to pull together  in a aii'ficult time 'and to bring the question
of cost consciousness which I think is permeating ‘down the line
both by the work of the Expenditure Committee and, if I may say
so, too, by the work of the Public Accounts Committee, that
this is the only way in which we can make people cost conscious
and we can maXe the best because if we could produce & little
mors I think we woula have no problems whatsoever in our
economic difficulties,

¥R SPZAKER:
I will then call on the Minister for Labour and Social Security.
HON A J CANEPA:

Mr Speaker, on 10 October 1979, the Government gave the
reasons for allowing substantial increases in the controlled
price of bread. - The information which the Government gave at
. the time was very much in line with that prov1cgd,on previous
occasions when there have also been substantial%lncreases in
the price of bread. MNey I take this opportunit)l to remind
the Iouse that, in July 1$78, sliced brezd was increased by
Lp and other loaves by 329, whilst in October 1976, sliced
bread was increased by 33p &nd other loaves by 3p. Given
that the price of bread was generally lower in 1978, and even
more so in 1976 than at present, it can therefore be said
that, in percen taae ter.g, the previous increases that I have
referred to were in fact higher than the latest one. The
reasons for the last ircrease are very similar to those of
the previous increases because, since the Inguiry into the
BaXery Industry in Noverber 15673, the Government has used
the cost formula estsblished by thzat Iaquiry in order to con-
sider, in great detail and with the utmost care, any applica- - .
tions for increases in the price of bresd.

7-

The object of this statement is to rcfute the totelly unin-
formed and rash speculsaticen recently induliea irn by @& renber
of the Democratic Party of British Cibrultar ir a letter to
the 'Giboraltar Chronicle' on 17 Octoter. It must surely be
clear to everyone thot, for obvious reasons, neither Govern-
ment nor the trcde want such increases. But il any trsde or

_industry suffers higher costs arising from wzge settlements,

increases in the price of mterials, etc, snd the prices of
its products are tightly controlled by Governrment, then it is
only fair that these increases should be passed on if proved
to be justified. With the low percentage profit margin of
4.16% on turnover allowed by Government, no firm coulcd be
expected to absorb increases even smaller than those that have
had to be covered on this occasion.

I-will provide the House with as much detail as is possible,
consistent with the obligation which Government undertakes

when it requires the trade to supply informaticn which is of
a confidential nature. Due.care must be taken not be betray
this confidence while at the same time making it clesr thet
;he increases have not been approved capriciously or reck-
essly.

With regard to the wages and szlaries payable by fhe tfcde,
the numbers allowed for now are 90 industrials for production,

“distribution, etc, 20 shop ass istants for retail outlets, and

12 clerical/executive stalf to deal with administration. 1In
so far ss industrials are concerned, allcwance has been nade
for wage increases of 14% plus £1 per week, in line with the
offer made in the public sector. The increases for shop
assistant consist of £6 a week at the mexirum und those for
non-industrials are in the line with increases in the public
sector, with which they are analogued. In zddition, it should
be borne in mind that bakers work a 60 hr week, and that they
are therefore paid 20 hours at overtime rates. These in-
creases, taken together, are very substantial and in fact
account for slightly over 70% of the total increase in prices.

. As is generally known, the price of fuel o0ill hos been in-

creasing at an alarming rate in the last few years. In Varch
this year, gas-oil used by the oeskeries suffered an incre_se
of 5%p per gallon (from L6p to 513p); in Nay it went up by.
another 3p, and agaln in August by a further 102p. Taken
together, these increases account for sbout. 7% of the total
increase.

Social Insurence contributions payable by employers went up
in 1979 by 72p for a male adult and 63p for a female adult,
and therefore constitute a substantial burden in respect of
about 120 employees. .

Although the price of flour has remained fairly static, other
baking ingredlents, notebly yeast, have suffered high in-
creases at source, whilst recently increased charges for
electrigity and water have also to be included. Lastly, the

8.
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profit margin of q.léﬂ on turnover which I have previously
refarred to hzs to be alloiei for. In Noverrer 1973 the
Inqguiry Report recomrmended & margin of 55, but the Covernment
did not accept this and L,1€: has been maintained.

In order to recoup these expenses, the production side of the
industry has to be carefully exanined, and this is where I
have 'to be careful not to divulge trade confidentiality. But
I can definitely state that the speculation by a member of the
Democratic Party of 3ritish Gibraltar to which I have referred
is widely off the mark. ©Not only *c the weighted average in-
crease per loaf not Lp, but in fact 33p, but the number of
loaves and rolls sold in Gibraltar is well below his assump~
tions.

If the level of con’unpt;on of bread assumed in the Democratic
Party of British Gibraltar's merter's letter were correct, it
wouldbe necessary to import slightly more than double the
guantity of flour actuallj imported for bread production.

..Electioneering is all very well but, if I may .advise a beginner

if’ tuken to excess it is self-defeating.

Tre various weights of cdifferent types of controlled loaves
are published in the Gouvernment Gazette and this information
should enable Mermbers opposite to arrive at a much more

accurate figure of the loaves actually produced by the industry.

¥ay I conclude by re-assuring Hon lembers and consumers that
the most careful and scrupulous investigations are carried out .
ty the Trading Standards and Consurer Protecticn Department
before the Government authorises any increcase in the price of
controlled commodities, let alone in the case of bread, which |
is the most ba31c of all commodities and is so highly emotive.
It is difficult © iragine what the Government could possibly
hope to gain by epproving increases which are bound to be un-—-
popular.. The Government approves them only because it is

fully satisfied that they are fair and Justified.

HCN P J ISOLA:

Could I ask the Minister, I don't think he has said it in the
statement. ‘hat was the percentage increase; on average,
allowed? : .

HON A J CANZPA:

Mo I haven't got it in my statement. T said that the weighted

average was 3zp. Loaves of tresad vary considerably in price
from about 21p  or 22p to 28p or 29p.

~HON P J ISOLA:

I appreclste that but what was the average percentage in-
crease allowance on price?

90

i
:
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HON & J CANEPA:
About 15%.
HON P J ISOLA:

Can I ask the Minister, did the Government have figures of the
actual number of loaves of bread sold in different respects
and the amount produced of what was sold and what was not
sold? ’

HON A J CANEPA:

The trade deces provide this information for the Government
every time it makes a claim in order to substantiate that
claim and in order to enable Government to know how the money
can be recouped.

HON P J ISOIA:

And can I ask the ¥inister, how far is the Government abl.
check these rigures, on who does it rely for checking %!
figures on the trade, they have auditors that certifJ tuen,
or how do they check it?

HON A J CANEPA:

Generally, whenever the Government requires audited accounts
in consideration of any claim for an increase in the price of
any controlled commodity the accounts are provided. The re-
port of the inquiry carried out in 1973 that I have referred
to gave very.detailed information of & ccnfidentisl nature
which was not made public; the report was divided into 5
sections and sections L and 5 were not published, they were
only for use by Government and thelr very detailed informa-
tion on the production side was made available to the
Government and that has been used year after year revised
with changing circumstances because some types of loaves have
become less popular than others and they have been replaced
by others but we do monitor the situation and we =2re avle to
keep a very close checX on the importation of flour and
naturally if there is a drop in production we expect to see

a drop in the number of beags imported for this purpdse, for
tread produvction. It 1s the Trading Standards Department
which does this work for me.

HON P J ISOILA:

0f course, flour is used for other purposes than bread but can
I ask the Minister, 1s there a trend towards a more expsnsive
type of bread and 1is production and consumption of the more
expensive type of bread in facit on the upgrade end does this
not have an effect on margins?

10.



HON 4 J CalZPA:

Yes, I would say that people do trend to go for what perhaps
could be termed more fancy brezd. There is very little prod-
uction of the old tracditionel standard loaf because there 1s
very little demand for it and people do go for fancy bread
but what does happen, pzrticularly after there is a sharp in-
.crease in the price of bread such as we have had recently,
what does happen is that there is a drop in demand, at least

. for a few weeks, and whilst it then picks up it never seems
.to go backx to the previous level.

HON P J ISOLA:

Would the Minister not acree that to the ordinary person,
irncluding Honourzble Members of the Opposition, the price by
which bread was allowed to go up, was it not unreasonable or
people to think that the margin was rather high? Would he
.not agree that on the face of it with people who do not have
inside informaticn as the Minister has it was not unnatural
that pecple should react strongly on that?

HON A J CANEPA:

It was high but as I have pointed out in my statement it has:
alsoc been perhaps higher than 15% on average on previous
occasions and I wouldn't quarrel with anybedy expressing con-
cern. what I do quarrel with is with rash speculation which
is not substantiated and which unfortunately in Gibraltar can
create a very wrong impression because people are very suscep-
tible to what they see in the cold print of a newspaper. They
take that as belng Gospel ‘truth and this is why it hass to be
debunrked. :

HON P J ISOla:

Yes, but would the Minister not agree that it miéht have been
better in the cacte of o o o o »

MR SPEAFZR:

I am afraid we are debatinge.

HON P J ISOLA: .

I am not debating, I am esking questions.
KR SPEAXER: |

You are only entitled to esk questionafor clarification of :
anything you have not understood in the statement.

HON P J ISOLA:

V/ould the Minister not agree that in the zbsence of such a
detailed statement as he has mcde in this House, and which it
would have been better if the Government had made at the tine
the increase in the price of bread was announced, will he not
sgree that in the absence of such a stutement it is perhcps a
little unfair on his part to make accusations in this House
against a member of a political party who is not in this House
about a letter that appeared in the Gibraltar Chronicle.

MR SPEAKER:

Order. That is why 'I have given you, Mr Isola, a falr amount
of laetitude in asking the questions you have asked because .
the Minister has used his right to make s statement to answer
something which would not have given the right to the person
who wrote the lefter to answer. .

HON P J ISOLA:

Would he not consider that as in fact it is a matter for
proper and legitimate concern it is perhaps & little unfor-
tunate thai he has attempted to answer a letter in the
Chronicle written by someone who is not a Member of this

~“House and would he not think it perhaps proper in the circum-

stances, to withdraw these allegations of electionecering
against the person who is not a Mexber of this Houo .

HON A J CANEPA:

Mr Speaker, only time will tell. But I think it is open for
me as a Minister to use the tactical approach which I consider
to be most effeqtive.

HON P J ISOLA:

Mr Speaker, I hope he will not be surprised if 'L
tical rgply.

MR SPEAKER:
I will then call on the Ninister for Housing and Spert.
LION H J ZAMMITT:

Mr Speaker, Sir, the Housing Allocation Scheme was last re-
vised, in 1974. The need for a further review became apparent
last "year and the Housing Allocation Committee uncer the then
Chairman M¥r Louis Vasquez, set about the task of looking into
all the Clauses of the scheme in an attempt to obtain a prorer
balance at the end of the exercise. Neny meetings were held
and I am grateful to the Committee for the sterling work per-
Tformed by them. The revisec scheme was then submitted to
Government and after some minor changes it was accepted and

12. :
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it is intended tc intrcduce it in 1980. The Fousing Depart-
ment staff hes te undertazxe the rajor task of reassessing sll
applications, around 18CC, ard It is intended to undertake

this task ezrly in the new year. Ccpies of the present acheme,
with the nea proposals -alongsice, have been circulated to
Honoureble Members arnd the rmain changes. are:-

a. the award of 100 points instead of 25 for Glbraltar-
ian status (Clause 3)

b. an increase in the standard space allowance to de-

’ termine overcrowuing, ie, ¥r Speakxer, that whereas
before we were graniing 25 sg ft per: person under
the age of 5, and 50 to adults, it has been slightly‘
increased to a more rea llstlc degree (Clause 5)

co, an increase in the points awarded for waiting time
(Clause 7). This is very important because we feel
that with the present schere it was possible for
people waiting for a number of years to be over-
taken bty other people who found other means of over-
taking.

d. a change in the Discretionary Provisions (Clause 15)
whereby cluse 9 of the previous scheme is deleted

and brought into the Discretionary Provisions Clause.

HON P J ISOLA: s

Obviously this 1s a statement that we will have to consider
but is the Minister in his statement ailuding to the scheme
that has just been circulated to i'embers?’

HCN H J ZAMNITT:
Yes, that is the case.
ECN P J ISQLA:

Can the Minister state what the effect wlll be in fact of
granting a Gibraltarian 100 points instead of 25 points?
British Subjects, for example, rmarried to a Gibraditarian
woran will get 1it, how will it affect people th ‘have been
waltirg in the Housing List residing in Glbraloﬁr all their
lives, will they losc Juite a lot as against Gibraltarians?

HON E J ZAMNITT:

¥o, Sir, a non-Gibraltarian who has been waiting on the list
for a numter of .y2ars will increese, 1f anything, on the
walting time. Theéy never had the 25 points of Gibraltarian
status. If they are not registered Gibraltarﬁans they would.
not have had the 25 points. .

13,

HON P J ISOL4:
Yes, but they may have had other points.

HON H J ZANNITT:

..Yes, those continue to stand.

HON P J ISOILA:

Will this result in fairly substantial changes in the Housing
Priority List?

HON H J ZAMMITT:

Not changes, Nr Speaker, it would give the adveﬁtage to the
person who hLas been waliting the longest in the waiting list.
walting time does seem to be an important factor and that will,
to a degree, alleviate the person who has been waiting the
longest and therefore do away with the many allegstions one
gets of'people Jjumping the waiting list.

HON P J ISOIA: . . .

Well, Mr Speaker, naturally, we will have to consider before
having a reasoned response.

HON G T RESTANO:

May I ask, Mr Speaker, does this scheme. apply to only post-
war houses or does it slso apply to pre-war houses?

HON H J ZANMITL'

It applies to post-wav housing norrmally, ¥r Speaker, but it
equally applles to pre-war housing if modernised.

HON G T REaTANO
" And if not modernised?
EON H J ZANMITT~
If not modernised, Mr Speesker, the V*n*stnr Tor FJLsing has
* the authority to allocate pre- war housing normally to social
cases and not as per waiting list or medicelly categorised
cases.
MR SPEAKER:.

I will then call on the Minister for Tourism and Postal
Services. to make his staiement.

.



HON I ABECASIS:

Mr Speaxer, 3ir, Yemvers of the House will recall that when,
late in 1976, we ahnounced a general review of postal charges
which became effective on the 1lst of January 1577, I also said
that despite rising costs at all levels, no further postal in-
crezses would be conslidered within.the following 18 months. I
have kept my word. Since thzt date the cost of »ostal opegra-
tions has increzsed considerably and it nmy firm belief, which
I thinkx 1s shared by 2ll Members of the House, that the service
which the Post .0ffice provides for the public must pay for it-
self. I am aware of the fact that we sometimes suffer incon-
veniences which are due mainly to circumstances beyond our
control but, all in 811, I believe that the Post Office gives
everybody a good and generally reliable service. MNembers are
aware that sirmail rates to the United Kingdom, the Republic
of Ireland, Spain and Morocco have teen kept for many years at
a preferential rate, mainly because of the exchange of mail
with these countries and, certainly, because of the cheaper
cost of alr conveyesnce. This principle of proximity and ex=-
change of mail 5 not followed by member countries of the
Universal Postal Unilon and iir Mail rates of postage are in-
variably workéd out by all countries at an average of the
agzregate cost of air conveyance for countries belonging to a
particular group. Thus, Air Yail rates charged by any European
country to, suay, France or Albania are exacily the same as
those appliczble to Switzerland or Greece. The Gibraltar
Postal 4Adrinistration, a member of the Universal Postal Union
under tke British ZInsenble, should obviously follow the same
principles end, after very careful consideration, it has been
agreed that the so-called preferential rates of Air Mail
postzge to the United Kingdom arnd the Republic of Ireland,
Spain, Canary and Palearic Islands and !Mcrocco will be with-
érawn from the l4th of lNovenbter, 1979. In effect, Air Nall
letters to the first three countries will be charged at the
rate of 12p, that is, the same as for Air !ail letters sent

to any other Zuropean ccuntry. Air ¥ail charges to Morocco
will, as from thet date, be included in Group I for countries
outside EZurope, the postage charge will remaina 9p but for
letters weighing not more than 10 granmes instead of 20 grammes
as up to now. The second class Air Vail rate to the United
Kincdom and the Republic of Ireland is withdrawn. In con-
clusicn, I will rexmind  the House that the UK "all—up“ service
to Turope, including Gibraltur, was Tized st 1.1p with effect
of 20th of August, 1779 but, of course, the British Post
Office have the faciflities to avall themselves of this service
wnhich, in effect, means that the surface letter may be air-
freighted at a pre-paid sostage of 1lip but it can also be
sent by the overland route if this will result in earlier
pestal cdelivery., The UK surfacerate to all countries has

. been increased, too, to 1l3p. I am glad tn say, however,

that our overlund or surface ra*e to all countries is still
being kept to 6p.

The House recessed at 5.15 pm.
The House resumed at 5.50 pm.
MR SPEAKER:

I will now call on the Minister for Munléipal Services to
make his statement.

HON DR R G VALARINO:

I am afraid that my statement is somewhat long. WMr Spezker,
Sir, Government recently issued two press releases in connec-
tion with the supply of electricity. The first of these which
was dated 12 October, gave a warning on the possible need to.
introduce supply res<irictions over the next few days together
with a brief explanation as to why this might be necessary.

2. On 19 October the second press release explained the
reasons for the deterioration in the situstion which hcd led
to much more severercstrictions than had originally been en-
visaged, pointed to the difficulties and outlined the action
which was bzing taien to improve the situation and to provide
a solution r'or the future. .

3. 1 now wish to give the House and the public in general a
more detailed account of the situation as it stands tocay,
the difficulties which exist, and the state of the plant; to
report on the cuts experienced during the week commencing the
15 October and as far as possible predict the prospects for
the Winter.

L. As recently as July last, there was every reason to expect
that the situation this Winter would show a considerable im-
provement over the preceeding two Winters. The causes for
this optimism lay in the fact that:~

a. the £570xW of capacity from engine No 10 which &as
the House knows has been out of commission for the
last three yezrs, would be available;

be work on the rehabilitation of the foundation of
Engine No 12 had been deferred to early 1%80:making
the set availeble during the Winter on e last .on/
first off basis; .
c. Engine No 13 would be due for its top overhaul in
. October and should therefore be ready snd in good
condition to provide its full output for the Vinter;
and

d. most of the older and smaller sets in the South
Station would be well within their major overhaul
periods and would be avallable to provide the peak
lopping duties expected of this plant.

16.
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5. This was the situation which existed in July despite the
consicderable tzackloy of rmo_riterance vwork whi:h has been
accuruleting ove. the lest few years as particularly exem-
plified in. the EXuPaOPRI“d'J long delay which has been ex-
perdenced in getting Yo 10 engine back into service and the
techrnical difficulties which have had to be overcome over
the same period, such as the winding failure on Alternator
No 9, the cracks found in the columns of Engine Nos 9 and 10
and the persisting difficulties with engire foundations on
Engines Nos 2 and 12 requiring constant attention to correct
engine alignment. .

6. As was explained in the second press release, the newer
plant in the King's Bastion MNorth Station, Engines Ncs 9 and
13, which has a total nameplate capacity of 15,860k when in
full and good working order with the proper planned mainten-
ance and assuning no unscheduled breakdowns, is by itself
perfectly capable of meeting the normal Winter peaks which

. are of the order of 13,000 to 14,000%x7, and moreso still to
. cope with the loads thgt have to be met at this time of the

year, which are of the order -of 10,000 to ll,uOOkw.

7. With this state of effairs; it is therefore possible to
keep the 4,500k of older plant in the south station to cope
with peak loppinE> and reserve plant duties for which it is
most suited given its age and corplications.

8. During separate 1ntervals of time over the past year or
so differences of views have arisen between the management
and the staff over methods of working and certain aspects of
conditions of service which have introduced delays in dealing
promptly with the worx in hard. 7This was explained in the
second press release and to deal with this particular problem
a Tepartrental Consultative Council with necessary wide re=-
presentation has been established to enable full and respon-
sible discussion to taxe place of all the problems which
exist in the Generatirg Station and to resolve them as soon
as possible In tne interests of the public.

9. M¥r Speaker, the situation was further aggravated during a
vital period of about six weeks beiween June and July this
year when The Institution of Professional Civil Servants'

took on a work-to-rule action in support of their claim in

the U¥. This action while not affecting the day-to-day opera-
tion to &ny serious extent, led to a stoppage of all the over-
time worked at the Cenerating Station and this per se exacer-
bated the differences of views tetween the management and
staff over the methods of working anli had grave repercussions
on the -execution of the planned works programme.

10. Technical prodlems which could not be foreseen, added to

‘the delays, led to the situation which developed on 11

October and resulted in the sevére power cuts of the ensuing
Weex.
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11. Over the last couple of ronths Engire No 13 hes had to
be derated to 28CCxW from its potertisl cperating L50CKYT on

. account of rising exhaust gas temperatures. Over ithis same

period engine No 12 wes undergoing e major overhaul, which
I.am glad to say hes alreedy been completed, but investiga-
tion into the foundstion trouble reveglec zs expected thst
it was of a superficial nature and confined to the grout
area and it was decided to carry out the ncecessary repair
forthwith so thst serious consideration can be given to No 9
foundation at an earlier date, Since Engine Ko 10 was still
out of service the problems with No 13 could not be dealt
with and are still pending.

12. Thus on 11 Octorer Engines 9, 11 and a very de-rated 13
alone were 1in service, when g crack was discovered on the
column of engine No 9. The engine was iInspected and water
leaks were discovered on four tylinder lines, which signified
an immediate shut down. Without this engine, there was in-
sufficient capacity to meet the demand and Government issued
the first of its two press releases. These faults occur in
relatively new plant.

13. Over that weekend the Dockyard Power Station offered
assistance and cuts were avoided, but ss from Konday main-

_tenance outages of plant and commitments to meet ship supplies

restricted the assistance that could be provlided and cuts were

unavoidable. The duration and extent of the cuts progressively
increased during the week to a peak waich ocecurred on Thursday

18 October.

14. Mr Spesker, the repair to the column on No 9 was com-
pleted on .thut very morning so were the liner leaks, but
hopes of restoring it to service the noon peak were dasshed
when it failed to start. Vhen it Tinally started there were
problems with the Lubricating 0il pressures uznd this had to
be seen to. In the meantime, more problems were experienced
with plant in the South Station and to add to the difficul-
ties by mid-afternoon engine No 13 had to be storped to cope
with a minor problem, which the differences on working prac-
tices between management and staff did not help to resolve
promptly. Thus at ohe point in time the available capacity
of the station was reduced to the lowest on record.

15. However, following this incident, over the weekend con-
siderable progress was achlieved and a magnificent effprt was
made by the staff to improve the situation to the extent that
for minor cuts in several districts on }Monday the 22né no
other cuts have been necessary since and this has been .poss-
ible without any assistance from the Interservice Power
Station.

16. But in spite of this the situation will continue to be
critical for the next two to three weeks. As I speak work
on No 10 is being finalised and the set should be undergoing
re-commissioning trials next week. Similarly, progress con-
tinues on restoring No 12 foundation with the cooperation of
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the staff and once these englres are back in service it will
then pe possivle to tackle .lo 13 before the wintar and
Christrmas loads s=t in. At the sare time rmost of the smaller
enzines in the south station will alsc be back in service.

17. If such a worxs programme can be Xept to schedule and no
further unforeseen problems arise, then the prospects for the
winter should not be as bleak as recent cxperience has led
people to believe. ¢ ’

18, 'Before I finish this part of my statement I should like,
on behalf -of the Government, to thank the Docxyard Management
and Staff for their help, which is alwiys readily given when
possible.

19. Mr Speaker, I will now deal with the futi;e. The
building of a new Generating Station is not a simple matter
having due regard to the financial and technical implications
_that 'such a declsion represents. Even rore important still
‘are the effects that such az decision will have on the con-
-sumer who will ultimately have to meet the cost through
higher't ariffs which, as we already know, are at an all-time
high level due to the rising cost of fuel.

2C. The fact that such a generating plant is not in operatioa
already shoulé not be interpreted as being due to inactivity
on either the part of Government ofr its offices and I shall
illustrate this with as brief an account as possible of pre-
cisely such activity over the recent past.

21. As the House is aware all the availavie space in both
the Engine Roonms at ¥ing's Pastion is taken up with the plant
which is alrcady in service and fur:iher development on this
site presents certain complications. In 1975 the Government
consultants, Yessrs Preece, Cardew and Rider were appointed
to uncertaxe a study of the power and water requirements of
Gibraltar up to the year 200C. Their report was submitted in
Yay 1976 and in its recommerdetions, it favoured the con-
struction of a corbined power station and water desalination
plant on an alternative site.

22, These reccrmendations were discussed with Government
officers both in London end Gibraltar during the course of
1676 and 1977. The cost of such a major develogment was
estimazted as being in the region of £8,320,000 and out of
this £4,250,0C0 was the cost of the electrical development
alone,

23, The design of the Generating Stetion is intrinsically
linked with the desalination aspect of the Consultants' re-
commendation in as much as the operating efficlency of such

a plant would te considerably higher if proper use can be

rode of the waste heat which is ¢givenoff by the plant but if
the heat output is to te utilised special eguipment will have
to be incorporated which will add to the overall cost of the
generating plant, If such eguipment were not to be installed
at the initial -stage the overall cost would be higher, con-
versely if the eguipment is installed but desalination plant is
not required Governrment will have incurred abortive expenditure.

19-' . L ¢

2ii. MNr Speaker, this Hcuse is swore that e search fo
7
bs

r
ground water by deep €rilling hes teen under consiceration
for some t.me and in fToct will be carried out iInthe rnear
future. The result of the deep drilling exercise will not

be known until early in the new yeur gnd should cenfirm or
fihally dispel the geologists' theory that there is suffi-
cient ground water under the Rock to meet the community's

need. In consequence of this the decision on the need to

spend considerable sums of roney on deszlination plant has
been held back for thils reason and this has unfortunately

had a delsying effect on progress towards the building of

the new Generating Station.

25. Notwithstanding these delays a working party was set up
in October 1978 to look into all the aspects of power genera-
tion in Gibraltar. This working party consisted of represen-
tatives of the Gibvraltar Government and .the Ministry of
Defence in both Gibraltar and the United Kingdom.

26. The Working Party submitted its Repert and recommendaz-
tions in April 1979. While endorsing the reccmmendutions put
forward by Nessrs Preece, Csardew cnd Rider, the Working Party
considered that the vest option for the future developiment of
Lower generation would consist of a new corbired Gibroltc
Government/¥inistry of Defence power staticn on t he grounds
that the increased load snd ernergy sules would optimise the
size and use of plant sl wculd provide a superior bzse load
for the generstion of heat to be used by future cistilliers.

27. The Working Party also identifiecdé severzl slternative
long~term options but given the nature of these suggestions
and as required under its terms of reference, put forward
several recommendations for the short-term which it con-
sidered were necessary to meet the demand of power over the
interim period in order to provide increased security of
electricity supply.

28. The Working Party's Report was submitted for considera-
tion by both the Government and the Niristry of Defence in
the Urnited Kingdom., As recently as 31 August 1979 the
Government was advised that the ¥OD':s present and immediote
future requirement for power could be adequately met by its
existing resources end that consequently the MOD woulé con-
tinue to pursue its current and separste develorment prog-
ramme as it considered that major capitsl investment in =a
new power station as put forward in the Working Party's
Report was not necessary.

29. In the light of these developrunts the Gibrultar Govern-
ment 1s now, as a matter of first priority, reviewing the
short and long~term proposcis for its own separate cevelop-
ment put forward by the Vorking Party and will pursue the
policy best suited to meet the needs of this essentisl
service and to ensure that consumers have & reliable end
secure supply of electricity in the future. I will report

to the House immediately firm decisiones are taken. Thenk
you, Mr Speaxer. :

20.
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HON P J IZ0LA:

Mr SpeaXer, there are ¢»o definiie parts of this statement
made by the linister, it is a very long statement but it is
toc little znd too lzte, rezlly. Could I ask the Minister
how long has it been since the Government has been aware
that the Generating Station recuires more power and that the
present situation was lixely to exist? How long has the
Government Xnown this?

HON ZR R G VALARINO:

Mr Speaker, it is difficult to answer that question. I have
said thzt we have enough generating capacity in the North
Station to supply the needs of the town. I feel that one
should look towards the future now and decide what we are
going to do rather than start thinking when anything became
obvious.

" EON P J ISOLA:

Mr Spesker, I aszed this because we cannot have much con-
ficdence in the rfuture unless we xrow that we have dealt with
the past sensibly. I am asking the ¥inister, is it not a
fact, for example, that the Givrelta: Government has had to-
rely heavily on the Yinistry of Defence for electricity
éurirng the last 3 or L yzars? How long has the Government
really known that it was heuding for this crisis? Are we
not in. a crisis at the moment? Can the Ministery say what
is the sort of margin of available power that there is at
the roment? Is it a minimal amount that we have got, every-
thing worxing, or has he got & lot of spare capacity today?

HEON IR R G VALARINO:

¥r Spezkxer, I believe I have answered that guestion to some
extent, and I gquote from the statement: "Eng.res Nos 9 to
13 which has a total nameplzte capacity of 1),060KV“—para—
graph 6 of rmy s:a:erent .~ the loads for this time of the
year ere 10,000 to 11,00CKY rising to 2 maximum in Christmas
reaching, possibly, atout lu,OOOKH.

HON P J ISO
'Is that consideréd to be a satisfactory margi.n?
HCN DR R G VAILLRINO

¥r Spezker, it is a satisfactory margin considering that we
coula use the older sets for the peak periode. I would like
to see rqruher development, we are thinking of the future,

not Jjust today’s requirements.

HON P J ISOLA:

Yes, I know, but, ¥r Speoker, the linister hes LlXed gboutl a
short-term snd a long-term soluticn ard ne hus telked zbout
the Working Farties who have kesen meeling and studying and
talking for an iroruinaiely long tigze 1t would appear judging -
from the crisls that we have had end pone through and depri-
vations that we have gone through of power in the past. Whnat
is the short-term plen of the Covernrment to meet the energy
problem in Gibraltar, the power prorvlew for which incidentally
they e armarked £um in the 1978-81 Development Programme? Are
we likely to have eny of that within that time? W¥hat is the
short-term plan?

HON DR R G VALARINO:

Mr Speaker, Sir, the Covernment is at present reviewing both
the short-term and the long-term plan., I could easily say
that the short-term answer is to instal another set tut the
problem is where to instal it; at the moment we have no
further space in the "e”era+in5 station to instsl it, there-
fore, the Government hzs got to go into 211l the necesszry
details which are going to arise in the future.

_HON P J ISOLA:

Is the Minister telling thils House, Nr Speaker, that in
October 1979 or early November, 1979, as we are now, that
with all these crisis we have had and failures of engines
and problems that we have had, the Government is earmarzing
£hm for 1978-81, is the Minister telling this House that
Government has ut this moment got nothing on order for a
new power plant, cdoes not know where they are going to put
it? Is that the position? . .

HON DR R G VALARINO:

¥Mr Speaker, Tlrst of all, I wonder whether the Honourable
Member is debating or ask*nb questionse

HON P J ISOLA:

I am asking guestionse.

MR SPEAKER:

.

He is asking you whether any generators have been crdered and
if so where are they going to be placed.

HON IR R G VALARIKO:
The crisis which he referred to has been zn unfortunate

series of incidents which could have happened anywhere in
the world and do happen anywhere in the worid.
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AON P J ISOLA:
Is this the usual thing, powercuts all over the world?
HON CHIEF MINISTER:

There was a power cut in Westrminster the other night and the
Eouses of Parliament were left in darkness. .

HCN DR R G VALARINO:

Ané if you refer to last year's actiontc .n France -~ I am
sure the Honourable Member must travel abroad and he must
realise that there are power cuts.

HON P J ISOLA:

Can I ask the Minister to answer my question., Is it a fact
that today in this House the Government has no actual plan to
put into effect before 1981 for a short-term solution to our
power problesm? Can the Minister tell the House whether the
existing power plant can copes with the likely demands to be
made in the power station in the next three ycawrs with all
the new developments going on? Can the existing power plant
deal with that situation? Can the Minister tell us that?

HON DR R G VALARINO:

¥r Speaker, we know what we want and I can give you an
assurance that before the three years are u), as the Honour-
able Member wishes to put it, a development will have taken
place, : :

EON P J ISOLA:

Is the Minister telling us that before the 31st of March,
1981, we will have a n3:w generatirg station in Gibraltar?

HON LR R G VALARINO:

Three years. e
f[";,'

4

HON P J ISOLA: ﬁ

No, the plan is £4m bvetween 1578-81. The Govefnment made
provision in the Estimates, I presume they were serious pro-
visions made, to spend £Lm in power development. Can the
Ministery- assure this House that there is an adequate power
situation in Gibrzltar to meet all the development that is
carrying on in ‘Gibraltar and which is likely tc be completed
in the next two years, with the existing power.

23.

HON DR R G VALARINO:

Mr Speaker, the £Lm in the Sstisates are when we were going to
share a Joint development of power with the ¥0D. This is no
longer the case. What I am talking about is e&n extrz genera-
ting set, not a new genercting station.

" HON P J ISOLA:

Is the Minister suggesting that there was an egreerment with
the MOD about that and that they have now changed their minds
about it? You said that the provision for £im came when it

. was agreed with the ¥0OD to have a Jjoint venture. Is the

Ministery suggesting now thut after the £Lm were asked for
from this House there has bteen a change of mind on the part
of the MOD?

HON DR R G VALARINC:

Mr Speaker, first of all nobody has ssked for LLm from this
House.  There hazs been a change of thought from the V0D about
a joint power station, therefore, we have to go into the short
and long-term cecisions that we are going to meke. The short-
term decision 1s & new generating set to cover the needs for’

the next three years. This is the answer to the guestion.

HON P J ISOLA:

Mr Speaker, I want to ask the Ninister con he answer a sinple
question. Is the present capacity in the Gibreltar Generating
Station at the moment, is it sufficient to meet the demands of
any new cevelopment that is actuslly ->Inz on at this present
time in Gidbraltar?

HON DR R G VALARIIO:

Mr Speaker, I -have already said thaet the capacity 1s enough
for the present but one must look towards the future.

HON P J ISOLA:

Mr Speaker, I know the Mirister has answered my question.
What I am esking the Ninister is a simple question. Has the

present generating station got sufficient capaclty to meet

the demands likely to be pleced on it by the new developments
that are going on at the moment in the course of construction
today in Gibraltar, or will they be without light when they
go up. Can the Minister tell us?

- HON DR R G VALARINO:

No, the.present generating station hus not enough capacity to
meet the requirements of Gibraltar in trree years' tife.

2L,
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¥R SPZAXER:

No, you are not being asked that. You are be.ng asked has the
present generating statlon enough capacity to deal with any
reguirerents as a result of the developrments that are tking
place now and within the next 18 months wnlch should bring
you to the end of the 1981 perlod.

HCON DR R G VALARINO: '

¥r Speaxer, the Honoureble ¥ember will be aware that the de-
mand will be a gradual thing. We have got enough for some
tire to provide electricity but not for the next three years,
this is the development that we are talking about.

HON P J ISOLA:

Within the development programme of 1978-81, that is my ques-
.tion, with present development that is actually going on ncwe
Can the Minister assure the peonle of Gibraltar there is
sufficient capacity in the power station to meet tnc demand ,.
or isn't »hnreo It is a sigple questlon.

HION DR R G VhLAR NO:

¥r Spesker, within the next 18 months, yes, there is enough
senerating capacity at the King's Bastion Generating Station,
with limited security.

HOMN P J ISOILA:

Is the Minister then telling us that the existing developments
that are going up end that ray be completed in the 18 months
will have sufficlent capacity? WwWell, can I ask the NMinister
another thing, can I askx the Minister if he has o sense of
urgency about the situation? If I were in the Minister's
shoes 1 would be very worried, is he worried or concerned
about the situatin-n?

Cf DR R G VALARI!

I an worried and concerned about the situation and so is
Government. This ls why we are going to have a short end a
long~term plan as ny statement indicated.

HON P J ISOlA:

Can the ¥inister assure-thls House that before the end of the
current .year there will bte new plant on order and that there
will be a new site and worx will start?

HON TR R G VALLRINO:

Mr Speaxer, I cennot give an assurance that before the end of
the year, as the Honourable Yexzber puts i, we can have new
plant ordered and a site found for it, bat I can give an
assurance that everything will be done to expedite this and
we shall give 1t its u»noct priority

25.

Loes the Hinister not conci last Tew
months or years the pub have been
kept informed of the si ster ccnsider

it fair on the public in A
been told about this uliduu‘ﬁ“ situation, in
detail, as and when it occcur: .27 the Minister say
hes been the reason for the silence . _.: Covernment on
the matter? ‘

HON DR R G VALARINO:
Mr Speaker, the Honourable Wember is debating sgain.
MR SPEAKER:

That, may I say, is my prerogstive.

2

HON DR R G VALARINO:

We have never kept the House in darkness, so to speaks This
is the third statcment that we have made. I have mu‘ﬁ two
myself, the previous one was by Najor Delliplani, and ve
have always tried to keep the House as well 1nfo“rcg o;
events at the generating station as possible. Let me say
that I wish one of the Merbers opposite would. coie ‘Ohn to
the generating station and come snd scee the situestion for
themselves, I am sure they would be much better informed
rather tha come here and ask some of the questions they hsve
been asking.

HON P J ISOLA:

Mr Speaker, let me give an exesmple, if during th
working to rule because of thelr procblems in the U
Kingdom,. if this work tc rule was having such a ser
effect on the Government programme, so as the Governmen

or mdhagement knew that ali these serious p;obiews would
come in October,; wouldn't it have beenifir to warn the ‘
public about these problems? Vhy have the Government been
SO0 silent in all this? :

he I¥
bt

MR SPEAXER:

¥r Isola, we must keep questions within the bounds of reason.
We are really prolonging questions. Are there any other
guestions? :

HON G T RESTANO:

" ¥ay I ask when the difficulties on the foundations first

came to light?
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FO DR R & VALARINO:

Mr Speaker, there have teen different problems with difverent
foundations in different sets, to which is the Hon Member
referring?

EON. G T RSSTANO:
Nos 9 and 12.
.HON DR R G VALARINO:

we have had foundation trouble wih Nos 9 and 12 Engines for
about two years. '

HONW G T RESTANO:

How is it that in t wo years it hasn't been possible to re-
pair these feaults? :

EON TR R G VALALRINO:

This is a éomplex questici, Y¥r Spéaiter, You can repair some
of the faults by grouting, trying tc realign the engines,
but a2t times you need a complete shut-down of the engines
ar.d a new founiztion built, Ve have also tried to do as
much as we can asbout these foundutiorsdbut this is a con-
tinuous problem with somz of the engines. Let me sey at

the same time thut this not only happens in our generating
station, ‘it has happened to a very serious degree in the
Dockyard generating station. .

HON G T RZZTANO:

Is the Minister say, Kr Speaker, that this is a recurring
process, that those foundations will continue to be in bad
conditions for ever and ever?

HON CR R G VALARINO:

No, ¥r Speaker, one tries<to repair the foundatiorsprobiem
es much zs one cen but this is a problem which sometimes
occurs znd it 1s éifficult to deal with. I am sure if the
Heonourable Member would come down tc the generatving station
I would show him what is involved.

HCON G T RE3TANO:

I will most certainly go. Are those difficulties irreparable?
¥1ill there never come a time when Governmert will be able to
say that they have repaired them and it is unlikely that these
difficulties will recur? -

.
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HON DR R G VALARIRG:

Mr Speaker, at the moment we sre repairing foundations on
two of the engines. Let me say ihet with the work invelved
on the two engines the foundstion problems on those two
engines should be sorted out and should not recur.

HON G T RESTANO:

Mr Speaker, in case there is a recurrence of power cuts,

would it be possible for the Department to plan ahesad, so
to speak, at least for 24 hours and give 24 hours notice

of power cuts to the different arecs in .own rather than

the 5 or 10 minutes that is given nowadays?

HON DR R G VALARINO:

i{r Speaker, unfortunately due to the technical prcblems in
volved in cutting off districts, it is impossills to giv
long as 24 hours notice. Ve try to give gs much notics =
possible tut ‘sometincs we nhave to cut fuirly guickly a
have to give very short notice. We zlways try to give
much notice as possible. ZTuring peask times it is very’
difficult because you.put one sesction on and you find you

. have a 50% rise in consumption-snd you have to cut sncther

district off. This is a highly technical and very difficult
problem. . .

HON G T RESTANO:

Surely, after so many years of power cuts the Department
should have an idea of how much supply it would have to
give at any given time during the doy end surely it would
be able to give approximately 24 hours notice?

HON DR R G VALARINO:

Mr Spezker, the Department is unatle to give 24 hours notice,
you have no idea of the intriczcies invelved. 'We shall try
to give the public as much nolice s possibtle but unfort-
unately 24 hours notice 1is extrenely difficult,

HON P J ISOLA:

Mr Speaker, would it not be possibBle to carry cut the o

rac-
tice that I think is carried ocut in oiher parts of the world
under which if there is to be a2 power cut in & particular
area you'rswitch off in that zrea, switch back on ugain,; and
thern a couple of minutes luter you switch off again seo that
people, especially elderly people, have time tc greb a match
to light a candle and so forth inctead of this sudden shul-

down?
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HCN DR R G VALARING: ,
I think what the Honourzble lexber means 1s that we could
cut off one section for a very short time and then put an-
other section back.

¥R SPEAXER:

“hat the Honourable Merber is saying 1is, can the Generating
Station give a warning by cutting the electricity for two
rninutes so that people will know that the cut is coming and
they can t ake precautions.

HON LQ RG VALARINO' . .

his proposition could well be looked into and I thank the
Pono iratle Mexhe» for suggesting it.

HOIN J BOSSANO: . ’

Can I ask the Honourable ¥exmber for the sake of clarification,
whether he can confirm that in fezct the Covernment has not
atte"p ed and is rot zttermpiing to rin the Ylame on the
werzers in the Station and that indeed it recognises that
whatever occasicnzl differences there may be, generally
speaxing, all the p¢oyle in the Generating Station are doing
a lot of hard weork in what is e very difficult physical ‘en-
vircnment and that ofien roes unrecognised, that for most of
the time there is a falPlJ constart electricity supply and
that tke place irn which they are working. is, in fact, far
from ideal. :

HOMN DR R G VALARIN

Yes, Mr Spezxer, the press release and my statement Zcday in
no way pins the blame of the power cuts on the shoulders of
the industrial steff of the generating station. In fact, I
think the ‘length of iy statement and the content itself
clearly irdicates the complex nature of the problem. In
fact, in one of ths gparagraphs I complimented the indust-
rial sizff end I say how considsrable progress was achileved
and cagnificent effort was rade by the staff to improve
the situaticn.

[

MOLTIONS

HCI CHIZ® MINI

Mr Spezker, a3 I indicated to the House some time ago, since
you retired from the post of !ayor and it became an eppoint-
ment which had to be raile ot“er then from the Chair, it was
tne internticn of the Covernrment that the post should be held
for reasona lJ ~m:) t geriods, more or less in the nature of
the United Xingdoem, by lMexbers of the Government and it there-
fore gives ne grezt pleasure to move: "That pursuant to the
provisions of section 78 of the Constitution of Gibraltar,
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this House elects the Fonourzblec A W Serfoty s Moyor of
Gibraltar with effect from the 1lst of Efcerbcr." Wwhen th
last proposal wes put re were sugpestions from the o»ner
side that IMr Serfaty s e zprointed. I mentioned then
thaet Nr Serfaty, whotey 2ns in the future, hss given
good service to Gibralta dees not pr opos to stand
again and it in the lzst period of the life of ihis Housec
when we have tﬁoubhu it would be nost appropriate for him
to do his turn as tayor. I will explain why the motion
seexs his eppointment with effect from the lst of December.
The reason 1is that, s it harpens, PJ colleague has not

] E’ ®

had his holiday and had plaﬁrpc his h day early in
November and there are important Lunctlons scch as the
Remembrance Day Ceremony and other important functions which

have to be attended and

2]

right and propepr, despite the

fact that my colleague Forace Zammitt, the present holder of
the office, was, ready to st nd zside when the time came which
was at this meetlng, I heve prevailed on him to remain until
the end of Novemebr and I unierstand thzt he will be re-
signing on thct éay so that »y thut time my colleague,
Abraham Serfaty, will be back and be atis tc iteke over., I
don't want to say very much etout *this now, Z think ihe

choice is obvigus. I hope 1t is well received not cnly by

the Members opposite but by the people of Gibraltar in general.
I do not think this is the ti re to make &n appraisal of NMr
Serfaty's work but one thing is certain, he enjoys great
popularity and greai affection from all sides of the comm-
unity perhaps because he has kept clear of pclitics despite
being a.very hard working linister.

MR SPEAKER:

I will then propose the guestion which is that pursuant to

the provisions of sectlon 78 of the Constitution of Gioraltar,
this House elects the Honourable A W Serfaty as ¥Nayor of
Gibraltar to tsks effect from the 1st of Decombﬂr.

HON P J ISOLA:

ir Speaker, we have pleasure in supporting the motion. Ve
woulé hate to throw & cloud cver the 1wpc"d1n5 rctiremrent
from public 1ife of the ¥inister for Trasde and Economic
Development, we wish him to retire in glory snd 'n‘paace
and I hope thzt the retirement will not core too soon Ifor
him. I hope that in us supporting this motion that he will
be sble to be layor for z reasonable length of time and
certainly we heve no hesitztion in supporting this motion.
Presumably this will be the last Fouse of Asserbly of the
Honourable Mr Serfaty, I think they hove said it too often
for him now to change his mind. Certalnly, as fazr as the .
House is concerned and as far es it is in its power to do
so, I think this is very fitiing farewell present that we
can give to a colleague in the House who although we have
disagreed with him on a number of occasions and have very
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o g differences of opinion with him on the pzce of his
7elcprent prog rummu, nevartheless he is a man whom we ad-
ire for the way he stanis up for what he feels is right in
public life, ”e really have no hesitatlon in supporting
this motion and I wish the Honourable kr Serfaty a long term
of office as llayor and a happy one. )

(e

HON J BOSSANO:

Nr Speaxer, I will be delighted to associate myself with the
rmotion. I think I wcs the one the last time that suggested
¥r Serfaty's name. The only point that I would like to make
is that I thinx the need to restrict the position of Mayor
to a Vember of the House of Assembly is something that, per-
haps, .should be reviewed in the Ifuture and maybe Nr Serfaty
can be there “or a very_ long time.

Kr Speaker then put the gquestion which was unanimously re-
solved in the afflrmative and the-'motion was accordingly
passed.

MR SPEAKER:

Yay I, as a one time holder of the offjce, congratulate the
Hon ¥r Serfaty on the great honour which has been bestowed
upon you and which I am sure you will enjoy cdarrying out.

HON A W SERFATY: ;

I am very grateful, Mr Speaker, to the Honourable Chief
Minister, to the Hon the Leader of the Opposition, to the
Hon ¥r Joe Bossano and to you, Mr Speaker, for your kind
support in this, I am, indeed, deeply *“ouched. I would
just lixe to say that my connection with the City Council,

it was not a symbolic post then, the post of Mayor, but I
can well remember when I was - half a ceatur’ ago - a junior
merber of the staff of the City Engineer's Department and a
quarter of a ceiatiry ago, an elected City Councillor. I
think that this experience of mine in the past and of course
of 30 years in active politics will help me not to let this
House down when the opportunities arise when I will be the
syrbolic head not of the City, I suppose, but gr.the munici-
rality. A11 I can say is that I will do my beﬁt. Thank you
very muche. "

FON A J CAIEPA:

Mr Speakér, I have the honour to move interms of the motion
standing in my name which seeks to amend The Social Insurance
Crdinarnicee. A :

MR SPEAXER:

¥ay I interrupt here and ask leave of the House for the
Honourable Minister not to have to read the motion which is
standing in his name beczuse it has been circulated to
¥erbers some time zgo, it is rather lengthy and it is com-
pletely and utterly formal.
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HON A J CANEPA:

Thank you very much, lr Spearxer, I am very gratcful., Nr
Speaker, Section 52 of the Sccial Insurence Ordinance requires
me to carry out a review of the rates of contribution and
benefits under the Ordinance snnually oné to sdvise the
Governor thereon having regard to the general kevel of earnings
and prices in Gibrsltar. -In doing so, I must also have regard
to the fact that the standard rate of old age rension must be
such that for a married couple it is not less thon 50x of the
latest available Tigure for average weekly eurningg of Tull-
time weekly paid emp‘oyees znd not less than 333% for a s¢ngle
person. Sir, the latest available fiture for such earﬂing is
£65.68 a week as at April, 1579, snd this may be seen from the
Employment Survey Report which I tabled earlier in these pro-
ceedings. So, stricily spezking, 3ir, the standard old age
pension in January, 1580, should not be less than £32.84 for

a couple and £21.09 for a single person. Eowever, as in pre-

"vious years I have thought it right to make some allowsnce for

the fact that by the time thatc the new rate of pension take
effect in January, 1980, the level of earnings will have in-
creased as a result of the 1979 pay review and also that ‘the
index of retail prices has gone up by 16.L5 during the past
12 months. I am therefore proposing in this motion that the
pension rates should be increuased by 17% from the preésent £30

* to £35 for a couple and from £19.50 to £22.80 for a single

person. Widovs benefits are being increased in line a1th old
age pension., With regard to the othcr benefits uridér the
Ordinance, I have thought it to propose z much hirher per-
centage increase of 38% for gusrdian's allowance which in
spite of increases over the years still stands et eny £4.30 a
week and this, I am sure, all will sgree is alrost a ludicrous
sum to pay to anyone who has t eken into his fumily a child who
has lost both parents. Hence, my proposucl to “pplg a much
higher percentage increase to £6 a week. Let me udd, in
passing, that therei aily one such case in payment ani evén
this one may be ending within the next year or so. On the
other hand n> increcse is progosed in the amount of maternity
grant or death grant which were incressed last year to £36

and £72 respectively and which are therefore already con-
siderably higher especially the cdeath grant tren the rates
vhich become effective in the United Xingcdomr in about two
weexs' time. The additicnal cost to the Social Insurance

. Fund of the increases in tenefits which I am propos ing today

will be of the order of £460,000 a year snd it is the inten-
tion that this should bve met, except perheps for a small
shortfall of about £3C,0C0, from increcased contributions.
Subject to the pass 1ng of uh__ motion, the various rates of
constributions will be increased by between 2C% and 257 which

- in cash terms means zn azdditiconel 40p a2 week from the =dult

employee whether male or ferale and a similar amount from the
erployer. Self-employed perscns and V01UHtuP' ccntributors
will pay an extra 4Lp a wesk, thot is, shove whot théy are
paying now and not ctove the amount that I have Jjust mentioned.,
In the case of Juveniles the increase is 2lsc at a2 flat rate
of 30p with an equel amount fror the en“LOJer. The decision
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to increace centridbutions egually fcr both rexes has teen

pro~oted rainly ty o direstive of the Zuropsan Economic
Cozrurity Council reosuiring, inter zlia, thet there should

be equality in the calculaticn of contributions payable by

both sexes ty rot later than Jenuary, 1985. By increasing
“their contributions ec udlly over the next 2 years it will
be possible to uchiele equality within due time. This I
urow is a2 matter which can give rise to many and very cqQn-
trory views being ex,reased on the guestion of absolute sex
equality in social 1naurance but this is neither the. time
nor the place, well, yes, the place but not the time, to go
into what is an extre*ely complicated issue fromevery angle
and not one which cgn be deternmined in one fell swoop as is

only too clear fro" the ‘position in Britain. Ve have already

taxen sorme steps wards full equality in certain matters of
social insurance in recert years. For example, we have. pro-
viced for widowers' pensions in certain circumstances and
thig is znother one which in any case is perhaps justified
now that there 1is eguality of pay. As I intimated earlier,
my propocsals tocay are estimated to produce additional in-
core which will fall short of additional expenditure of
. benefits by atout £3IC,CCO @nd this will increase the current
contributioﬁs agalrst cxpenditure deficit to about £243,000.
Once again, 'as I said last year, 1t is felt that this can be
a:sorbcd by the Social Insurance Fund without giving cause
for concern. In 1978/79, in spite of the deficit of about
£184,CC0, the value of the Fund still increased by about £im
and it *s felt that as hes been done in 1978 and 1979, a

rall proportion of the incorme frem investnents should be

used towards the cost of increasing the benefits without
adverse effect to the Fund except that its rate of growth
will be slightly less. Sir, I commend the motion to the
House. ) )
YR SPIAXER:
I will ther propose the question in the terms of the motion
in conrnection with the qo,ial Insurance (Anendment of Con-

tributicrs and Benefits) Order, 1979, as moved by the Hon-
ourable the Minister for Labour and Social Security.’

. ]

HQON P J ISOLA:
we fully support this motion and I thank the Honourable
YerXer for nis lucid explanation ol what is being done in
the motion. There is only one thing that rankles in the
tzcx ol ry wmind with regurd to the Social Insurance Ordin-
arce although I xnow this rmatter hus been raised previously
in the Houce. Can the L-“iater tell the Eouse in his reply
what the position will ke as regards that group of people,
nd how many are there still zround, who through one mis-
fortune or another or through one problem or another over

the years, did not Join the Social Insurance Scheme or were

not allowed to, bo: are they likely to compare, what is the
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differential likely tc te bheotween then
pensions or benefits gr sugpicmentar ; benel I
to the socizl insurance recipients and can enyti irb be done.
at all for what must ©te a grzdually dwincéling number of
people? Apart from that comment which is not strictly rele-
vant to the moticn, though it is in the sense that we are
talking the people in the sage groups are in receipt of sccial
insurance we, of course, support thi EO»lCﬁ end support the
constant review there must be of ben its over the yecars sas
the cost of living goes up.

HON A J CANEPA:

lezve, I do not mind answering the
point which the Honourable the Leader of the Opposition ha
raised and it will avoid my having to refer to it, perraps,
later on., There is a Bill to amend the Elderly Persons Pen-
sion on the agenda but I will texe the point now. Persons
who are aged over £5 who are not in receipt of on old age
pension under the Sccial Insurance Scherme, will, if they do
not have any other in ccne, or if they have gn inadequate
income, they are entitled itc¢ apply and receive supplercrniary
benefits which in »ondunvilcn with the prhsent review we
shall be ircreasinz for then by 207, & little bit mare be-
cause we are aware of the fzct that they are a ruch more
needy sector of the cormunity. If they dc have other incore
then the only thing that they have i3 the elderly persons
pension but the Honcuratle Nember irentlioned that they are a
dwindling number. In fact, that is not what has happened in
the last year, they have gone up from just over 900 to §50
and the reason for this is that we ebolished the claw-back
and therefore in respect of a lot of people same people for
whom it wasn't worthwhile to collect the pension, they are
now doing so and alsc because we increased it frem £5 to £8
per week, a number of ‘people with a reduced rote of old age
pension under the scheme get the difference between their
pension and the level of elderly persons' pension and thest
brought in a further number and with the relatively small
increase that I az proposing loter on iu the agends it means
that cur commitment on elderly persons' pension, the
financise 1 provision that we are having to make, is.now very
nearly £im a year. "

Mr Speaker, with your re

ir Specker then put the question in the terms of the motion
wmoved by the Hon t“e ¥inister for Labour and. SOCiol Sezurity
which was resolved in the affirmative and the motion wa
accordingly passed.

HON A J CANEPA:

¥r Speaker, I have the honour to move in terms of the motion
standing in my neme which seeks to amend the Employzent In-

surance Ordinance and again I would zsk the leave cof the
House to dispense with having to read it.
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¥R SPEAKER

I thirnk you have got the leave of the Kouse.
HOIM A J CALER

Before I deal with this, Mr Speaker, I would like to draw
ths a2ttt erulon o' the House to some typographical errors at
the bottem of the first page of the motion which has been
circulated. Under clause 6(b) the figures-£5.90 should be
reolaced by £560 and ot the end of the line £6.80 should be
tlaced by £68O and then likewise under clause 7, £590 and
-6”0. I apologise for those errors, “r Speaker. Sir, after
speuiing on the previous motion, I don't think that I need
to tzxe up the valusble time of the House in presentlng this
one in too wmuch detail other than to say that it is part and
purcel of the same exer01se.except that it proposes that the
rztes of berefit under the Employment Injuries Insurance
. Ordina rce should be increased bty 15% as from January 1980,
Exarmples of the proposed new rztes of benefits for adults
are that in;urJ berefit goes up to £21.28 per week with an
aadition of 25.32 psr weeX for an adult dependan’ and lower
additions for children, gratuity payable on death or 100%
disablerment goes up to £5,520 and as far 2s the Employment
Injuries Insurance Tuni is concerned, Nr Speaker, the
balance stood at £560,000 on the 21lst of MNarch, 1979 having
increased by almos t 5uﬁ during the preceding two years alone
due to contridbutio ncome belrg consicerabiy in excess of
tenefit expenditurn anc thereoby enabling further investments
to be rnade which in turn have increased the amount of inte-
rest gzined. For the second suvvessive yecr, therefare, NMr
Spezker, it 1s not proposed, it is not proposed, I repeat,
to raise the weekly contributions in 198C znd since January,
1978, therefore, these will have stood at 6p by the employer
and 6p by the employee for adults and 4p ench for Juvenilese.
Sir, I comnend the Bill to this House.

¥R CPEAIER:
1 will ncw propoue u?o qu stion in the terms of the motion

Zenefits Oraer, 1979, oned bj the Fonourab e the Minister
for Labour and Social Security.

¥r Speaxer then put the question which was resolved in the
affirmative and the motion was accordingly carried.

HOM A J CANEPA:

Sir, I have the honour to move in terms of the motion standing
in ny name which seeks to amend the Non-Contributory Social
Insurance Benefits and Unemployment Insurance Ordinance and
egain I would seex the leave of the House so as not to have

to read the cwotion. '
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KR SPEAKER:
The House does giant you lezve not to read the motion.
EON A J CANEPA:

Thank you, Sir. This third motion in ry nare concerns the
weekly rates of retirement pension and of unerployment tene-
£it which it is proposeéd to increase as from Jznuary, 1980.
The first one, Retirement Pension, affects & small dwindling
group of about 70 persons who, as one might say, Jjust missed
the boat when social insurance started in 1955, by being
under pensionable age at the time but old enough not to be
gble to qualify for old age pension. Their pensionis paid
from the Consolidated Fundé end is fixed at & level equiva-
lent to the roughly equivaTent group of recduced old age
pension under the Sociasl Insurance Ordinance and hence the
proposed basic rute of £12.50 with a wide zddition of £5.90.
In percentage terms this is an increase of slightly over 16%
which ties in with the approximate rote of inflation. The
cost of this increase, as I have said, Sir, falls to be met
from general revenue. Provision for the incresse for the
period Jsnuary to March 1980, the lust guarter of the current
financial year, was made in the current year's estimates
under Head 11 -~ Labour ané Social Security - sub-head 10, so

" that it is not expected that additional funds will have to.

be voted. Insofar as unempl oyment benefit is ccncerned, the
same increase is proposed as under the Employrent Injurins
Insurance Ordinance, that is to szy, 15, bringing the bsasic
weekly rate to £17.L0 and £26.10 for & couple with the usual
additions for children as will be seecn from Part 1A on pcge
3 of the motion. The much lower rates on page 2 apply only
to those who qualify for unemployment benefit but who hzve
not been either ordinarily regsident in Gibreltar or insured
here for an aggregate of two yeesrs since July, 1970. This
is the same condition that applies to the progressively
higher rates of bhenefit under the Social Insurance Ordinance.
Sir, I commend the moticn to the House.

MR SPEAKER:

I propose the question in the terhs of the motion regarding
the Non-Contributory Socizl In ance Benefit and Unenploy-
mert Insurance (Amendment of “ene’*t) Order, 1979, moved by
the Honourable the Minister for Labour and Social Security.

Mr Speaker then put the guestiion vhich was resolved in th
affirmative and the moiion was accordingly passed.

HON A J CANEPA:

Sir, I have the hcnou move: "That this House approves the
Report of the Select ittse sppointed on the 1lYth Decernber,
1978, to consider what rules gnd procedures should te insti-
tuted by this House in relaiion to the Decleration of Nembers'
Interests." Mr Speaker, the complilation of the Report now
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razfore the use h sroved o be relstively i straight for-
yard motter. This een mule pcssible ty, on the one
hand, the prelirirury cpudswork thot had been carried out by
the Clerz of.the louse and, cn thc other, by the consicerable
degree of unanimity to be found in the views of the llembers
of the Sslect Committze regardless of which side of the House
trey happened to sit on. The material which the Committee

zd before it was so reslevant and so valuable to its delib-
erations thut very few reetings havs been required and in all
of these meetings we wers atle to despa stch our business

fficiently and expgditious
thanks as Chzirrman of the C ‘t*ee, to all the lembers of
the Select Committee for th help and coopersa tion and I am
sure that they also wish me, on their behalf, to record our
tranks. and appreciztion to the Clerk of the House who was a
i e¥o) t hardwxoviing and cempetent Secretary. MNr Speaker, the

t
n
1
y. I want to place on record my
i

(DO |

matter now vefore the Ecuse 1s one which in the past has been

the subject of some controversy particularly in the early
years of the political career of Nr Maurice Xiberras. That

we have been able to get together in the Select Committee and
agree unanimously on our “eCﬁ.wendations in a short period of

. time is indicative of the fact thaot the Declaration and Reg-
Aistration of kexbers' Tnte res
& subject as it wes a decade

+
t
af May I add, in passing,

that I an sorry thzat Yzurice Xi
h
ide

0.
bverras who was éo ZXeen that
sorething along the;e lines s

us to witness whut I am confident will prove to be general

support in this Fouse for the proposed measures. Mr Speaker,

1 cannot guarantee thet a formal resolution by this House to
the effect that it should be a rule that ¥erbers should be
required to decldre perczcnal interest in the House as is the
practice in the "“*tnﬂ Zingdom togrether with- the adoption-of
a rerister of lMerbers' Interests thaf will require a lMember
to list his interests uncer the same headings as in the
egister of the House of Comrmons, will ensure that no con-
flicts of interest will arise, but what I cen say is that
in instituting a proper system for Declaration and Registra-
tion of Interests this House will be taking a very important
step forward in the rzquired direction. If, in spite of the
in broﬂuﬂ*‘Jr cf the meazsures recomrmended in the Report,
rczsonable grounds for suspicion of a conflict of interest
sroulc arise in particular cazses, these shou%pgbe vigorously
pursued and investigatad. I must strees »hdt:me are not
setting up machinery or procedures for conu!qt;ng witch-
hunts for as is stzted in the concluding paragraph of the
Report, and I guote: "In the .final analysis it is the public

alone that can provide the necessary safeglards by exercising

& continuingz role as watch-dozs of the conduct of those who
hold gublic office." In ccnclusion, Mr Speaker, I want to
underline thet if i 1s this present House that is going to
tions of the uelect Committee, then it
resent 1-cuae who should proceed

: i to ensure that all

ich the next
erzected tc adbide
cn to the Bouse,

s is.no longer as controversial
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ould be done, is no longer with

ing the reraln¢ng life of
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be instituted Ty thi
‘of Members' Interes

HOM MAJOR R J PELIZA:

Mr Speaker, I a2m one of those who are extremely pleased to
see thet this is ncws gocing through this House, I think, un-
anlnously by the end of cur cetate. It wos definitely at
one point, one of the sirong points of the IWEP but I think
I ohould point ocut it wzs not tcken in isolation, that it

. was very much linxed up with the pay.of ithe dembers of the
Hcuse ana also with the elegibi lity of certain categories
of civil servaents participcting in politics particularly at
electicon time with the richt of reinststerent if they were
not elected. Those twc cthe» sides of the problem which I
think is very relevent to genuine &nd real democracy in
Gibraltar, are still pending and I rope that this Fouse will
be able to resolve those two other sides of our old proposi-

ons in due course, hopefully, before the next elections.

Ho ving said thet, Nr Spesker, I would like to crew dttention
to the last paragraph, paragrsph 14, where I think that
althcugh it was obviously noct under the terms of the Select

Committee to look in, was the guestion of Teclaration of
Interests of Members' of Covernrment, of lMiristers,those
holéing responsibtle posts. I think we are all very-much
aware, those who are in politics, of the difficulties par-
ticulasrly in Gibraltar, of fecllcwing the practice in Great
Britain whereby elected members who become Ministers really
have to resign from their present employrent and give up any
directorship and ever~ lawyers are not gllowed to exercise
their profession. This makes quite z difficult, I think,

T

task for us.in Gibraltar teczuse we are gll awere that in a
small place like G1 r:ltar u-uh a limited nurber of cgndi-
dates available it wculd deprive ”ibrultar of many first
clas repreeentat‘vp" o the reople being sble to taxe part
in public life and therefors nelp rcncm,lly the socilety
which we represent. I think I woulé like to draw attention
to that to make it clear that of course it is not quite ’

ocrmpletely satisfactory to this doy, thet situation has not
been v'esohled and perhaps as ime goes by &nd the pay. of
Members of this Fouse and pz ularl I think of Miristers
rises and Increzses h

Do 1blc to errive to a

of the deérnocracies in

is imporitent that having
precautions we ey

, eventuelly, I think,

he individuzl concerned

2ot ~,onditions one

y be, it is

situgtion sxm;lu i
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carrying on beling

a = ctor by remote control, similarly
there is nothing to s
rec

r

o ‘er who resigns ang glves up
ly7 continuins to do exactly the same
g

e
pa L

worx without pra in public. I think that eventually,
heving said 211 th :d  hoping that perheps one day we can
arrive to the same situuztion as in other democracies, I
think that notwithstanding that at the end of the day it
lie ith the honour of the individual hims:lf and the only
Sc.ebucrd that there is is rezlly in the electors themselves
who.eventually at election time may decide: "That man I con=-
sider is of full integrity and I can elect him or that man
hesn't got the integrity that I think he should have and
therefore I will not vote for him." Thank you, Mr Speaker.

HON CHIEF kI"ISLMQ'

¥pr Speaxzer, the move~ made a reference to the interest that
Xaurice Yiberras toox inthis znd in fact it was one in which
once the origirnal matter arose seltled down, there was

rzl argreement. A3 far back as 1576, in the Constitu-
al Committe Report, we did say that that was not a

er for the report and we did recommend and dgreed in
nciple that it should bes done. It has taken a little
lixe 211 good things tzke . longer than one would want
tut I thinx it 1is particularly good because there are
zople now who, not for the reasons stated by the Honourable
d. Gallant "cjor Peliza, but for other reasons better known
themselves,; who wunt to discredit the whole nature of our
onstitutional and politiczl institutions, to undermine that
rhazps - with Iinsinuaticns right and left where the word
orrdpt¢0ﬂ" is used in a very general term but which in the
strict context appenrs to be much more than what it says in
order tc be reacdy Ior any possible livel action. There are
sectors in the comrunity who want to discredit our institu-
tions for ulterior political motive &nd have taken it as an
aim to discredit all our institutions, taking advantage of
those weasnes ses to wnich the FHonourable Member has referred
and to which I will reler in a moment. One wonders why this
vesk after weex re‘ck ence to this matter, if it is not to
draw the attention away from other matters which they well
“now do not carry the supp ort of the majority of the people
of Gibraltar and that haJ “yeould saJ "rio revuelto ganancia
de pescadores", thut is exzctly what they are looxing for,
upset the order that we huve crcated, not try to improve it
but upset it, in order to hzve ancther kind of set-up which
pecple hav» so clr'rly i ¢ and have done so so clearly
3 szquently. There are two aepects
uestion of the declaration of
is follows the pattern in the

United ¥irngdom. I thirk it is fair to say that we will pass
the resolution ané will set up 2 Select Committee to look
into compleirts and so on et the next meeting. of the House.
I thought it was tco nuch of a*rush efter having waited so
long to do it now ot the saze meeting but I think it still
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rerains a question of honour. In thre
pite the fact thutl there t
promirent p011t1c1@“'nPOSe T 3
utterances are ETC utly controve =1

form and that 1is I'r Enoch Pcaﬂll. Ic
viould say that he hasn't filled up hi

got interests that are in confliict wi
but he has done it as a gquesticn o

s ,
troversial person end one must respc r
the courage that that entails. I jJu ne a cause
I think it is fair that it should te at this is &
declaration on one's hcnour ené not ecguirement and
it will be more valuable because of use then it
¥:i1l be known that it is pecple vwho ily subtmit trhem=—
selves to a resolution of this House to mcxe this cdeclaratione.
Vith regard to the question of ithe conduct of Mirister, I have
mentioned this several times, I think, occasicrnalily, that
though the rules and the practice es “o“ourabxe lenters oppo-
site who have been in office well know, havé alwsys been that
you should declare any int should not texe part in
any Gecision of Governmeni which Is in conllict with your
personal interest, your prefessicnegl interest, your busiress
interest. I think that racz been considered and 1t is on that
basis that the Constitution hus develeped in Gitrcltar gnd
despite the tirzde, as I was rentioning tefore, it hsés sur-
‘vived and I think ‘the test, as the Forourcble and Gallant
Major Peliza hus said, the test finzlly lies with the people
on voting day who they regard, e a1l the insinuutions,
despite all the accucaticns, who they concider to te people
worthy of being their reoprecsentatiives, Terhaps, I sh“ulu .
state here for the record that since 1572, for the first time

there was a formal undertaking that Ninisters had to s1bn and

a declaration of solvency and other interest which has got to

be submitted, in the cese of er to the Chief Vinister,
and in the case of thg Chief er both his own and the
rest o the Covernor for his I tion and thut provides of
course not for just a declarat t the beginning of taxing
office tut 1is a continuing process in which Ministers nust,
give notice of any dd‘tlo“ 1 interest thut they may have had

since they make the cdeclaration when they tooxk office or any
changes, in order th,t there should be continuing process.

I have followed the practice since thut ccme into 'effect that
used to be followed in the Citly Council = thet is that in
order that Ministers shoulw not Zerget, there is a ook in ny
office where Miristers can iomedictely enter any change of
circumstances, any acceptance of a directorship or anything
like that and then incorporate it into one of these declara=-
tions. The proposal that when you go into politics you
should give up everything is very. attrative in z way but I

wonder how many people would be zble to give up ell their
businesses, professional people their practice, go into
politics and hope after two terms or three terms, to be able
to collect anything that wes left if in Tact yoc carried out
the thing to the letter of the law. I accept that you could
have a charade of resigning and getting somebody else to do

Lo.



the businass teing tehira it. I think
thot woula L vle tren the fact that now
Ministers ar on thelir heno ir their declaration, for
the sicple r that &t the end of the day, in the United
Kingrdorm, any no ko3 been in politices und has held
office for s Te, there ure avenues open to him to earn
a livirgz awe . the prcfezsicn thst he left, or the occu-
pation that -t, in dirscterships and things lize that
tut hers; un wtely, thet is not the case. There 1§ no
doubt thut we : going zlong the right lines and that these
declarations can te but the beginning of further proce-

dures that will acke the thing as cl exrly open as possible
that people should know whkere those people whom they elect
stand and where thoze people who after veing elected are by
the rules of democracy chosen to office, stend. I would like
to taxe this opportunity of commending the Chairiman and
Merbers of th: iommittee and the Clerx of the House for their
excellent rezort znd for the clarity of 1its statements and
for the expediency with which it .has been produced to this
House.

o

Yr Spesker,. the report of the Select Committee 1s excellens
Tor its clarity and whct 1s says snd of course we are supp-
orting it and I do hope that all Yembers of the FHouse co-
operate in filling up the form., .The only doubt that I have
on my mind is that I do not think that the public are ex-
pecting thils sort of rsgistrsble interssts. I think the
;ublic will expect Fonourable Xembers to give a detailed
iew of 211 treir busires sctions, and all their business

transections and so forth inink thoat when they start
irnspecting the register I think we are going to get a very
irate press sayins thdt so and so has orly registered this,
whit aDOLt this an< thct and the other and the other. But I

" thirk this is sorethninz we Just have to face and meet. I
think thut the gerneral tesis of the declaration of interests
tnut is required = a Vember of the Fouse as a lember of
t iz ve Zifferent to the sort of declarztion of
inte trhut a ¥inister would be regquired to make not only
in laration he makes to the Governor or the Chief

i ut also he day-to~-day conduct of Governrent

b the decz ion of in*erests he has to make in all
€ atters come re Council of HKinlsters or

G Counci cven i3 own Lepartment whatever he
fasks ns, hi prive interests or profession will

b ict an inx tnis is the sort of interests that
< zers & r but of course they will not get as
a resul £ this is ri;htly so they should not get
becausz thiz, as a Nenber of the House is concerned,
will only be refl tc interests of a Member as a lenber
of the House. A 25 that is clear to the public there
shoulén't te nuch oversy on what is, I think, a very
sensible &nd ver ct procsdurs. As my Honourable and
Gzllent Friend h alrezdy, we loox at the declaration
in zmexbers inter 4, cenerally, the guesticn of Interests,
we do tena to 1li ith payrment to Members, a proper remu-—
neration fer Uin prozer remuneration for llermbers, proper
renunsretion so ople can stznd for election free from
ithe fear of not vle, if elected, into Opposition « ¢ o .

. N €

L1,

¥R SPEAKER:
Let us not expand.

HOM @ J ISOLA:

And the other guestion, of course, of people who do stand for
election thzat they can be reinsitzted if they gel thrown out

of the House. At ihe moment, obviously, the only people who
are in the profeSDior or who hzve got their cwn businesses

and so forth but an cordinary individuszl thet leaveshis emplcy-
mernt to stand fo public life,; whether 11 Is public service cr
private employment, is facsd with the prctien when he has to
resign from public 1ife znd it is thet sort of sitvetion thei
we would like to avcid and therefore we welconme ub¢$ resort,
we welcome the instituiion of ithe DZeclaratiioc lembers*
Interests as one of the necessary stess thet we 1r‘eel in Giv-
raltar is necessary to iry znd produce genuine cemocrscy with
all the restrsints that there are in Gibralisr by viritue of
the fact that it is =z small plzce gnd we gll know each ctihere.
Sir, we have pleasure in supporting this moilion.

¥r Speazker then put the guestisn which was resolved in the
affirmative ané the motion was sccordingly pessed.

HON A W SERFATY:

¥r Speaker, I have the honour to move that this House should
approve the giving by the Covernor of the notice which hes
been circulated tc Honourable Nembers regarding the Licensin
and Fees (Amendment of Schedule) (No 2) Notice.

¥R SPZAKER:

=h thut the Minister

I am sure Honourable Merbers do not wic
wrhich hes slready been

should rcad the whole of the moticn v
circulated.

HON A W SERFATY:

Thank you, ¥r Speziker. es paycble by trsders for the
services of customs st side rorrel working hours cof
business were last rev increzsed in lovemter, 15
They stend ci £5 per ¢ ‘or the rsi rec¢ hcurs or
part trereof and 22 fo dditic Since then
saleries have been sut ly ine it hes cnce
more been necesszry Lo the le trhe proposal
peing that they should ezsed U hcur cr part
thereof with a minimum ;e for suc ce, £15 fer
Sundays and pL*l;c holid and £10 ° er day. Thre
intrcduction of the mi charze b more
necessary because cert zéers hao Zency to
ccllect goods after ho order t 7 wa'ting to be
attended. Unless such a minimum lee intr ced the prac-
tice will c0ﬁt¢nue &% public expense. The follovwing serves
to illustraie the point: On weekdsys, thet is, Monlays to

P}



days,
overt R
officer in 2o}
£11.30. The froem the trader at
‘"SS“”Z is only 25. On Sundzys and public holidsys, when
outle time is to te pzid, the cost of Government is £15
hereas to the trader it is only, again, £5. I have dis-
cussed this matter-with the Chamber of Ccmmerce who have no
objection provided tradsrs are allowed to team up for the
after hours service of customs staff and thus share the ex-
pense anongst themselves. This is accepted by the Govern-
mant.. The second part of the motion, Mr Spezker, deals with
the hours of business of the customs ol'ficers at Waterpcrt,
Transit Shed and at the Airport which at present extent to
5 pm.. The staff in these offices are always supposed-to
finish their day's workx at that hour. . There is thus no time
available, after the close of business, to allow for the
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signing of docurents, closing of boocks, etc. This has led
+

to regressntations from the customs staff to the effect that
tecause *ney have to attend to the public until 5 pm, they
. dnveriatly have to-lezve their offices well ofter that hour.
It ig, eaccordingly, proposed to a‘tep the hours of business
so that customs offices cloce 15 minutes later at midday and
15 mi:uueu earlier in the efternoon thus allowing the staff
& quarter of an hour to attisnd to lasi minute customers.
he proposed hours of btusiness are therefcre 9 am to 12.45 pm
2 »n to 4.45 pn Gaily excepting, of course, Saturdays,
275 end public holidays. The third part of my motion,
peaker, proposes a 1004 increase in the airport depar-
ax which has teen 50z since the House approved its
uction in . March, 1975. The increzse in the tax should
zly double the veerly income from that source to
£70,6C0. The latest available informaticn on depurture tax
2t other eirports indicute that Gibraltar has the lowest
rport tux in Zurope and that the proposed new rate
still co ompure £ voLrao7y. Air carriers and travel
organisations are already fully aware of the proposed measure
so that there should te no difficulty in this connection, in
fact, air fares as from loverter reflect thée increase. I beg
to move, Mr SpcaKer.

[ %]

VR SPZAKER:

. I will then propose the question in the terms of ithe motion

rebgrding the Licensing and Fees (Amendment of Schedule)
( 2) Notice, 1979, moved by the Honourable the Minister
Tor Trade and Economic Developrent.

HOIT MAJOR R J PELIzZA:

r, it is otviously always the trade who seems to

ay for such increases and I think trade in Gibraltar
luckily, these days, perhaps are net going through such a
rard time that they cannot afford this and I welcome the idea
that this sort of groupage of people who have to get thelr

L3.

r arnd thereldre re-

goods out will be 2ble tc do it topethe
duce the amcunt thaet they woulld rove to roy irdividuwlly.
I think that the apprezch is z secnsitle cne, the cost has
got to te met snd I thirk in this instance the Yinister hos
got to be patted on the back beccusc I think he deserves it
but - there is alwsys a but -~ when it comes to the extra 50p
on the departure tax, I thinx that this is r,_11y 2busive.
As a user I would expect sorething that I haove
paid and this 15 D““P”ps where 1 ¢ Ty nyself with
the many other thousands ¢f people who ! n got to de-
clare an interest like I have tut, of course, who &3k them-
selves: "What am I paying this extra 50p for? I never got
anyth;ﬁg for it be? PC when I paid the 50p ené I am getting
no more for it now." Whut do I find when I errive in Gib-
raltar, a terrible congestion ol tourisis as they comé ingy
a hell of a Job to try ard pet your suitscase,; and the whole
thing looks such a muddle thct guite obviously to heve to
pay 50p on top of that I think is a sczndal. Az .you go out
it is even worse becuuse you ar erdec¢ into a depcriure
lounge which really cannct hold the n er of people vwho are
herded in, sometimes lcng befcore ;e 1s due to go and
therefore they have to wait th 3 *fortable
conditions to the ez ent that “5it down
because there is net enough sitting acco*moc;tio available
and I would 1like to 85X the NI ter to rcelly reconsider
this very cerefully and vefore ding the 20z zt leust pro=-
vide some amenities for the 5Cp thut the tourists nave to
pay, including, of course, Gibralterians who have to go
through exactly the same ordesl. Quite honestiy, lNr Speaker,
I cannot’ supportt . I do not Xnow how ny colleagues feel
because we haven' t discussed that but on this -one would
sugpgest to the Minister that he waits until enlarges the
t¢“nin31 I do not xnow when thut will be, hope the ycar
2000 if this Gove“ﬂmenz remains in office, G rot h
this is an oppeo e moment to Incrcese it as a ular
user of the te“.".;l. I rgelly know what i ans anq I
really do not see why this chuarge should be e, I think
it is unjustified, it is really monecy being Ken under
fzlse pretences. ‘I really do nct believe thsot an Honourable
Government should act in tnis wey. —herefere, ¥r Speaker, I
cannct support thit increase znd perheps if my Fonourable
riend will agree, we will introcduce azn zmendment at the
apprcpriate time. .

HON P J ISQLA:

We are agreeing to ithis moticn snd I think the best way to
desl with this particular siiuetion ls to ebstain on the vote
tc show ocur disapproval of the piece o racketscering contained
in paragraph 3 of this Ordéer. This esirper: degarture tax, you
know, was immoral in the first zlsc n it was firss 1ntro—
duced. Ve objecied to it on the gr fzt the charges
pecple pay in other airporis zre sr.ich are part of the
airport tax which goes to the ai vihority, but in Gib-
raltar the airport suthority Iis Royal Lir Force and.the
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szeroplea o e to pay substantizl charges
to tre T . : o corgany Tor ot handling
ol the Ze H gnd for the handling of the
aircraft and for the Iun:‘nb et the airport so vhat on earth
is the 50p and now the £1 going to? It is an immoral tax, it

is Just getting a cut at the tax oa visitors to Gibraltar,
that is whzt it really arounts to, and of course we cannot
agree with it. I zgree with what ry Honecurable and Gallant
Friend has said about the air terminal building, it is time
thzt the Government tried to do something about it. I do
not xnow whrt hzppens to zn elierly person, I suppose they
depend on a xind soul to help them with their luggage. For
ex:ntle, CGovernment could help by putiing a few trolleys in
the eirport, iIn other words sgendi nb tnls money 1f it wants
to taxe it off people, in giving asmerities at the only piecte
of ground there that be7onb:. o t e Governuent as the rest

is Ministry of Tefence or RPlands or Gibraltar Airways or who=--
ever handles zircr But to put it up 10607 zt a time when

. we have refused 3ri firwzys, I assume that stlll goes, an
- incresse in f'"~s Noverber 1st, that doesn't seem to ne

21
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to be rizht znd lay ooen o all sorts of charges. I
think the best way aling with this rather than to bore
the House with apendz ¢ to the rotion is that we will ab-
sta‘n, as a sign of protest, zbout the extra 50p on the air-

port departure tax snd we would ask the Minister, seriousiy,
that if this tazx is goirng to be increased,. well do something
for tre people usirg the terminal tecause at the moment they
are treated like cattle.

¥R SU“AndR'

Coes the linister wish to reply?

EON A % SIRFATY:

Yes, ¥r Speaier, we are doing something at the sirport. How-
ever these extersions with all the dirfficulties of the Ministry
of LDefence apron ari one thing and another cannot be carried
out with a megic wand.

HON MAJOR R J PaLIZA

Is the extension going to te paid out of this money or it tnis
. money going to be used for scrething else?

HON A W SZRFATY:

That I cannot say but one thing I.would like to say and I am
sure Members' opposite will appreciate, that £1 in 1979/80 is
worth no more than 5Cp in 1575 when we put the departure tax
at 50p.

My Speaker then put i
the rollowing Hon et

The \ozeasis
The sjor ¥ J lellipiani
The ir Joshua Fassan
The E Perez
The v Serfaty
The R G 1
The Zar
The 37
The Vellace
The Tollowing Hon Nernters zbstained:
The Hen P J Iscla
The Hen ¥ajor R.J Pelize .
. The Hon G T Recstano

The Tollowing Hon ¥embers w
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The mcotion was accordin
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The House recessed at 7.3

ere szbsent from the Chamber:

15T NOVEKBER, 1979

The House resuﬂea at 26.30

MR SPEAKXER:

I would reminé the House thz
RO

motions and th
by the Honoura?

HON ATTORNEY-CENERAL:

¥r Speaker, I ‘have the honour t
v

nmy name. I would seek the
read the motion in full,

HON ATTORNEY-GINERAL:

ThanXx you, Yr Spesker. 1Ir
the Second Schedule to the
increase the fess that are
naturalisation under the Br
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fees were last increuaed, 3ir, in MNovexber of 1978 since when

the fees in the Urnltzd ¥Hinzlom huave tezn increased vith effect '

from the Lth of April o” this year and it is proposed that our
fees should proceed space with those fees and, accordingly,
the various fees in item 3 have been increased to that effecte.
Vr Speaxer, I draw attention to the faet that where any appli-
cation 1s made before these new fees were to come into force
then the person who made the application would be liable only
to pay the fee at the old rete. MNr Speaker, I also move to
arend the Crder by changing the date of .commencement from the
1st to the 8th of November, 1979.

MR SPEAKER:

Let us not get confused because we have to propose the motion
first and then we have to amend it unless it is basically a
ratter of correction. ILet us get to the stage when I propose
" the motion and then we can make the necessary amendments in
due course.

HON ATTORNZIY-GENE RAL~
Mr Speaker, I move accordingly.

MR SPEAKER: o

I will then propose the guestion in the terms of the motion
regarding the Licensing and Fees (Amendment of Schedule)

(¥o 3) MNotice, 1979, moved by the Honourable the Attorney-
General. If there are no contributors to the motion I will

ask the Honourable. the Attorney-General to move the.necessary -
amendrents.

HON ATTORNTY-GENERAL: ' .

Mr Speaker, it was contemplated that this motion, may have been’

dealt with yesterday but because it is not being dealt with

today I would move the following amendments; that in sub-

{arﬁggﬁgh (2) of paragraph 1, the expression "lst" be changed
o .

¥R SPEAYER: ' ; ‘tf'-'

Is there any other explanation you would like gp give on this?
HON ATTLRNEY-GENEZRAL:

There 1s Just one other amendment as well, Nr Speaker. That

in sub-paragraph (2) the same change be made from "lst" to
"8th" the reason being, simply, to provide for the amendment

to come into force one weex later than originally contemplated.
¥r Speaker then put the question in the terms of the Hon the.

Attorney~General's acendnent which was resolved in the affirma-
tive and the amendrents were accordingly passed,

- .
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ir Speaxer then put the quesiicn in the terrs of the Hon the
Attorney-General's rctior, oS whended, ".;~h wus rcsolved in
the affirmative and the motion wus wccordingly passed.
PITIS

FIRST AND STCCIND READINGS

" The Elderly Persons (Non-Contributory) Pensions (Amendrent )

Ordirance, 1979

HON A J CANEPA:

Mr Speaker, I have the honour to move that a Bill for an
Ordinance to amend the Vlderly Persons SNonoContributory)
Pensions Ordinance, 1973 (No 27 of 1973) be read a first
time.

"Mr Speaker then put the question which was resolved in the

affirmative and the Bill was read a first time.
HON A J CANEPA:

Mr Speaker, I have the honour to move that this P11l be now
read a second time. The main obJect of this Rill 18, in

' fact, in its last, clause 5, in which the rates of elderly

persons pension is increased from £8 to £9 as from the 1st

of January, 1980, This incrcase of 123j is clightly lecs

than it would normally have been neuring in mind the current
rate of inflation which stands at sbout 16, but it must be
remembered, firstly, that in January of this yeur the pen-
sion was increased by no less than 60, from £5 to the
present £8 a week snd, secondly, thut with the proposed in-
crease early next year, the pension will have increased by

no less than 2905 since it was first introduced in 19274
whereas during the same period the rise in the incex of re-
tall prices hos been of about 130%. Also, of course, 55
Honourable Members are sware, the additicnal income tax claw-
back of this pension was abolished last year with retrospec=-
tive effect to the 1lst of April, 1978, and therefore the
pension 1s now only subject to tax in the normal way. The
proposed increase in the Elderly Persons-Fension i35 estimated
to involve additional annual expenditure of sbout hB,OOOL

. The House will recall thal specxking on my first rotion yes-

terday evening I said thct expenditure on this item woulgd,
with the provosed increases under the Bill te running at

close on £3m a year. Insofar as the current financial year

is concerned, ¥r Speaker, I do not anticipate'thut additional
funds will be required for the quarter January to March, 1930,
as we made provision for the proposed increase in the approved
Estimates at Budget time. Turning to other aspects of the’
Bill, ¥r Speaker, we have taken the opportunity to amend the
principal Ordinance in several respects as laid down' in

clauses 2, 3 and 4. As will be seen from the Explanatory

L8.
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K@morandum to the Bi1ll, they are not matters of substance, let
wlone depurtures f{rem estublished policy. For example, ‘the
Elcerly Person Pensions Ordinance now provides that a person
who at the time of the award of a penction is in receipt of
supplerentary benefits, should have his supplementary benefits
reauced by the amcunt the elderly persons pension. But the
Orainance does not provide for similar treatment in the case

of a person who becomes entitled to suprlementary benefits
after the award of elderly person pension. This is intended

to be put right by clause 3 of the Bill. Likewise, & person

is not entitled to the ellerly persons penzion if he is in
receipt of - some other social security pension, for example,
United Kingdom retirement pension but it has been realised

that there is no provision in the law to cancel or reduce. the
elcerly person pension where a person to whom it has already
been awarded subsequently becomes entitled to some other pen-
sion. Agsin, it is intended to rectiry this in clause L of ile
Bill. 'The few other changes are minor consequential matters of .

drafiing amendment. - Mr Speaker, I.commend the Bill to the

House.
¥R SPEAKER:

Before I put the ‘question to the.House does any Homncurable
¥ember wish to speak on the general principles or merits of
the Bill? :

HON P J ISOlA:

Mr Speaker, as far as elderly people are concerned and pensions

to the aged are concerned the Minister will always receive the
gupport of this side of the House for any increase that there .
may be. We subscribe to the principle that people in their

old age, everything should be done to make.their old age as
cornfortable as possible and, therefore, the Government will
always get sympathetic support for any proposals that increases
trhe amount of pension or payments to be made and I think it is -
kept under constant eview to ensure that tle elderly do not
suffer from ‘the ravages of inflation which the younger people

are able to meet by wage cerands and wage increases and, there- .

fore, let me say quite clearly, that that 1s the position of
the Opposition, we would certainly like to see constant review
of benefits for the aged and the elderly. Having said that,

¥r Spezker, I sm a littie surprised that the incrzase in the
Elderly Persons Penslon 1s not keeping pace with the inflation
of the current year. I suspect that this may be partly due to
the fact that by doing away with the clawback and by making the
elderly person pension a universal pension, applicable to

- everybody, whether they needed it or not, the Government has

found itself with a rather larger bill than it need have found
itself. I don't like going back on past history bu the Govern-
ment will recall that when they introduced the Elderly Persons
Non-Contributory Pension originally, on this side of the House
we didn't agree with the universality of it because what we -
sald then has happened and that was that by giving the pension .

L9.

to everybody it inhibited the Government Tor being more
generous with the amount of the pension that it could give
beceuse everybody could apply and, therefore, the rate of
the pension was bound to be low and this favoured those with
means as against those people who required the pensiocn and
could well do with the money; it wasn't just pocket money,
it was necessary for them. The Gocverrment in order to meeil
that objection, I suppose, intrcduced the clew-back system
and the e’l'ect of that, of course, was to get back Irom ihe
wealthy the pension that was given to them,that was the
effect, that anybody who reslly didn't need the pensicn by
virtue of the claw-bsck provisicns paid it vack, but that
again was unsatisfactory because that gave the %ie to the
princinle of universality, so the Government did away with
the claw-beck end ssid: "Right, if you ere a-rich ran you
will pay 50% of your pension back to the Government,? which
is fair enough. That unfortunately is, I would imagine, an
unhibiting factor in the asmount that can be given and I think
that is a pity becsuse by not increasing it in accordance
with the percentage of inflation, Government is possibly
being unfair to e sectien of the community, not all old
people, but a number of old people who can well do with any
increase that csn be given end to that extent we must ex-
press our reservations on this Bill. We support the Bill

_in the sense that we agree witih the increase but we feel

that the question of elderly persons and the non-contributory
pensions position should be reviewed by the Government. You
see, Mr Speaker, the other point that somehow or other seems
to act against elderly people who are rnct so well off as
sgainst elderly people who are well off is thot elderly
people who are well off do not get supplementary bencfits
and, therefore, just pay tax on their pension, so they have
an unearned income incresse, as it.were, but those who re-
quires the pension and not only require the pension but flso
require supplementary tenefits get those benefits or that
pension reduced by the amount that they ere receiving in
supplementary benefits. I am not sure whether I am ?O?rect
on this and certainly I would like clarification. Trere is
& field, I think, the Government ought to explers. If we
are going to stick to universality of pensions let it be a
sort of luxury in a way, let it be & sort of grezt sogial
principle, I don't think it is a very great ‘social principle
but, anyway, let's say it is, but let's compensate .the
pecple &t the other end by not taking eway‘from then if they
are in receipt of supplementary benefits, if their circum-
stances are such that they require tc receive supplementary
benefits, let us not reduce the benefits or the pcnsion
whichever way it is done by the amcunt of the first pe;sion.
I would like the Government to consider thuat as a genuine
effort or a genuine attempt to try and improve the lot of
those whose lot should be improved without necessarily
giving advantage to those whose lot need not be improved.
Subject to those comments, Mr Speaker, we will of course
support the main principles of the Bill which seexs to be to
increase the amount of pension. . .
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' ¥R SPEAKER:

Does the Minister wish to reply?’

HON A J CANEPA: .

Yes, Mr Speaker. I am grateful.ror tfe constructive approach

of the Leader of the Opposition on the matter. I would like
to remind him, however, Sir, that the concept behind the pen-
sion when it was introduced in 1974 was that it was a.measure
intended to bridge the gap between the era when we would
achleve universal pensions under the Svcial Insurance Scheme
and what has happened in the past when only industrials
earning under £500 were insurable. It vas an interim
measure to take us over the hump, as it were. Eventually,

kr Speaker, thms number will dwindle. I said yesterday
evening that tnere werée about 950 of these and that in fact
the number had increased froan about 900 in the last year and
I explained the reason for that.- But I think we have reached
a pegk, I would not anticipate the number to go beyond 950
and they should begin to dwindle. There will always be a
hard core of persons in recsipt of elderly persons pensione.

I imagine that, in the main, women who have not been out to
work, spinsters mainly, I would say because widows will
probably te covered under the Social Insurance Scheme by
their husband's contribution, but I do anticipate that un-
married women or men who for a number of reasons may not

have been able to work, illnesses and so on, they will be-
come entitled to the Elderly Persons Pension at the age of '
65 in the same way as now¥ those person aged below 60 become
entitled to supplementary benefits because they have no other
income. 4s I say, I think the number will begin to dwindle
slowly until eventually there will be a hard core which it

is very difficult to put a number to them, it could be a hard:

core of 250 or 350, of that order, I would say substantially
less than the present 950. And when we do reach that level
then I think the Government of the day will be in a position

to provide a more realistic pension for them though of course -

it will never be able to compare with the social insurance
pensions since one is contributory and the other one is note.
Mr Speaker, Mr. Isola spoke about the pension favouring those
with means, well, originally we tried to do sqmething about
that, ¥r Speaker, when we introduced the pension in 1974 we
linked it to a very paritive clew-back which mean that the
whole of the pension was recovered through income tax for
anyone whose income at the time, I think, was in excess of
£2,500. Then we relaxea the claw-back, I think it was in
early 1978, so that people with incomes in excess of £4,500
only would pay the whole of their pension back and, finally,
ard under preasure and I think I should remindi the Honourable
Member that some of the pressure for us to abolish the claw-

back came from the other side of the House., They were pressing

the Government to abolish .the claw-back obviosuly with open.

eyes knowing that the people who would derive the most benefit

from that would be those who pay tax at a higher rate. The
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pension has been mcre thsn inflation proof, in fact, becuuse
it was only £2.30 a week when we introduced it in 1974 &nd

as I said in my main contribution the cost of living has only
gone up by less then half in percentage terms compared to the
increases 1n the pension which amount to 2SC% so even though
in the last year the ihcrease will not have been infletion
proof in that it is only 123%% as against 16% for the cost of
living, the increases have been more than inflation proof in
the last 1ive years. The other important thing, of cocurse,
is that people are not expected to live on this pension. IT
they do not have any income at all or if this is their scle
income, then it is topped up by the householders rate of
supplementary benefit and the level of supplementary benefit
is more than inflation proof. I recall, Wr Speaker, that
when I took office Irom Maurice Xiberras the level of the

. pension for a couple stood at £6 g week. By January that
.will have been increased by more than LOO% becaguse we have

been concerned to ensure that the most needy sector otf the
community should be provided with a minimum income which is
increased regularly by amounts beycnd the cost of livinge.
The only constraint, of course, being the minimum level of
wages, in other words, the basic wage of a labourer con=-
stitutes a constraint on the maximum level ol supplementiary
benefits that a family can receive. I think, Kr Spesker,
within the constraints that we have in the sense thit we are
dealing with a very large number of people, we are oealing
with a level of expenditure which is rnow spproaching £3m, 1
think we are doing the utmost that we can to provide a
supplementary income in a way for people who may have small
pensions and for those who have nothing at all but live with
their in-laws and are being by and large provided by their
in~laws, we are nevertheless giving some money that they can
call their own which is good, I think, for the dignity of
the individual so that he does not become totslly dependent
on his in-laws but can meke some contribution towards his
upkeep and, perhaps, have money for his own personal ex-~
penses. This is the concept behind the pension and it might
be that in time the Government will be able to do something
more substantial about it but for the moment this is about
as far as we can really afford to go.  Thank you, Sir.

Mr Speaker then put the question which was resolved in the
affirmative and the Bill was read a second time. -

HON A J CANEPA: ‘ : ' )

¥r Speaker, I beg to give notice that the Committee Suage
and.Third Reading of the Bill should be taken at a latet
stage in.these proceedingse.

This was agreed to. .
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STHZ PRICEZ CONTROL (A¥ZNOMENT ) ORDINANCE . 3979
HON A J CANZPA: '

¥r Speaker, I have the honour to move that a Bill for an
Ordinance to amend the Price Contrcl Ordinance (Chapter 177)
be read a first time.

Mr Speaker then put the question which was resolved in the
. affirmative and the Bill was read a first time,

HON A J CANEPA:

Kr- Speaker, I have the honaur to move thst this Bill be now
read a .second time. Sir, in the course of the cebate during
the Committee Stage of the Price Control (Amendment) (No 2)
Bill, which the Hyuse considered in October last year and -
which restored the position under the Price Control Ordinance
as it had been prior to the amendment which the Supreme Court
ruled was unconstitutional, it was suzgested by the Honourable
Kr Bossano and by Mr Maurcie Xiberras that it would be desir-
atle to harmonize the contents of section 3A and secticn 5 of
the Price Control Ordinance by introducing the term "services"
into the former section. Clauses 4 and 5 of the Bill now be=-
fore the House, Mr ®peaker, are intended to achieve precisely
this. At the moment, representations to the Governor may be
made under section 3A in respect of any object, article or
thing and if the Governor has the power to serve a notice

upon a person in respect of supplies, then 'it does seem proper
that he should also have those same powers ia respect of
Services. If this Bill tecomes law the Governor would be able
tc serve upon the person performing s service at unreasonable
prices, a notice showing the maximum price allowed to be
charged for that service and to make that person liable to
prosecution if he disobeys such a notice properly served upon
him., The difference between the two sections is that whereas
section 5 already giv:s the powsrs to the Governor to authorise
"the examination of accounts, books and other documents in the
custody of a person carrying on a business and in respect of
supplies and the performance of any servies, section 3A does
not include services. Under section 3A the Governor may
receive representations and fix maximum prices but he cannot
issue notices and order the examination of accoun® books or
documents of a person carrsing on biisiness without having
recourse to section 5. In these respects the sections are
interdependent. The opportunity has also been t ake, Mr
Speaxer, to improve the definitions in the principal Ordinance
ana to effect other minor drafting improvements. The new sec=
tion 5 has been introduced in order to combine the powers at
present contained in sections 5(1), 5(2), 5(3) end 5(c) of

the principal Ordinance and the Honourable Attorney-General
has advised me thut this latter approach is largely cosmetic
and that the only substantive changes are those given in the
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Explanatory Note appended to the Bill, Mr Speaker, there has
of course been some controversy surrounding umendments to the
Price Control Ordinance over the past twe years but I would
like to thinx that the present Bill before the Eouse might be
described as a services charter and yet snother festure of
consumer protection which has been sought by both sides of the
House. I have discussed the matter with the Chamber of
Commerce to whom copies of the araft Bill were supplied in
early June and the reply of the Chamber has been that they
have no serious objection to the Bill and perhaps before I am
asked to comment when I exercise my right to reply, perhaps,
I could say that as I think the Honourable Xr Restano well
knows fro his days in the Chamber, the Charber objects in
principle to price control legislation, they would love to see
the Price Control Ordinance or price control abolished ‘alto-
gether because they believe that competition is.-enough to
ensure that prices are kept at a reasonable level., -It is, I
think, because they have a fundamental objection to the whole
principle of price control that they have said thst they have
no serious objection to the Bill. Mr Speaker, I comment the
Bill to the House.

MR SPEAKER:
Before I put the question does ahy Honourable Xember wish to

-Bpeak on the general principles or merits of the Bill?

HON P J ISOILA:

Mr Speaker, I would 1like to sey on this Bill, two points. One
is, certainly I would like to have an assurcnce from the Govern=—
ment or the Honourable and Learned the Attorney-General that
this Bill will in no way contravene the Constitution and the
Judgement of the  Supreme Court on the matter. I would hate

to find myself voting in favour of a Bill that was non-consti-
tutional or unconstituticnal so perhaps from the point of view
of the record we might have an assurance on this point.
Secondly, Mr Speaker, it does seem to me, Trom reading the
explanatory note and trying to compare with previous Crdin-
ances, that all this Bill does really 1is to c¢o & bit of re=-
drafting of existing provisions and to include services on

the question of what the Governor can inspect or order &n in-

- spection of books in respect of companies and firms that ren-

der services, but I would like to asik the Minister when he
replies, to tell the House whst has brought about the need for
this legislation, does the Consumer Protection Officer desire
to inspect books of people who give services or is it that
somebody. has been going through the legislation snd ssid: "Look,
we can inspect books in respect of supplies but not in respect

-of services, let us amend the Ordinance." Because, obviously,

I think Honourable Members on both sides of the House would

"not like to put more restrictions than is gsbsolutely necessary

in pursuance of a policy of price control which involves nece-
ssarily the liberty of the individual and so forth. Subject
to the sort of explanation as to why it is considered necessary
to amend the Ordinance, we would support it to the extent that
it goes. . ;
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HON ATTORNEY-GZNERAL:

Mr Speaker, if I ray speak to the constitutional point. I
will not go so far as to say that the Bill is constitutional
because I believe that it is ultimately the prerogatice of

the Court, but I will say that we have ‘considered the case of .

Garcia and Others -v- the Attorney-General, when we were
drafting this Bill, of course, and we had thut case. in mind
and in my opinioén this Bill keeps to the constitutional side
of that case. I believe it to be not an infringement of the
Constitution.

HON A J CANEPA:

Mr Speaker, the proposal to include services in the ambit of
the powers which the Governor has under section 3A and to

.harmonize section 3A and section 5 does, not to my mind, con-

stitute a new or a fresh initiative on the part of the Govern-
ment in order to conduct, shall we say, a witch-hunt on people
who perform services. The need to introduce services within
section 3A was mainly prompted by the debate that I have re-
ferred to in the Committee 3tage of the Bill in October last
yeer and I think it would be of interest to the Leader of the
Opposition and His mind might be put at-rest if I were to
suggest that when he has time perhaps he should Iook through -
puages 77-81 of the Hansard of 24 October, 1978, because he
will be able to appreciate, I think, the background and the
context against which the suggestion was made. Ih fact, I

can assure the Honourable Member that in respect of the powers
which the Governor has had in the last four or five years to
issue warrants in connection with complaints of overpricing,

o perhaps, in respect of articles or things, I don't think’

there has been any czse where the Consumer Protection Officer
has had to resort formally to those powers. Knowing that the
powers are there, he has been able to approach the trade con-
cerned and the matter has been amicably se’itled to the satis-
faction not Just of the consumer but I would like to say even
up to a point, the trader who ray feel that justice is being
done all round. That is the approach that we would t aske.

The Goverrment will not, through the Consumer Protection
Depzrtment, be poking its nose where, perhaps, it shouldn't.
No initiative will bve taken but the poaers willtwe there and
if an irdividual should come along and make a ISrmal complaint
to the Consumer Protecticn Department, the matter will be in-
vestigated without having recourse to the powers which thz
Governor has, if the perscn being investigated, as it were,
were to prove to te difficult then of course we can always -
have resort {0 formal powers and carry out a proper investi-
gation. I can assure the Honourable Member that these powers
should be there'in law and that they will be used, if at all,
most Judiciously.

—

¥r Speaker then put the question which was resoived in the
effirzative and the B1ill was read a second tine,.
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HON A J CALEPA:

Mr Speaker, I beg to give notice that the Committee Stage and
Third Reading of this Rill be t akenat a aubscquent meeting of
this House. .

' TEE ENTERTAINMENTS LALEWDV:NT) ORDINANCE, 1979

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL:

Mr Speaker, I have the honour to move that a Bill for an
Ordinance to amend the Entertainments Ordinance (Chapter 51)
be read a first time.

Mr Speaker then put the question which was resolved in the
affirmative and the Bill was read a first time.

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL:

Sir, I have the honour to ficve that the Bill be now read a
second time. MNr Speaker, this Bill effectively does one

thing and that is to increase the penalties for keeping a

place of entertainment without a licence or for keeping a -
place of entertainment contrary to the provisions eof g licence.
The penalty in each case is the same, it is increased to £100

*on first conviction and on a second or subseguent conviction

to £200 and in each case to a daily penalty of £5 for cvery
dsy on which the offence has continued. MNr Spzaker, Members
of the House will recall that last year an amendment to this
Ordinance was passed by the House, it has not yet been brought

" into force, and this particular provision is intended to bring

into forcé that part of that Bill which does increase these
penalties. Mr Speaker, I commend the Bill to the House.

MR SPEAKZR:

" Before I put the question to the House does any Honcurable

Member wish to speak on the general principles or merits of
the B111¢? ) .

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

Mr Speaker, following cn what the Honourable and .Learned
Attorney-General has said, I would like to say it will be re~

" called that there was an outcry about the formation ofAclub

on the spot, so to speak, to overcome the provisions of the
rules about X films and we passed thet Bill into an Ordinance
but, the date for the coming into force of the Ordinance was
left by notice by the Governor in the Gazette. Following ihe
passing of that Orcéinance, I have talked with the operaztors
of the cinemas and I said that we were recluctant to exercise
these rather stringent conditicns in the Ordinunce but if
they did not cooperate we would have no option but io do so.
I am glad to say that they have cooperated end that it has

- not become necessary to-put that Bill properly into force.
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This aspect of it is a different one, this is ovr.e which cer-
tzinly wus included in thuat 2ill and one which has given
cause Tor complaint from many purents wtout their children
being allowed into films that they would themselves object

to thelr children being allowed on the question of age and
thls again has been done in the past by making conditions to
the exhibition of certain X films that it should be fit for
persons over 18 years and not over 16 and this Bill proposes
to increase the penalties on the matter and to provide for
better protection. The penalties were very low and they have
.been brought up to date though I cannot say that it has taken
account of inflation since they were last fixed.

There being ro further contributors to the debete Mr Speaker
* then put the question which was resolved in the affirmative

and the Bill was read a second time,. .

HON Oer 3 QML'

Sir, I beg to glve notice that the Committee Stage and Third
Reading of this Bill be taken at a later stage.

This was agreed to.

THZ PENSIONS {SCHOOL TEACHZRS) (aP“CIAL PROVISIONS) (Am:NDr‘.EW)

O0xDINAICE., 1879

HON ATTORNEZY-GENERAL:

Sir, I have-the honour to move that a Bill for an Ordinance to
arend the Pensions (School Teachers) {Special Provisions)
Ordinance (Chapter 123) now be read a first time.

Kr Speaker then put tbe question which was resolved in the
affirmative and the Bill was read a first time.

HON ATTORIEY-GENZERAL:

Sir, I have the honour to move that the Bill be now read a
second time. This Bill deals with a very technical and, if I
nay say so0, specific matter.  The Pensions (School Teachers)
(Special Provis‘ons) Ordinance, the principal Ordinance, pro-
vicded for certzin teachers who were specified in ihe Schedules
to that Ordinance to have taken iinto account when they were
having their pensiocnable service reckoned, one half of the
tirme that they had worked in Gibraltar as school teachers
after the age of 20 and otherwise than in the public service.
This Ordinance was enacted in order to take into account )
teaching service in Cibraltar before the war time evacuation
of families. W¥hen the schedules were compiled it was sub- -
sequently found that certuln teachers' names had been left off
the list. There has been one previous amendment to insert a
name and it has now come to light that there are, in fact,

. three more persons who fall within the ambit of the Ordinance
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and therefore the purpose of this amendment 1s simply to add

. thelr nsmes to the schedules., In the case of two of the.

people concerned they =zare-still teaching and therefore they
g0 into one schedule &nd in the case of the thira she has in-
fact retired and she goes into the other schedule but the
overall effect is precisely the same. Sir, es I said, this
is a technical Bill to insert an omission znd I commend the
Bill to the House.

MR SPEAKER:

Before I put the guestion to the House dces any Honourable
liember wish to speak on the general principles and merits of
the Bill?

There neing no further contributors to the debate Mr Spesaker
then put the question which was resolved in the affirmative
and the Bill was read a seccnd time.

HON ATTORNEY-~GENERAL:

Sir, I beg to give notice that the Committee Stage and Third
Reading of the Bill be taken et a later stage in the mectlng.

This was agreed to.
BZ SUPPLENENTARY APPROPRIATION (1076/77) ORDT‘IA icT, 1979
HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPLENT SECRITARY : s

Sir, I have the honour to meve that a Bill for an Ordinance to
apply further sums of money to the service of the year ending
31st March 1977 be read a first time.

Mr Speaker then put the question which was resolved in the
affirmative and the Bill was read a first time.

HON FINANCIAL ARD DEVELOPYENT SECRSTARY:

Sir, I have the honour to move that the Bill be now read a
second time., Sir, I think that Honourable ¥erbers will re-
call that at the meeting of this House on the 25th of June
this year., the House passed = motion approving the Report of
the First Session (1979) of the Public Accounts Committee.

It was a motion which was moved by the Honcurzble and Learned
the Leader of the Opposition. One of the main recommendations
in that report was thst sll the excess expenditure in 1976/77,
totalling £2,240,956, should be approved by & Supplemcntary
Ordinance. The purpose of the Bill now before the House is

to appropriate, in accordence with Section 65(3) of the Con-
stitution, that sum of £2,240,956 out of the-Ccnsolidated
Fund. The purposes for wnich the sums are reguired are set
out in the Schedule to the Bill, Mr Speesker, Sir, I commend
the Bill to the Housee. . '

‘MR SPEAKER:

Before I put the question to the House does any Honoursble
Member wish to speak on the genersl principles and merits of
the Bill?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

Sir, when the first report of tne Public Accounts Committee
recommended that, we could easily have passed a Bill at the
same time bat we felt, being the first report of the Committee
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and - even thouzh it was in the summer recess, that we should
not show# undue haste to carry out the recommendations of the
Public Accounts Committee in view of comments that had been
made before about the fact that the expenditure had bteen
properly made though uriauthorised by this House. That is why
T think that this is just a rectifying situation and does not
require any money in order to appropriate.it because the
money has already been voted by this House in general terms.

HON P J ISOLA:

I would just like to say because I did seem to read something
somewhere, I am not sure where, where it was said that the
money had been swept under the carpet and of course, that is
not so. Vhat we did find in the Public Accounts Committee

and I think one ought to refresh the minds of people on this,-

we did find that the money thsat had been spent had been

. properly spent, the only problem was that this was not

authorised by the House which of course it should have been

~authorised by the Kouse and I think 1f anybody who has in-

terest in this matter woulc vefer themselves to the report
of the Public Accounts Committee, they will ez that there
was some falrly ssrong language used about the question that
no authority had been sought from the House on the matter.
Having said that we did recommend that the House do pass the
appropriate Appropriation Bill because the.. money spent had
been properly spent so ‘we have no hesitation in supporting
this Bill. .

¥r Speaker then put the question which was resolved in the

'affirmativg and- the Bill was read a second time.

HON- FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Sir, I beg to give notice that the Committee Stage and Third
Reading of the Bill be taken at & later stage in the meetinge.

This was agreed to.

THE SUPPLEMINTARY APPROPRIATION (1977/78) ORDINANCE, 1979

HON FINAMNCIAL AND DE#ELOPMENT SECRETARY:

'Sir, I have the honour to move that a Bill for an Ordinance

to epply further sums of money to the service of the year
ending 31st March, 1973, be read a first time.

¥r Speaker then put the question ﬁhich was resolved in the
effirmative and the Bill was read a first timz. ’

HCN FINANCIAL  AND DEVZLOPMENT SECRETARY:

3ir, 1 have the honour to move that the Bill be now read a
second time. 1In my speech when moving the previous Bill I
mentiongd that the rain recommendation of the Public Accounts
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Committee in its first session was a recommendetion.of appro-
priation “or monies coverspent in the yeer 1976/77. In the
same report the Conmittee reccmrmended that o sum of £116,819
be appropriated from the Consolidesteac Fund to meet an excess
expenditure in 1977/78 and in the Fill now tefore the House
the intention is to appropriaste, in accordance with section
65(3) of the Constitution, thst further sum of £116,819 from
the Consolidated Fund. I vicula, Sir, take this opportunity
to assure the House that I myself have read with the utmost
interest the first report of the Public Accounts Committee
and have taken note of thé recommendations and contents. Nr
Speaker, Sir, I commené the Bill to the House.

MR SPEAKER:

Before I put the question to the House does any Honoupablé ;
Member wish to speak on the general principles and merits of
the Bi1l? . ’

There being no further contributors to the debate ¥r Speaker
then put the .question which was resolved in the affirmative
and the Bill was read a second time.

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPNENT SECRETARY:

Sir, I beg to give notice that the Committee Stage and Third
Reading of the Bill ve taken at = later stage of the meeting.

This was zgreed to. »

THE_SUPPLENMENTARY APPROPRIATION (1979/80) (IO 2) ORDIKANCE,
905

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMNENT SECRETARY:

.Sir, I have the honour to mcve that a Bill for an Ordinance

to apply further sums of money to the service of the year

“ending 31st March, 1980, be read a first time.

Mr Speaker then put the question which was resolved in the
affirmative and the Bill wss read a first time.

HON FINANCIAL .AND DEVELOPNENT SECRETARY:

S8ir, I have the honour to move that the Bill be now read a
second time. The purpose of this Bill is to asppropriate, in
accordance with Section 65(3) of the Constitution, a further
sum of £379,719 out of the Consolidated Fund and in accord-
ance with Section 67(2) of the Constitution, a further sum of
£7,962 from the Consolicdated Fund to replenish the Contingency
Fund. The Bill also seeks to eppropriaste, in accordance with
Section 27 of the Public Finance (Control end Audit) Ordinance,
the sum of £517,061 for the Improvemsznt and Developrent Fund.
Mr Speaker, Sir, the purposes for which these additional sums
are being sought are detailed in two Schedules to Supplementary
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estirmztes which I laid at the beginning of these proczeedings.

-~

Trhey are the Consolidated Fund 3Schedule of Supplecentary
Estimates lio ¢ of 1979/5C anu also the Imnrovement and Develop~-
rent Fund Schedule of Supplementary Estimates No 2 of 1979/80.
kr Speaker, Sir, I commend this Bill to the House.

MR CPEAKER:

Before 1 put ihe question to the House does any Honourable
Member wish to speak on the general principles and merits of
the Bill?

HON P J ISOLA:

We will of course be dealing with the actua. proposed expendi-
ture in ‘the Schedule but at this particular stage I would just
like to ask the Honcurable the Financial and Development Sec-
" retary when he replies on the second reading, this is about
the financial position of the Government, this I notice is the
second Supplerentary Appropriation Ordinance, 1979, since the
budget and leaving the Improvement and Development Fund to one
side and merely referrinb to the Consolicdated Fund, it seems
that the Government is coming to the Fouse for a further

£367, 681, taken'together with the first. Supplementary Appro=-
pxlation Ordinance this would, am I right, bring the estimated
Consolidated Fund balance as at 3lst Larcn, 1980, down by this
amount plus any other amount voted already by the House oén
. Supplementary Estimates lec 1 of 1979/80. Could I ask the
Financial 2nd Developrent Secretary, in generel terms, is this
additicnal expenditure being met from savings or is this addi-
tional expenaiture going to eat into the reserves of the
Government ? N .

KR SPEAKER:

If there are no other contributors I will call on the Honour-
able the Financial and levelopment Secretary to replye.

HON FINALCIAL AND LEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

¥r Speaxker, Sir, I am grateful to the Honourable and Learned
Membter for the points which he has made. The shpplementary
now before the House and that which was passed-pt the June
meeting brings an addition of expenditure of £6u0 610. It is
too early yet to say what tne savings willtet;other heads of
expenditure and also what the additions of revenue will be.
Ve have, within the last twvo weeks, issued a letter to depart-
ments asking them to provice revised figures for 1979/80 and
also to suomit their proposals for the 198C/8l estimates.
This 1is the annual process which the Treasury carries out.

I would hope, in fact, I would expect that the total amount
of £640,C0C0 odd I have Just mentioned will be met from savings
and additional revenue and that the position of the Consoli--
dated  Fund at the end of this financial year will be no worse-

than was expected when the original estimates were passed. :
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Mr Speaker then put the guestion whichvvns resolved in t

affirmative and the Bill wus resd e second time. 3
HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPNENT SECRETARY:
- Sir, I beg to give notice that the Commitiee Stage and Third
‘Reading of this Bill be teken at a later stage of the meeting.
This waa agreed to.:
: N
. w
CO¥KITTEE STAGE »
HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL:
Sir, I have the honour to move that this House should resolve
itself into Committee tc consider the following Bills clause
" by clause: .
The Elderly Persons (Non-Contritutory) Pensions (Amendment)
Bill, 1979;
The Entertainments (Amendment) Bill, 1979;
The Pensions (School Teachers) (Special Provisions) (Amendment)
Bill, 1979; i - .
The Supplementary Appropristion (1976/77) Bill, 1979; O

The Supplementary Appropriation (1%77/73}) Bill, 1979; and
The Supplementary Appropriation {1979/30) (ko 2) 8111, 1979.

THE ELDERLY PERSONS (NON-CONTRIBUTORY ) PENSIONS (AMENDMENT)
BILL, 1979

Clauses I to 5 were sgreed to and sood part of the Bill.

The Long Title was agreed to and stood part of the Bill.

THE ENTERTAINMENTS (AMENDMENT ) BILL, 1979

Clauses 1 to_ 3 were agreed to and stood part of the Bill.

The Long,Titlé was sgreed to and dood part of the Bill.

THE PENSIONS (SCHOOL TEACHERS) {SPECIAL PROVISIONS) (AMENLYENT)
BILL, 1979

Clauses I to 3 were agreed to and stood part of the Bill.

The long Title was agreed to and stood part. of the Bill.

THE SUPPLEMENTARY APPROPRIATION (1976/77) BILL, 1979

Clause 1 was agreed to. and stood pert of the Bill.

The Schedule was agreed to and stood part.o: the Bill,
62,



@

@

Clauces ¢ and 3 were g,;reed t> and stoodApart of the Bill.

The Long Title was agreed to and stood part of the Bill,

TH= SDPPL“ (ZN AR[ APPROPRIATION (1977/78) BILL, 1979
Clause_ 1 was agreed to and stood part of the Bill.

The Schedule was agreéd to and stood part of the Bill.

Clauses 2 and 3'were agreed to and stood part of the Bill.

The Longz Title was agreed to and stood part of the Bill.

THE SUPPLEMZNTARY APPROPRIATION (1979/80) BILL, 1979
Clause 1 was agreed to and stood part of the Bill.
Schedule

MR SPEAKER:

" Before we start on the Schedulé may I ask the Financial and

Developrent Secretary, since I am not an accountant; I see
trhet you have on the Consolidated Fund, on the Schedule of

- Supplerentary Estimates, you have_divided it into part A and

part B. I have done my mathematics so I do accept the fact
that the grand total of the Schedule in the Bill of course -
comes out correct. However, is it correct to present to the
House the Schedule which is going to be voted on distinctly
to the way 1t 1s presented in the Bill itself? There is .no
subdivision between part A and B in the actual Bill.

HON FINANCIAL AND LEVELOPMENT SECRETARY:

Trhe reason, Sir, why it is done this way is to bring the
attention of Yewtbers in part B to those amounts which I have
sdvanced against the Contingency Fund. I take you point, Mr
Speaﬂer, and in future when presenting the Schedules we will,
in fact, give @ round up sum to show the total.

Iter 1, Head 4 - Electricity Undertaking
HON P J 1ISOLA: @

Mr Speaker, I notice £277,000 are being asked for in respect
of this Head, I understood that although fuel prices have

gone up there has been-a saving I presume on the exchange of
the pounds The other point I would like to make 1is, of this

suml 1s any amount of this sum going in payment of electricity
~ taken from the Kinistry of Defence Dockyard at all?

HON FIRANCIAL AND DZVELOPMZNT SECRETARY:

Mr Speaker, 3ir, if I may enswer the question by the Honour-
able and Learned Yember. Of these £277,000, £250,000 is in

-respect of fuel price increase and £27,5OQ is in respect of .
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additional generasting. None of it is for the electricity
being purchased from th e'inter—serviceé generutor. Thank
you, Sir. ’

Item 1, Eead 4 ~ Electricity Undertaking, was sgreed to.

Item 2, Head 7 - House of Assenbly

HON P J ISOLA:

Can the Government say when it expects to spend ‘hle noney
we are being asked tc vote?

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

The Honourable Mr Bossano 1s absent but he expressed gresat
reservations about the expenditure of this money end in fact
he gave me notice that he was going to have something to say
about it, not becsuse we hzvan't got the obligation to carry
out a bye-election but because he thought it was unnecessary
because of the shcrt time between now znd the natural term of
the legislature. That is a matter on which there has been
and continues to be considerable speculgtion and I do not
want to say anything that will deprive anybody. from carrylng

on speculating.

HON P J ISOLA:

Could we then noti re-designate this to read expenses of a
contested bye-election or general election and, secondly,
Sir, is it not a fact of course that the Government could
technically stay in office till about Decenber next year so
I think it is relevant if we are going to vote this what we
are going to vote it for.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

First of all, the estimate has come from the Returning
Officer and he has stated what he requires for a bye-election
and he doesn't take any other possibility into account because
he is not entitled to and he hss no business to snd therefcre
this 1s the amount that has been required by him to carry out
a bye-election. Whether, if there were a general electicn,
this would be exceeded or rnot remagins to be seen but, enyhow,
I am sure that any Government theot could come even irf there
was a general election and the amocunt was greutly exceseded,
whoever came into office would gladly pay the additional
funds if.it would have helped them to get inio office so the
answer is still that it is for this purpose and this purpose
only. Wwhether the Financial Secretary can then vire from a
bye-election to a general election, that is & matter for hinm
too.

Item 2, Head 7 - House of Assembly was agreed to.

Item 3, Head 10 - Judicial (3) Magistrates and Coroners
Courts was agreed toe. '
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Iten 4, Head 13 =~ Luw Cfflicers, was agreed to.
Item 5, Fead 15|- Folice, was ugreed toe. «
Item 6, Head 16 -~ Port, was agreed to.

Iter 7, Eead 18 - Prison

EON P J ISOlA:

with regard to the Prison I notice that we are belng asked to
vote £9,6C4 for overtime to meet present demand which requires
mounting of 24-hour guards at the Central Police Station and

KGV .Hospital. I also notice that we are being asked to vote
supplementary estiﬁateo of neurly £2,000 for the purchase of
Prison Cfficers' uniforms destroyed in the disturbance and I
a¢so notlce that we zre being asked to vote another £800 for

replacerment of furniture that was Qeotrojec in the distur-
tences and I think there is another item somewhere else I have
seen, in the Inproverent and Development Fund vote, I notice
that we are being asked to vote noney there, £20,000 odd, for
. the repairs of the Prison. Can I just ask, Mr Speaker, as we
are being a 3xed to vote all these monies, may I ask the.res-
porsible Mirister what is the position there now, is there
pgace and qgulet or does this extra overtime that is now being
asked for of £5,000 odd does it reflect a continuing crisis
situsztion there and what is being done about it?

HON A J CANEPA

I wouldn't say that the situation there now is one of crisis
at 211l. I hzve visited the Prison on a number of occasions
since the disturkance to kxecp a check on the work which is
currently in progress. The situation at the moment is that:
all is well except that there is a great deal of inconvenience
arising from work havirng to be carried out o1 the cells that
were seriously darezed and there is a game of musical chairs
golng on, a3 renovzted cells tecome available prisoners are
being roved from one wing to another, I am anticipating what
is coming under the I-proverment anc Levelopment Fund but,
perkaps, if I do so now, Mr Speaker, I need not go into it
later on, and thot is that we are taking the opportunity to

irprove security reasures in respect of cells. For instance,

whereas previously the doors op:zned outwards which meant that
the prisoners were able to tear them off the hinges rather
more easily, now they are goirng to open inward and the floor
level of the cells is teirg raised. Also the window bars,
sore of which were wre ched, now the windows are going to be
szaller ard therefore the tars will be more deeply enbedded
into the concrete so thut, hopefully, this will not happen
~again, I do not think that we are in crisis situation, work
is proceeding very well zni I would like-to taxe this oppor-
tunity to thank andé commend the' workers of the Public Vorks -
Department who are really doing marvellous work, there is a
very high rate of productivity, I am glad to say, and things
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are alright except that therce is n
prisoners we are getting theszduys, uny protlems usre licble
to crop up and we very often huve to have scme cf t“uh at HGV
for periods of time because a lot of them are on drugs end
they have withdrawal symptoms, somc of them are mentally dis-
turbed and they have to be tuxen to KGV periodiczlly.in any
case so I am not going to pretend thut after the iHouse has
voted all these funds and the funds have been spent that I

can guarantee the House that there will be no recurrence of
problems for the next year or so, thuat I cannot guarantce.

I think I should also tzke this opportunity to say that the
Administrative Secretary wzs appointed to carry cut an inguiry
into the disturbances, slsoc that the Government has received a
report from a team of Home Office Inspectors who were here
earlier in the year and when we receive the report of the
Inguiry the recommendations of this team of Home Office
Prison Inspectors will be considered by the Government with

a view to what we should do in the future, with a view also

of the decisions thit will have to be taken about the whole
future of the building and its lccation but I do not wunt to
anticipate too much and perhaps in due course, once definite
decisions have been taken, 'if Nerbers so wish I will-be only
too happy to make a statement to the extent that I can.

o caying, with the kind of

. HON G T RESTANO:

May I ask about the 24~hour guard service at the KGV Hospital.
Is this th:t there is somebody there permanenuly for 24 hours
or do they go as and when required?

HON A J CANEPA:

If it is a violent prisoner who is & putient then we do have
to keep a 24~hour guaréd. If the prisoner who is temporarily
in XGV is not violent then we Jdo net provide a gusrd at night
we would only do so during the Juylight hours from 8 in the
morning till 8 in the evening and on:e they are, as it were,
locked up then we do not huve to have a guard. The same
thing could happen in 3t Bernard's Hospital as well but the
medical authorities azre coopcrzting now In the sense thot
whereas previously it used to Pe virtually mandatory that a
round-the-clock guard ha¢ to re kept, now it is only ceone on
certain occasions and therefore this helps in reopect of the
expenses on overtime.

Item 7, Head 18 - Prison, was agreed to.

Ttem 8, Tead 19 - Public Works

HON J BOSSANO:

Could I ask the Government in respect of this lezd whether,
in fact, something is being done to review the question of

the tendering procedure br providing uniforms and so on for
non-industrials since I know from my personzl exgerience of
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the uniform grules who ure cevereld by tnis provision that in
fact there 12 o onoct ezl of discontent beczuse of the long
del"" that this tendering procedure has brought about and the
fact thut many officers are alrea&J a year behind issue of.

uniforms that shoulu have been done a2 long time. Because of

the uncertainty of getting the contrdct it appears that nc-

body who 1s Interested in tuking up a contract with the
Goverrnment is prepared to do anything aovout it until after
trhey are certain they have got it and then it seems they have
to oriler from the rarufacturers and there seems to be a very
lengthy process at present which is not producing the result
that it should do and the officers ccn:erned are not getting
the replacement for the uniforms thut they are entitled to by
thelir conditions of service. Czan the CGovernment, in fact,.
say whether they are reviewirg the situation to make sure that
we can produce what we are supgosed to be producing? .

HON FINANCIAL AJD DIZVZLCPNENT SECRITLRY:

Mr Speaker, perbaps I rmight answer that as Chairman of the

A‘Government Tencder Boazrd. As far as the Tender Board itself

is concerned, we are fairly spcedy end as soon as we receive
reccn"endationa for tenders we get them through within at
least a fcrtnight if not a snorter tire. -Vhat we are not
satisifed with is the way in which we are at the moment going
about tender arrangen ents for clothing and certain other goods.
Ve feel, and we have n got an officer in the Accountant
General'o Department who coula do this, that if departments
could only infor:m the Accountant General's department what
their requirements are likely to be for the following year,
we could put out atender for a larger guantity of uniforms,
sore of the uniforms, shoes, ete, are very similar, and then
we could not get.an assured and quick supply but possibly at
a cheaper price. Ve are loo&inv at the t ender procedures not
only to reet the point rade by the Fonourable Member but also
at the cuestion of getting things at a cheaper price.

Iter 8, Eead 19 - Public Works, was agreed to.

Ttem G, Fead 22 ~ Secretariat,

HON J EOSZIANQ:

* Could I ask the:Governzent on this one, in fact, whether in

terms of their review of the public expenditure and the need
to get godd value for money, whether they are considering the
wisdom of cerrying on paying rents when there 1s Government
property undeveloped to which it might be more econcmic to
develop and use?

HOM A J CANER

Yes, I can say that at our very last meeiing two Fridays ago, -

" we were considering prrecisely that point and I think I can

anticipate that the recomrendution of the Expenditure Comiittee
to Government in this respect will be that we should make
better use of Government own resources wherever pqssible..
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Item 9, Head 22 - Secretarizt, was sgreed to.
HON J EOSSAHO :

Mr Speaker, could I with your leave rzise the OdCuthn of
Item 2 which unfortunately I wgs on the te“ephcnes of London
when it came up and I was unable to participate in. This is
the £10,000 re-expenses of a bye-election.

MR SPEAKER:

To the extent that you wish to say somethin g on Item 2 most
certainly, to the extent that we have slready taken a vote
it will notl influence the issue. .

HON J BOSSANO:
I would like to’'clear my position in respect of this Question.
MR SPEAKER: '

As I have just said z vots hus been taken but if you wish o
make a commenti we are in committee and I will most certainly
allow you to do so. '

HON J BOSSANO:

I would like to mzke clear, Nr Speaker, that I am voting
against the provision of this sum of money if the explanation
in the remarks column is that it is for the purpose of holding
a bye-election and that means that a delcislon hsc becn taken
to spend £10,000 on a bye-election which will presumably mean
that we are going tc have to spend.another £10,C0C in 1580
when the life of the House expires. It seems.to me that in
the context where the Government is try‘nb to convince lenbers.
of the House and the public generally thot is has suddenly be-
come very cost conscious, to spend ﬂlO 000 for the saxe of
having one extra voice on this side of the House I think a
voice that needs to be there because there is an unfilled
vacancy, nevertheless it is a very expensive price to pay for
the contribution of one new lenber in a spzce of a few ncetings
of the House that would t axe place before the dissclution was
necessary. Therefore I have in fact got a policy directive
from my Party that on this issue we are tctally oguc:cd to

the expenditure of this money for a bye-election. Ve.think
that Goverrnment should consicer the wisdom of doing this &s
opposed to bringing Torward the dute of the genercl election
and .spending that sum once instead of twice. If the money is
for either one or the other then, of course, I am prepared to
support it but if it is, as the recmarxs say, for a bye-eclection
and it indicates a final cdecision on the subject; then I am
voting against it and I will therefore have to vote again t th
total sum because it includes that.
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"EON CHIZ® MINISTIR:

I ¢id know thau mr Peszano had anticipated, that is why I was
surprised he wasn't trere but if he was talking to London I
an °urn he must have bteen talking about something very 1mpor—
tant which will rot lbud to industrial strife. The point is
that there is 2 constitutional duty to provide for a bye- ;
election because there is a vacancy and in accordancze with L T
the Constitution the writ rust be issued by the 29th of- '
Decerber, within three months of the date of the vacancy
occurring so there must be provision for that. The rest is
oiscrntionary and any indication here that it was going to o i
te used for a ge"ergl election could be 1nterpreted that in ) |
fact we were going to have a general election. 4Again I do )
not want to do anything that would stop speculation so it has

to rercain as it is. I, take the point about the fact that it

is rather expensive though no doubt a very needful support

to the depleted Opposition to have another Member but perhaps

it could be that it could be a Mémber the way things are going

it could certainly be a Menber for four meetings.  Whether we

shculd pay £2,500 for an adéditional vote on the other side or

rot, is a. ratter of cpinion but at this stage we have to make

a2 statutory nrov151on to corply with Constitutiona¢ require-

Tentse. )
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HON P J ISOLA: -

i don't thinx this is something one can talk lightly about.
The Constitution provides for 15 Members of thce House, it
says how they should be elected and it says how vacancies
should be filled up. The Congtitution is rather an important

dccuregnt ancd I thinxz thet to worry about £10;000 in that con- g ".f?v

text and to szy let us not have a bye-election, even though

the Constitution tells us that we must have one, is to be _"ff

sormewhat irrecponsible, I think, in matters that affect the
public of Gibraltar. This is a House that makes lows, the E E
whole status of Gibraltar is gulded by the Constitution and
I think it 1llbefits n Yermber of this House to make critical
'cou.ent on the Zonstitution or to expect somebody to ride
rcughshod over it. Ny view, and I huve expressed it to the : .
Governor, is that the election should take place or the bye- ]
election should taxe place at the earliest pos ible date be=-
cause the business of this Mouse 1is conducteduTainlJ from

Cctcter to April in every year arnd it is wreong to deprive

people who voted for MNr Xiberras in the last election, wrong

to deprive them of the opportunity of putting somebody in

his place, whether of ry Party or the Government Party, my
Honcurable Triend's Party or anybody else's Party and I

think that the way the sum of £10,00C has been brought into
public light ds-something very expensive, in a Budget of

£50m shows little appreciztion, if I mey say so, or little.

cence of percpective in the spending that is carried out on

teh o&f of the public and &pproved by this House. The sum:.of
£10,CC00 viewed in the context of the need for proper repre- '’
sentation in this House, Lr Speaker, is peanuts and I am .
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surprised that Hon Neubers on either side of the H¥ouse shculd
make a lot of this. Certuinly, let me leuve the icuse in no
doubt at all, it hzs been my view which I have put to the

Governor that a bye-election shculd take plaece this side of
Christmas beczuse there are only 15 seats in this Youse and

.it is important that the seat chould be filled. Vhether

there is a general election or rot is of course ecntirely
within the discretion of the Chief Minister, if he wants a
general election we have one, if he wants a bye-election we
have one, but whatever it is I think a decision should ‘be
made in reasonable time. I think the public are entitled
to know what the intcntion of the Governor and the Govern-
ment are in this respect..

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

Mr Speaker, I would like to support my Leader on this issue.
I think it is a very important Constitutional issue which is
really literally depriving the people of Gibralizr of having
a rcpresentative of their own in this Hougse and nc mutter
what the cost ‘involved is I ‘thinx this would not be ancep»—
able generally to those th 1n}1r and knowled;eable peopﬁe of
Gibraltar. I em very surpricec¢ thut my Hcrnourcdble Friend has

made that remark. As to the gquestion of the £1C,0Q0 expendi- |

ture, perhaps he has got a pcint there but thut is a decision
that the Chief Minister must nmzke. He must think whether he
would be justified in calling a bye-election and not a general
election and he must take into account the £10,0C0 extra that
it would cost to have a bye-eleciion now and a genercl elec-
tion in a few months' time. PBut thut is something thut he
has got to decide ,and whether he rnskes the right decision
with respect to the people generully in Gibraltar, that is a
decision that he has got to mzke, "it might be a popular or

an unpopular one but it is on his shculders thut this deci-
sion falls But to go the other wzy and try ané change the
Consti?t utlon for the sake of £10,000, I certainly would never
tamper with' the Constitution. ThLu is a very sacred document
and I do hope, Mr Speaxker, ithet this is not what he meant and
Mr Bossano should make his position clear. .

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Spesker, I am delighted to rmake ny position clear snd T
Lope that whoever gets elected Iinds it easier to uncerstand
things said in the House than some of ihe present lerbers
seem to do. I am not trying to slter the Cerstitution of
Gibraltar on this occasione I have in fact .on many previous
occasion expressed my dissatisfection with thut particular
document, as the Honourable ani Gallant lMesber kncws. A11 1
am s aying is thut I anc ry Pariy cre totally orposed to
spending £10,000 on a bye-clection und il we zre voiing
£10,000 for a bye-clection I hazve got a dircctive to vole
against it. As far as we are concerned if there is & neesd,
constitutionally, to have 15 kKerbers in this houoe then the
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£10,0CC should be spent on electing 15 new lembers and that
is our position. Th2 decisicn has got to be taiten by the
Chief Minister but since I am not o o o o »

MR SPZAKER:

May I without interfering in the debate -say that is is a
requirerent of the Constitution that any vacancy which exists
in the House of Assembly must be filled by the issue of a writ
within G0 days of the person resigning and sending his letter
of resignation to the Speaker. It is a constitutional re-
guirerent. I am just saying this as & statement of fact and
nothing else.

HON J BOSSANO:

*hat I am saying 1s that in the context of a House of Assembly
that has got a very skort tirme to run, if we were in fact six
months since the .last election then the logic of the situation
would be that the casual vacancy created should be filled but

" if we are nearing the end of the term of office of all the

Merbers here the log;ic of the situation and the financial

“logic particularly seems to me to indicate that that is a

decision that has got to be tazen. I accept that it is the
Honourable and Learred the Chief Minister's prerogative to
decice whether a general election should be held or not: but

I am sazying that as far as I am concerned that is the right
decision to takxe. It would appear that as far as my colleagues
in the Opposition are concerned they are either indifferent as
to which of the two things have got to be done or they prefer
a bye-election but as far as I am concerned it should not be a
bye-election and therefore I am voting against the £10,000 for
that reason.

0N MAJOR R J PELIZA:

Mr Speaker, the Hon Merber now confirms what I understood
which rmeans that if he were 1n a majority here and he were to
deprive the Houre of voting the £10,000 for a bye~election we
could not have a bye-election and therefore indirectly he is
tampering with the Constitution and therefore I cannot agree
with what my Honourable Fricnd is saying. But not voting for -
this £16,0C00, Mr Spesker, he would in fact deprive the people
of Gibraltar of bav‘ng a bye-election.

HON CEIZ F MINISTZR

I think perhaps the position might be remedied because if
there was a refusal by any Government to provide for a bye-
election and the writ was issued and the bye-election had to
be held, I am sure that thlis is one of the cases where the
Financlel Secretary has power to provide cut of the Con-
tingency Fund for such & situcztion., -I do not want to say
anything that would appear to be irelegant or perhaps pre-
Judice anything that we may say later on by the. contribution
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of' the Member who hes resigned but ginﬁo Mr Isole has become
a little ponpous zbout the qucsiion of the deprivation 'of the

rights of peoplec and to have it inmediately, one should rene-
mber that MNi Xiberras resigned about two months after he
indicated his intention to resign and if in fact the Party
was so keen in having had a bye-election he could have re-
signed from the House the moment he resigned as Leader of the
Opposition.

HON P'J ISCLA:
Mr Speaker, that is en unfair statement on the part of the
I

2
Chief Minister to make. think it is & very unfeir state-
ment in the circumstances that took place in relgtion to the

. resignation. But let me tell him that I made my position.

clear certainly in plenty of time to have had an election in
early or middle of November. - Kow let me answer Mr Bossano -
as far as we are concerned we are only entitled to ask Tor a
bye-election and that is what we have gsked for. Ve are
ready to have a gene al election this side of Christmas but

1 am sure that the ronourable the Chiefl kinister is not going’
to give us a general election every time we asx for one, If
he were, I would ask ncw Decerber 15th, a general election
but, Mr Speaker, the point I wish to make is that ell I am

.entitled to ask for and in fact any hember of this House

other than the Chief Minister is entitled to ask for is that
the vacancy bpe filled end that is what we are doing.

Item 10, Head 26 - Treasdry, was sgreed toe.
PART B

0

Item 1, Head 14 - Nedical and Public Health

HON P J ISCLA:

‘Tails is, the £4,000, is it not?

MR SPEAKER:

That 1is correct.

HON P J ISOLA:

Lir Speaker, could I ask on this, this is to meet the excess
of patients agreed. I would be grateful if the' Honoursble
Minister would refresh my mind on how msny pastients they will
teke in England and hcw meny paulents the £4,000 is intended
to cover?

HON A P NONTEGRIFFO:

The £;,000 that appear there because it is not always easy
to make a projection as to how many patients we shsll need
to send to the United Kingdom between now and the end of
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the year. This is only to cover us until the end of the
financial year but we have go. an undertaking f-om the
Treasury that if more money is needed we shall come to the
House for more money. There is absolutely no question of
restricting or pressurising anybody not to send patients
to the United Kingdom. This will cover, roughly, about 5
to b6 patients. It may be less it may be more depending
what sort of treatment the patient needs.

HON P J ISOILA:

How many patients are, in fact, covered by the present
agreement ?

HON A P MONTEGRIFFO:

Forty and the reason why it is rorty is because it has got
to .have 8 balance as against the money we spend on patients
in Gibraltar and usually when it goes over forty patients
we are in the red. So far they hLave not asked for any money
to be pald to them in any of the years where we have spent
more money than they have spent on us. The Treasvry is
making & féw noises in ths United XKlngéom and that is why
we are discussing the matier but when we reach forty we can
bte certain that we are already in the red and therefore I
would rather stzrt paying immediately.rather than have the
thing accumulating for two years which is the time span we
have to review the account end finding ourselves perhaps
with £30,000 or £40,000 in one go. I wouid rather pay
because we have to pay.

HON P J ISOLA:

The only thing I would like to ssy on that, Mr Speaker, is
that we support this vote entirely and what we would not
like to see in a matter which I do not think looking at the
whole expenditure of the Honourable Member's department and
other items like the Kealth Centre and so forth where as
the Minister knows very substantial amounts of monies are
being spent, we do not think that the specialised treatnent

cf patients outside Goverrment hospitals, in otler words, in

England, should be under any severe financial constraint. I
" think the Jjudgement should be entirely medical here snd we
) would support eny expenditure on that basis.

HON A P MONTEGRIFFO:

I thank the Hon Kember for that but I can assure the

Honourable Mewber that there 1is absolutely no constraint
whatgoevere.

Item 1, Head 14 - Medical and Public Healih,.was agreed to.

Iiem 2, Head 18 - Prison, was agreed to.
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Cn a2 vote being tsken on Sch
1ic

dule of Supplementery Estimates
Consolidated Fund No 2 of 3/8C, the following Hon ¥cémbers

voied in favour:

. The Hon I Abecasis
The don A J Canepe
The Hon Major P J Dclliniani
The Hon ¥ K reathers one
The Hon Sir Joshue Hassan
The Hon P J Isola
The Hon & P Hontegriffo
The Hon Major R J Peliza
The Hon J B Perez
The Hon & T Restano
The Hon A W Serfaty

The Hon 2r R G Valarino.
The Hon H J Zamm*tt
The BEon D Hu

The Hon R & Wallace

The following Hon Member voted against:
The Hon J Bossanc

Schedule of Supglementary Estimates Consolidated Fund No 2

" of 1979/80 was accordingly passed.

IMPROVEMLNT AND DEVSLOPVENT FUND. SCHEDULE OF SUPPLEMENTARY
ESTIMATES 'NO 2 CF 1979/80

Item 1, Head 101 - Housing
HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

I sce there is an addition to the expenditure. Can the
Uinlster explain what the cost of modernisation is per flat?

MR SPEAKER:

You are being asked fo: a breakdown of the sum of £54,554,
HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

I think it would be almost impossible to give an answe‘ to
that, Sir, because each and every flet has & different
rating and you would get a variety of enswers but I will
try and find out and write to the Member Iif required.

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: .

I would be grateful for that.
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HON P J ISOLA:

¥r Speaxer, I notice we go for supjlementary provision in
cases where the development is being financed from ODA funds.
If, in fact, we are spending in excess of the ODA agreed cost
‘of the project, is that cleared with ODA first? I mention
this because of the point I made yesterday when we were
talkxing about the contract for the Jjetties, the filling up.
Can I Just ask, as a matter of interest, when we vote extra
noney in respect of ODA projects, have the amounts been
cleared with ODA or we spend it and then ask them for the
money?

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPLENT SECRETARY: .

This depends on whether we are sll going outside the approved
project. Let us say, for example, yesterday that we have a
project for £1.3m and we find that it is then going to cost
£1.6m then we would have to go to ODA and get approvil for
the extra £0.3m because if we didn't we would be liable, if
we went ahead with it, to meet the cost of that ourselves.
But if we have, taking “I'e same example, a project of £1.6m
approved and we have £1.3m in one year, and £0.3m in the
next year, and for any reason we want to bring it forward
into the first year, then we can do that without the consent
of ODA, we would merely inform them in our quarterly return
when we are asxing for money, what we were doing. I hope
that gives the answer to the Honourasble gnd Learned Member.

HON G T RESTANO:

Can we have a breakdown of the £102,600 backlog heavy main-
tenance, what does this apply to?

HON ¥ K FEATHERSTONZ:

The majority of that applies to the painting of the Tower .
Blocks, that is approximately £101,000 of it,

Item 1, Head 101 - Housing, was agreed to.

Item 2, Eead 10L - Miscellazneous Projects
KON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

On the wirning of sand. I would like to know before I go a
bit cdeeper into this, if the Minister could tell me what the
work force 'is going to be and what the running costs are
going to be becsuse, obviously, before we can agree to this
extra £89,000 which I think brings the total of this scheme
to £450,000, I would like to know a bit more about it.

75+ .

HON N K FEATHERSTONE:

Sir, the £89,000 meinly consists of some £65,000 which were
the fees of the consultants who did this work snd which were
left out when the actual **gure was sent to ODA at around
£350,000 odd. The baslance is due to a number of extras
which have come elong, partly the work on the railwey whi

has cost more than we had thought, and verious other po’ntw.
I am not quite sure whot the other part of the Honourable
Member!s question was.

HON WAJOR R J PELIZA:

The composition of the work force andihow much B gong to be
the running costs of the company?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

The work force of the company, as fer as I understand, will
consist of some & pecple altogether. There will be a
Manager, there will be 6 industrizls and a part-time clerk.
The various costings have been worxed out on s provisional
basis and it is hoped that the uorpnaj will bve able to
market sand considerably cheaper than is teing sold at the
moment and still be within the bounds of viability.

* HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

I wish the Hon Membter cculd give me the figures. Obviously
you must have had some kind of estimate as to what it is
going to cost to run the company and what the annual cost is
going to'be.

MR SPEAKER:

These £89,800, you say, are monles to be paid to the con-
sultants. Didn't you say that?

HON M X FEATHERSTONE:

About £65,000.

MR SPEAKER: ! .

Is that money to be paid by the Government or by the company?
HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

f£ is paid from the ODA funds that are being put towards the
getting up of the cperaticn.

XR SPEAKER:

We have gct to bte cereful because this has nothing to do
with the running of the company itself.
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HON MAJOR R J PELIZA

t may rnot have to do with the running of the company but
this is part of the investment of the Government in this
. company which is going to total £450,000.

MR SPZAKER:

‘To that extent' of course you are perfectly entitlea to. ask
any questions you may wish to ask on the expenditure. What
I' am saying is that we must not get involved on the actual

running of the company. You can, in another context but not
noWe .

HON ¥AJOR R J PELIZA:

Well, I cannot see how.we can take it in another context
other than now in the sense that if I am going to vote for
this money which is &an addition to the amount of money al-
ready invested, and I think it is a very handsome sum,
£450, OOO s o s o o

MR SPEAKER:

But not for the conpany, that is what I am tryipg to tell
you. .

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: ’

Well, it is all part of the money that goes into the making
of the company. This is the only way it-can be. .

RBR SPEAKER:

With due respect, that is incorrect.

HON YAJOR R J PELIZA:

Mr Speaker, i1f to win the sand is going to cost £450,000,
that is what it is going to cost the Governmert, call it
what you like ¢ « o o

MR SPEAFER:

Irrespective of the way that Government has subsequently
decided how to run the company.

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

Exactly, the whole scheme is going to cost £450,000. It is
an investment that the Government has made. However, before

I feel entitled to vote in favour or against I want to find -

out a bit more about that, I am trylng to get from the
Minister what the annual running cost of the company is
estimated to be.

7.
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¥R SPEAKER:

No, that is where I have got io object. The ¥inister is not
responsible to answer questions insofar as the running of the
company is concerned. He is accountable for monies paysble
by the Government to the company, thet is another matter, but
we must not get involved in this House in matters related to
the running of & private company. That is the distinction
that I am pointing out.

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:
Sir, as I see it, the situation, as I have said before, is

similsr to a nationalised industry in which ycu do not get
questions in Parliament every five minutes of what is the

.day-to-day running cost of the company. As I see it the

situation should be that since the Government is the owner _
of the company, at the end of the year when the company's O
accounts have been gudited and all the running costs sre

known etc, these accounts will be presented to Government

and then the Honourable Member will be sble to findé out all

the information he hes asked. These will be tsbled in the

House in the norrmal course of events., It is difficult at -

the moment to say what the running costs are, we are only

just at the beginning and it depends to a great extenht con

production how the running costs go. D

HON P J ISOIA: <

But hasn't all this been the subject of Consultsnts' Reports?

What do we pay all these consultants for? 1Is the Kinister

saying that the Government has no idea today what sort of

money it may have to pay out to this compeny by wsy of sub-

sidy, or what sort of return it is going to receive on its P
investment of £45C,0009 Whast asre all these consultants for? D

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

Government, of course, has an idea. When the company was

set up, the company was set up under the idea that they

would be able to market szné et a reascnable price and it

has worked out on & reasonable procuction rate at about

£4.90 a ton, as I have gliresdy said. II production is ’ O
greater then the price may be lower.

HON KAJOR R J PELIZA:

ir Speaker, I am afraid I cannct sgree with what the Kinister
13 saying. PFirst of €11, we sre not asrxing for the dey-to-
day runnlng of the compa ny, we are gsking fer a simple figure
which I think they must have worked out, how much 1s the p
company going to cost to run for one year? That I am sure O
is a figure that must ve avsileble because without that
F¥)
SiZUT'C o o o ¢ o
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LR SPEAFER:

I think you are entitled to ask what amount is Government
intending to pay to the company from year to year, not what
thé compesny 1s going to cost to run. That is a matter which
the company will have to account to Government in due course
and then, perhaps, when the accounts asre tabled, then you can
start asking gquestions. . .

HON KAJOR R J PELIZA:

¥r Speaker, yesterday I made a remark that a nationalised
industry in Britzin hes not got a iinister as a Chairman.
This is completely wrong and certainly not the practice in
nationalised industries in England or as far as. I know any-
where else in the wovld. except in Gibraltar. Perhaps in.
Russia there might be something like that but even there I
don't think it works that way. Mr Speaker, if the Minister
doesn't give me those figures I would like to tell the House
very quicxly what I think those figures are going to be if
the ¥inister doesn't kxnow it. As far as I am aware the
import of sand in Gibraltar is about 11,0C0 cutic metres of
sand a year. If we were to make this a real competitive
busiress where there is no form of subsidy, the investment
of £450,000 at a very low interest of 10 would ‘immediately
cost the enterprise £45,000 a year, and. if you ‘divide. £45,000
by 11,000 cubic metres the sand would have to ¢ost there and
then alone £4.09 a metre. How the Government 13 going to
sell that sand at £4.09 a metre when already it has got 8
men employed at least at £60 a week minimum which is going
to te nearly £1,000 z week which is already another £52,000
that we have to add to the sum. This-is without taking into
account replacements and other contingencies which are bound
to crop up. Yr Spesker, therefore, I think that it is unfair
to say that this i1s open competition. 0f course it isn't
open competition. It is a nationalised industry, heavily
subsidised, which I think the taxpayer is going to pay for.
If the efficienuy is the same as a Government depertment I

think it 'is going to be disastrous from that point of view.

Whether, in fact, the sand 1is suitable is also questionable.
I am told that' there are rather thick grains noy and again
there which for plastering would make it extrgmely difficult
and costly. All these items, Mr Speaker, are(wery important
ones which I think this Hous: must take into éurnsideration
btefore voting a single extra penny for that enterprise.
Quite ‘honestly, with the informction that the Minister has
given me today, the reluctance to give the information which
in itself makes me suspicious as to the viability of the
enterprise, the fact that he is not open with it, the fact
that instead ¢f-having a completely independent and comm-
ercially minded Chairman, not a Minister in a Government
but a real competent, well experienced Cheirman of the
company which I don't think we are going to have, all.ihose’
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things, Mr uvea“er, cake me very reluctant to vote in
favour and unless the Mi can give assurances that
therc are likely to be chans Lhnt we are going to have

a really independent company, that he can give figures to
make sure that this is going tc be a viable p*oJozltlon and
that it is not going to. be subsidised in the future in the
way that it has already been subsidised, Mr Speaker, I
cannot vote in favour of the £89,000. I am also suspicious
of the way the scheme started. %t wasn't open to tender,
Let us lcok at the history of this conmpany IMNr Speaker. The
whole thing is very shady indeed, Mr Speaker and I cannot
possibly vote in favour of that money.

HON CHIEF MINISTZR:

Mr Speaker, how nalve or silly people can be.in these
matters. I think the latter is the case as regards the

last speaker. 1 can understand the hostility that this
company hLas brought about from members cpposite, one,

because it is new and the other one of which I an not
surpjxsed but there is anctrher one which werries me a

tle because it has Jcen said before that Mecbers opp051te

are not the representatives of big business but I wonder
whether they are not really fighting this in crder to protect

. the people who have been monopolising and charging us through

the nose for sand when we have been trying to bring about
something which is locsl. There is no question of .subsidy
whatever people may look tc the ceiling about, there is no
question of subsidy at all. This is a capital project which
has been given by ODA in orcer that we will produce something
in Gibraltar which we do not have to import and not rely on
outside sources. There is no question of subsidy, it is a
question of capital expenditure provided by ODA fuands and

I can tell you that the ODA are very careful about how u@
auvthorise their money and how they look at the projcct
whizh consultants have been engaged to look into the mastiel
and get it operating. If we had eppointed a Chazirmzan of
£15,000 a year pernaps they would have said that we were
throw;ng money down the drair. ©PBecause in its initial

tages it is important to keep an eye on it, the liinister

has taken upon himself that responsibility. That is quite
normal and is an attenpt nct to have too many expenses in
the running of it. should be very Srat@*“ that the
en to te tiae Croirman of the company
whatever Members oppcsite may say. This is sozething which-
is going to generate, on the basis of the consultancy,
cheaper sand which will nct be dependernt on cutside sources.
We have had problexs about sand when there has been bad
weather or one consigrrment has not come and building has
teen qe;ayci pri ivate projects, big projects have been
delayed because the pecple who deliver the saxnd have failed
to do so. Here we are, we are trying to see whether we can
produce something arxd *e“e cozes This lMenber who spends most
of kis Yime in England aznd tells us about the grading ol the
sand as if ncbody else had thought about these things except
him from wherever he lives in the United Kingdom. He has
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been talking absolute nonsense. It is unbelievable, simply
bbcauoe we nhave produced something original and which we
hope is going to worx aazd will work despite the great
propaganda there hac been against it because what we are
deing is trying to atleast if we haven't got that gold mine
of which the ilember used to speak about atleast let us find
sand and nct produce it from outside.

HOXN MNAJOR R J PELIZA:

I have no-objéction at all to nationalised companies,
certainly I am not supporting any big business whatsoever.
I have no finger in any pie. However silly he may think
me to be, I can assure him that I have no interest in aay
big company, certainly anything to do with sand and if he
thinks this is the case I hope he makes it clear because hae
made certain insinuations before.

‘BON CFIEF MINISTER:

1 cannot allow the Hon Member to go on like trat because it

is absolute nonsense. I haven't said that he has any interest

in the matter, what I have said is that it appears that
Menbers opposite are' standing out for big dbusiness, that

1s a different thing.

HON R J PELIZA:

I am glad that he has cleared the point, Mr Speaker. All
I am goih? to say is that I am not against nationalised
industry where this fulfils a good sociul purpose and where
any subsidy that is made is for that social purpose dbut
where the, subsidy is for other concerns vhich should be
available in the open market and should not come from the
taxpayer, lMr Speqnnr, to that I object and also of course
to the setting o a company in which a departmenu of
Government has a direct contrcl.

o omTam

HON M K FPIZATHZRSTONZ:.

I would like to clearthe Honourable Member's mind in one
point. Tnere is no question that ODA, who out of the
generosity of their hearts have given us the capital towards
starting this scheme, are saying to us: "We are giving you
£45C,000 capital for this scheze we are de"crdlng 1C% interest
on thls and therefore you are saddled with £40,000 a year."
Just the sazme as with the deep drilling, we are spending of
0DA money soze £300,000 and this is not going to be reflected
in the cost of water and I think thz Honourable lMember is
d“"w‘ng a very big red Lerring across the picture when he
says that the company is going to start with £40,000 and if
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you divide that by 121,000 cubic metres there is £4,000 to
start with and ther-you have a al,OOO a week and ucd xnows
what on top of that. -I think the FKonourable lenber, who I
urderstand is & business man in his own right, should have.

a little more sense %han to stand up and make such ludicrous
statements.

v
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HON 4 W SERFATY:

Mr Speaker, I well remember, having beeﬂ connected with the
building trade for many years thatbuilding operations in
Gibraltar have been virtuzlly at a standstill because of
lack of sand at the Western Arm. That also has an important
economic value, to try end avoid that situation, and as to
the quality of the sara that the Honourable and Gallant
Member has referred to, I think with all due respect he is
talking nonsense. In fact, we do know that the quality of
that sand is 1dEaLly suitable for plaster worx because the
size of _ts grairn

HEON P J ISOLA:

Mr Speaker, I think that this vote on this item has. got into
a sort of general debate on the-good sense of the Government,
of the consultants axd on who the Oppozltlon represents. I
think I should try and disillusion the Chief .Minister if he
thinks that we can just stand up for big business. That is
not so, it is patently “Ou so in many acts that we have done
in this House and if we are going to start talking of who
represents big business in Glbrhltﬁ‘, I don’t know, I don't
know who is big business aad who is not. We have takxen a
certain action because we think that the first experiment

in natiornalisation ox the part of the Goverznment might have
gone in the direction of uerﬂclanes. We made the surgestion
meLy years ago, and we were not accused of representing big
business- then; Mr Speaker, The questicn of the sand, Mr:
Speaker, is a very important one. Of course wve ac#ept that
there is a need %o bring a permanence to the situation of
the sand in Gibraltar. but, MNr Speaker, what has worried ne
was what I heard yesterday when the Minister said: "Aaybody
who comes along can import sand but we are not going to let
them use the whari any longer for nctrﬁﬁg. Now they will
h1eve to pay a good commercial rent. That werries me, INr
Speaker, because it leads me %o think that the price of sarmd
may start at £4.9 per cubic metre but I ax not quite sure

how it is going to end znd if we have no safety valve, if
we create 'a monopoly, 2ven a Goverament monopoly, the
dangers there are encrmous and the obvious exarnple, and .
I am not trying to be riulcal is the Gibraltar Broadcasting
Corporation I ax aot talking bad 7 of them but the obvious
example 1is uhere where beczuse they are the only people in
that line of businsss the cost is much in excess of what
pecple thought possiblie and this 1nevxtably ncppens when
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there is only one operator in anything, be it bread, be it
broadcasting, be it sand, be it whatever. UINr Speaker, 1
heard the lMinister .speakx whea he was talking of sand, T °
heard him say 1f production is good and if it is this and

if it is that, so that there are still ifs in the situation.
In those circumstances is it wise to cut off your left arm
and forget about the importation of sand? Is it wise just
to remember the time when there hasn't been sand, Just to
.remeaber that, but farget the great problems there have

been in the past to get sand to Gibraltam and how it has

. been done, to forget the achievements of the imnorters of
.sand in providirg shipping and so Zcrth. The thing that
cozes to mind on this, lr Speaker, is water, where the last
Minister for Fublic Works, not the Honourable holder of the
post but Colonel Hoare, told us in this House: "No nore
water importation™, and then in the end what happened? Ve
got into terrible twoible and then we had to import water
again and, forturnately, the ship was still available. Let
us keep our opntions open, Mr Speaker, for example, we know
very little about the Consultants' report, we didn't approve
the way the consultants went about it in Gibraltar for which
they are getting huge fees, they didn't even see people who
could do it, they went straight to one man and gave it to
him, They didn't even interview any other firm in Gibraltar
so that wasn't a good start and then we get a company set up
with the Minister as Chrairman and we have no objection to the
Minister as Chairzan but, llr 3peaker, if a-IMinister is
Chairzoan let him come and answer for the company in the
House. This is what we want to see changed because we do
think it is a matter of constituticnal importance. Here

we are voting money, here is a member of this House who is
appointed Chairman of the company by the virtue of the fact
that he is Minister and who has in his Board Hesds of
Departments who are accounteble to the Public Accounts’
Coxmittee and to the House and yet in this House we will

not te able to talk about it., I thick this is wrong and we
have to think of & way of putting it right., Mr Speaker,

the Ministry of Overseas Development gives us £450,000 so
that we czn have our own sand in Gibraltar, this is fine,
but if in fact we are not geing to put in our accounts, we
are not going to charge the coopany anything for that
£450,00C, that is it, that is finished and we are not

goirg to do that, the point that comes to mind is, could

not these £450,0C0 if the ret result at the end of the day
is going to be sand nmore or less at the same price as being
imported, was it a wise investment, could the £450,000 have
been better employed in housing or in schools or in something
else? Perhaps not, we do not disagree with it, but we do
want to think and to be convinced that this project is a
good and realistic project, that the sand will be produced, ¢
will be cheap, that no particular advantages will be given
to this company that-has just bsen given a gift of £4m, that
ro particular advantage will be given and. that the
centractors and the Government will be free tc get sand
somewnere else, cheaper, if necessary cv if possible because
that afiects the whole ecconomy of Gibraltar. The last thing,
we want, Mr Speaker, is to have a white elephant in Gibraltaer
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on such an important and essentisl commodity. That is why
I have great sympathy with what my Honoursble aad Gellant

friend said.

HON CHIEF MINISTZR:

I would like to make one or two points on the remarks nade
by the Hon Mr Isola. First of all he mentioned Gi3C. Well,
I would like to remind the Eomourable Member that television
started as a private enterprise and it was only when it
failed <that it became a corporation with the help of .the
Government., As a private enterprise it had suddenly failed
completely. In fact, it left a legacy which, unfortunately,
we have had to pay hard for. With regard to the other point
about the company not having advantages, it has an initial
advantage, it has the advantage of the capital for building
it up because it is going te pe for the public good and for
the public bepefit and it is not going to run for profit.
There is where the great difference is, between that and the
private importers of sand would deo it for goocd business an
not just for the public benefit aloze.

HON P J ISOLA: A

“Mr Speaker, let me -say quite clearly that we are not against

the profit motive at all. We do not say that when there is
no profit motive the public gets the best deal unforiunately,
that is not the case. You have British Airways, a British
public company, @ nationalised undertakirg, which charges
much more thian all the private charters in the world so let
me make that point clear. What we do say is that we rust
not allow the Government instituted monopoly of production
of sand lead to greater cost in dbuilding, lead to greater
cost and greater burden on the general taxpayer to keep this
nationalised industvry, if one can call it that, to keep it
in business. That is why we think there should be competition.

On a vots being taken cn Item 2 Head 104 sub-head 2 ~ Winning
of Sand from Upper Rock Catchaent Area of Schedule of
Supplementary Estimates Improvement and Development Fund

No 2 of 1979-80, the follcwing Eon Members voted in favour:

The Hon I Abecasis
The Hon A J Canepsz
The Hon Major F J Dellipieni
The Hon M K Feathercioze
The Hon 8ir Joshuaz Hassan
The Hon A P lontegriiic
The Hon J B Perez
The Hon A W Serfaty
The Hon Dr R G Valarirno
The Hon H J Zammitt
a4, .



The Hon D Hull
The Hon R J Wzllace

The following Hon Menbers voted against:

The Hon P J Isoln
The Hon Major R J Peliza
The Hon G T Restano

The following Hon Member was absent from the Chamber:
The- Hon J Bossano

Itexr 2 Head 104 Sub-Head 2 - Winning of Sand from Upper
Rock Catchment area.was accordingly passed.

EON ¢ T RESTANO:

Hr Speaker, could we have an explanatlon of the £4,000 for
the Key and Anchor Club? ) ‘ .

HON A W SIRFATY:

in agrecnent has been reached with the Ministry of Defence
wheredy w2 would be paying for the cost of reprovisioning
certain facilities that were available in the Key and Anchozr
Club at the neardby Inces Hall, and it hi: happened that the
actual cost instead of heing the estimated £45,000 has worked
out at £49,000 and that is a commitment that we must meet.

Item 2 Head 104 - Mi.scellaneous Projects was passed.

Item 7 Head 106.- Government Offices and Buildi§g§.

THON G T Rr”mAIO.

Mr Speaier, on the Suprece Court, £15,000, can we have an
explanation for that?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

This has been mainly that the work that wzs done has been
found to cost more than was estimated because there were
more things found to be faulty when they started repairing
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than was orlglnally envisaged. For examﬁle, the Toof was
found to be in a worse conditior tnan haa ovlglndlly been
considered,

HON G T RESTANO:

. Can the Minister give an explanation why after the Opening

of the Legal Year the Supreme Court was again closed down
for repairs? Was there any work that was done that had not
been done properly?

HON M X FEATHERSTONE:

Yes, there was certain work that was not done to the
satisfacticn of the Clerk of Works who was there and this

is ths reason why they have had to take some extra time to

put some of the things that they have not dcocne as well as we
would have required, cerrectly. By the way, this was done by

a contractor not by Public Works. .

HON G T RSSTANO:

..Do these £15,000 ir any way refer to this remedial work?

HON M K FEATHIRSTONE:

No, Sir.

HON G T RESTANO:

Will the remecial work now cost government anything at all
or w11_ the contrac»ors bear the vhole cost?

HON M K FEATHERSTONE:

No, Sir, this is &all part of the contract. They have tc do
the work up to a spacified standard and until it is up to.

that standard we do not accspt it. .

Item 3 Head 106 - Governzent Cffices and Buildings, was

‘agreed to.

" Item 4 Head 107 - Port Development was agreed to.

Iten 5 Uszad 111 - Pctz2ble Veter Service.



HON G T RESTANO:

Can the Minister give &n explainiation for the £66,000 and say
how the project is developing at the moment? .

HON M K PEATHERSTONE:

WOuld‘you repeat that please? ) .

HON G T RESTANO:

How the project for deep drilling for water is developing at
this moment?

HON M K FEATHSRSTONE:

"The tenders were received and were processed and assessed,
‘the tender has been given and the firm that has won the
tender- -and is going to do the deep drilling is due out early -
+this month and. should start drilling about the 15th of this
monthe.

HOK G T RESTANO: -

At what stage will it be verified whether in fact' there is
_water or not?

HON M K FEATHZRUTONE:

The whole idea of this deep drilling is that we have had,
through the courtesy of OJA, geologists out here from the
Geological Society, they have investiguted the situatioa
and they say that there is a 5% chance that we will be able
to strike watec in sufficient quantities to be useful to us.
This is a ganmble.

HCOII'P J ISOLA:

¥r Speaksr, in the note to this it says it brings the overall
CObt of the project to £265,000. Under the Approved Estimnates
the cost of the rroject is set out as £300,000, does that mean
that that is a misprint it should be £365, OOO or is the overall
cost '£265,0007

HON M K PEATITERSTONE:

No, Sir, the deep drilling is iﬁ two parts. The first phase
was the actual drilling to strike water and if it was struck
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in satisfactory'quantitiesAthe second part which was estimated
to cost £100,0C0 wculd be the provision of equipment to get it
from where it was struck toc our reservoirs.

Ytem 5 Head 111 - Pcﬁabie Water Service was agréed to.

On'a vote being taken on the whole of .Schedule of
Supplementary the following Hon lMembers voted im favour:

The Hon I Abec
The Hon A J Can
The Hor Major F J Dellipiani
The Hon M X Featherstone

The Hon Sir Joshua Hassan
The Hon A P Montegriffo

The Hon J B Fere,

The Hon A W Serfaty

The Hon Dr R J Valarino

is

asi
repa

The Hon E J Zemmitt
The Hon D Hull
The Hon R J Wallace

The following Hon Member abstained:
The Hon P J Isola
The Hon Major R J Peliza
The Hon G T Restarno
The following Hon Mezber was absent from the Chamber:
The Hon J Bossazno

Schedule of Supplementary Estinates Improvement and
Developnrent Fund No 2.of 1979-80 was accordingly passed.

The Schedule was egreed to and steed part of the Bill.

Clauses 2 to 4 were agreed o and stvood part of the Bill.

The Iong Title was agreed to and stood part of the Bill.

The House¢ resumed.
THIRD RIZADING

HEON ATTORNEY-GINERAL:

Sir, I have the hozour vo report that thne Elderly Persons
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(Non-Contributory) Pensions (Amendment) Bill, 1979; the
Zntertainrents (Azerdment) 3ill, 1979; the Pensiong (School
Teachers)(3pecial --ov131ons)(k:endﬁent) 3111, 1979; theé
Supplementary Appropriation (1%76-77) Bill, 1979, the
Supplementary Appropriation (1977-78) Bill, 1979 and the
Supplementary Appropriation (1979-80)(No 23 Bill, 1979, have
been considered in Conmittee and agreed to without amendment
and I now move that they be read a third time and passed.

Mr Speaker then put the question which was 'replied in the
‘affirmative and the Bills were read a third time and passed.

The House recessed at 1,00 pm. ) . .

The House resumed at 3.20 pme

‘MR SPEAKER: . o

We are now on Private Members' motions and the first motiomn
on the Crder Paper is in the name of the Honourable Mr J
Bossanoe.

HON J BOS3ANO:

Mr Speaksr, I wish to move the motion stapnding in my name:
"That this House considers that the Regulations made under
the Fensions Ordinance should be amenced by making part-time
scrvice pensionable and that shift allowances should- be
included as pensionable emolurernts as provided for in the
shift agreements that have been in force for the last few
years." INMr Speaker, there are two elements to the motion
both of which are designed to bring to the notice of members
and to the notice of the Governnmeat in particular the need
that there is to ccrrect wiat is in one case an anomaly in
the case of the requirement that shift allowances should be
included as peus1onaole emolunents, and in other case what is
a patter of equity. The position as regards shift allowances
is that in an agreenent signed, I bvelieve, in 1977 for
indusirial workers, the shift allowances are stated to

count for the purposes of superarcnuation following the
practice under the ETJL which is the engineering industry
shift agreezents in the United Kingdon, which is where the
ori;l_al conditions of these allowances were borrowed from.
This is an agreecrnent signed betwecen the official employers
and the industrials and therefore the Gibraltar Government

is not thre only narty involved. In the case of the United
Kingdom departments the situation is that & great many
industrial warkers are not in fact covered for superannuation
at the moment but the matter has been under negotiation with
the United Kingdom Departments fcr the last ihree years and

M
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le has been arrived at which in fact

ns to be paid o all industrial ewployees

ko have ended t}el“ exployment with the UX Departmente since ’
972 so there will be a great many industrial workers who

have left the UX Departzments in the last seven years who will
eventually be entitled to a pension in res pec» of their service -

vetween 1949 and 1G72. This is an agreement thst has been

very lengthy and it has not yet been finalised, in fact, the

principle on the terms that I have menuloncd has already been
agreed Lut the thing is not yet signed. In the case of the
Gibraltar Government becauyse industrial worrxers are entitled

to a pension, we have a situation where > dependents of

some government employees, widows of govermment employees,

are getting a lower pension than they mifht otherwise be

getting as a result of these allowances. not being 1ncluded

and there has been a certain amount of pressure from-

industrial workers to the extent tha L there was talk of

taking industrial action because of the failure of the

sn agreement in princi
will provide for pensi:

Government to retpond to a clainm to have ¢his included
which has been on the negotiating table for a considefab}e
yer'oa of time It 1“x screts ' T things like
this perhaps *end *o et clc n hinery of
Government and perhaps the p ;2 Government
is not fully aware of things cil until they
explode. I therefore tcook ad W edge cf the
problem and the opportunity I ging natters
to the notice of memhers of th X se concerned.
that if they agree I should first p ezbers on both sides
cf the House an oonorthrity to express their views on this
before the situation ceteriorated into an industrial dispute
which particularly in the case of the shift workers could
have very nacty repercussions since most of the shift workers
_involved are in areas of manning essential services like
distillers and the genersting station. We have & situation
there where we neve got a written agreenent between the
employer and emplcyee sayins that the enmployees are en*ltled
to something but the law in fact has not ‘been amended to
allow this payment tc be made but there is a contractual
obligation. In the other case, Iir Speaker, I raised the
matter previcusly in the Fouse and the Government undertook
to introduce the necesaary iegislation in respect of part-
time service in the evert T the overazll revision of thc
Pensions Ordinance ? S thon it was anticipated
and it was left, I k, on fhis basis im the earlier part
of this year. As re <5 the pensionabi of part-time servici
there are a number c¢f dilfersuat groups o wers involved in
the white colliar field and a nuzmber of & rent vnlcns have
been pursuing this in direct negotiaticn
butr the bigrest 5140le group of workers is that of Dur»—y me
nurses. My own Un , ACTS3S, has pieyed a prominent paru in
attempting to reacb an agreezent oz this basis and it wa
because again so little progress was being made that I was
ssked to raise the matter in the House. Che 3051t10n as
regards the United Xingdon Departrents which I think is
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something that the Governzent shoula takxe into conolderatlon ) to divorce the question of counzting part-time service for the
in their own drafl t¢rg of any revisions in the cven: of their L : award of a wension from the gerneral review and we have moved
accepting in fact what I ac rroposing, the position im the ) ‘ on the question of couniing p T service, officials have
United Kingdom Departments is that part-time service will L prepared a position paper which is now-ad rcferendum mixisters,
count on exactly the saxe terzs as that provided for in the : it would then go to Gidbraltar Council becauce the guestion of
principal Civil Service Pensions Ocheme in the United . pensions of Government exployees.is not a defined dcgeqtic
Kingdon and, that the inmplementation of this will be with matter. The proposals are, I may say, to ccunt part-time
effect from 1972 and will cover all service back to 1949 . -+ .. service on the same scale as in the United Kingdom, that is
in full and prior to 1949 as to half of the service involved. ! =, to say, 18 hours a wecek or more should reckon for service
I would supggest to the Gevernment, I am Jjust saying that it i towards the award of a pension. I should, Sir, make it quite
should be made pensionable in the motion without suggesting : ) clear that part-time service would reckon for pension purposes
ncw it should be done. I think it is proper perhaps in the } and it would be subject to all the regulations and conditions
House to try and achieve agreement in principle on a thing ’ of the present Pen ions OUrdinance, it wouldn't be based cn the
like this but that the details of the actual date of . principal Civil Service COrdinance in the Lnited Kingdom, that
implementation and the counting of service and so on is is, such conditlons ag reaching retirecent age, minircum quali-
nething that obviously one would expect the Goveranmeat . fying reckonable service, ccntinuous unbroken service, etc.
to discuss with the2 staff associations although I may also . Furthermore, part-time service should be coupied with ary
be the person invelved when it comes to discussing the . full time service nmuch the sare as temporary or industrial
matter across-the negotiating table. Mr Speaker, I commend ¥ service is coupled at the moment. “he second poin%t, Sir,
the motion to the House. . ’ which the Honourable lenber menticned was shift allowances
te be included in pensicnable emcluments. It is true that
. this provision was included in the agreenment signed with the
Mr Speaker proposed the questicn in the terms of the Hon J Staff Asscciztions and Unions in 1977, and it is also true,
Bossano's moticn. . as he pointed cut tL‘t owing to an oversight no.change ha
. ) ) been made and the officials in their paper that is g01ng
) .. forward meke provision for ‘this to be izcluded in the ameudlng
HON FINAUCIAL AND DEVILOFRMENT SZCRITARY: regulations. That Siry is the position and once again may I
say that we are grateful to the Hcnourable llember {or moving
Mr oocaﬂcr, Sir, I should like to speak to the Honourable - . this motion. Thank you, Sir.
lr Bossano's motion dbut before do*ng so I would like on :
behalf of Governmcnt te thank hio for moving this motion i
ana raising this matter again in the House becausc it does . ) HON IMAJOR R J FELIZA:
51ve us an Op“Ortldlt] of saying what we have been doing . ‘ .
sirce the motion -was moved and passed in Tecenber last year. : : " This side of the House will always support something which
Following the motion in the House of Assembly on the 19th of ' o is for the benefit of those who have given good service to
Lecember which read: 'This Hcuse resolves that urgent Gibraltar in one way or anoiher zsnd also for the public
consideration should be given to the question’ of counting : generally, I think, we have alwayvs supported anything- th“t
part-tize service for the award of a pension within the : ) helps towards' the senicr citizens and therefore;, we do support
gereral review of pegosions which is likely to be carried i the implementation of the suggestion of my Fonourable Friend,
out and that should a general review for any reason be . i Mr Bossano, and we only hope that the matter will be expedited
delayed the questicn of part-time service be considered . and that a reasonable vonclusion will be arrived at scon.
separately"”. This Government availed itself of the services :
of an expert froxm the United Hingdom on ponS'cn matters and )
he was rere in July and he studied not merelyiths Pensions o HON J BOSSANO:
Orcdinance but also the Widows and Orphans Pensiors Ordinance .- .
and as =z regult of this study, lMr Speaker, the Government is . Mr Speaker; I think 2ll I can szy is that I aa grateful for
cow undertaking a general review of the existing Pensions the suppcrt of both sides and that obviously I wish it were
Crdinance and the Widows and Orphans Pensions Crdinance in so in all zmotions I brizng to The Houseo . -

the lisht of the provisions of the principal civil service
pension scheme, in the United Kingdom. I am sure that the i
Honourable Mover is aware and also members of the House to Mr Speaker thern put ths cuestion which was resolved in the
negotiate a new pensions scheme may take some time because " affirmative and the moticn was accordingly carried.
clearly one must consult the Unions and Staff 55001at10ns .
concerned. For that reason it is the Gevernment's intention .
. ) ) . S2.
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HON J 308CANO:

I'r 3peaker, I beg to move that: "This House considers that
irmediate steps should be taxen to review the establishment
of Nurses in view of the great strain being placed on staff
as a result-of coverage for increased leave entitlement."

Mr Speaker, the problem that the notion is drawing attention
to, in fact, is not unigue to the Ilizdical Devartment but it
is a problem that I think is perhaps greater there because
essentially it is a mathematical relationship between the
nuxbers employed and tre amount of time off that people are
entitled to and, secondly, it is an area where for obvious
reasons the absence of a anumber of lurs es is somethlng that
can be more serious in terms of the service 'that is being
provided than the absence of any other grade of worker like
clerks or PT0's or other people whose imzediiate impact on the
client is not as obvious as the immediate impact on a patient
. is of the abseace of a Nurse, The matter has been raised
also through the normal negotiating machinery and once again,
Ilr Speaker, I have been asked by those concerned teo dbring
it to the attention of the House in the hope that this

will produce quicker results than have been apparent in

the time that this has %cen consistently raised in the

norzal negotiating forum. The position stems from the
original philosophy of the Government that there should bLe

a Staff Inspection of the entire Civil Service.in order to
arrive at complermenting levels and subsequent to that Staff
Inspection having been conducted in this and in other
Departme nts, leave entitlement of those concerned was
increased in order to bring them into line with the United
Kingdom., It is not very difficult tc consider the situation
if one tzkes an example which is an approximate figure of
what has happened that if one has got an establishment, say,
of 240 nurses and their leave entitlement goes up by one week,
then there 'are 240 nurse-week less availahle for the needs of
the Department and thﬂt would require scmething like five
extra p:ployees to cover for the 240 weeks extra that people
are on leave. “he poawxlon tiet the Government has taken in
negotiations on this matter und it appeers to stem from their
prhilosophy that virtually nothing can be changed without
Staff Inspection, which is something perhaps that the
Governnent mlght be wise to take a second look at because

it seems to be having an effect on the dequlonlmaklng
rachirery of Covernment which is making it «an slower

than it has a reputation for teing, according.to its past
performance, The pcsition that has been taken is that it
would recuire a fresh Staff Inspection to establish whether
more enployees are needed. The need for such a situation
micht, perhaps, be defensible where there was an otvious

and dramatic change in the circumstances of the Department

so that one could say in 1976, for example, it was established
that there were 50 employees required as the complement of
this Department, since 1976 there has been a tremendous
reduction in the volume of work of the Department so it may’
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-than to have that we have the

be that there are less than %0 reguired now and it may

well be that the extra leave entitlc { can be accoernodated
ithin the existing staff becau we have got a surnlus

capacity, but that would only be justified in exceptioral
circunstances, lir Gpeaker, where it was secen that t‘c "e wWas
a puuent chanre in the fumctio of the De:artment and I
would say that this would certainly not apply to the case
of the uudlCo] Departzent in respect of our Kursing services,
I don't think there has been a drezatic icprovement in the
health oi Gibraltar so that there has been & very largs drop
in the number of patients that we are hondling. Let ce add,
r Speaker, that in terms of the discussions thzt have bteen
taking place between the management in the hospital and the
staff in the hospital, there is unaninmity of view between
the two sides. It appears that the panagezment is as keen
to see the increase as the staff is and although it may not
have an immediate ef fe t in the sense thau trc‘e are unfilled
vacancies at the moment, nevertheless, the situation appears
to be in terms of the co_pleme ing and the filling of the
complement, that there are tizx W e appear to have a
queue of people waiting to cox we cannot take thenm
in because we are up £o our cor sapd there are times
when we get a lct cf people les aocut the same tize
and it is difficult fTo recruit ents in the short
term -but, obviously, it is a b tuztior to have the
uniilled vacancies -there for w ve the applicants

nts and that we lose
them to other Jjobs and are urab attract them tack into
nursing because when the everntu cisiozn is taken the
prospec sive candidates have zalr found alternative
employment. I therefore ccmze moticn to the House,
Mr Speakex, and ask flembers to support it.
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Mr Speaker then proposed the question in the terms o
Hon J Bossano's motion.

HCN A P MONUEGRIFFC:

Mr Speaker, uhe bono urable Mexber is correct. The pesition
has been apgra ted by the fact thst apart from the extra
an

leave which is be*“ ted to the nuﬁ-in: staff, they have

N

g grante
to take this year age in as a result of the change of systen
the backlog of 1eave and so have Leen dozng a tremendous
"amcunt of work, cuite rs what we would call ordinary
overtime. I might 34 T ase Honcuratle Members of
the Opposition should = at nurces are getting a lot of
overthe, they are not, they are getting the overtime that
is neceded to be done in the Department and in fact it is
causing some strain in many respects but the overtime on an
average is about £20 a zonth though this flgnre cf averages
can be deceiving as there are certain members of the staff
getting considere®bly nmucz more which shows the necessity
of some members of the staff having to do & coasiderable



nunber of hcurs which if we had the full establishment would
e

be conziderably eased. I apyres entirely with the proposition
of the Yonourabdle liezber that to have another Staff Inspection
to see how many staff we require at this stage, perhaps, is not

the right way to go about it for the very simple reason that
we ¥now. If before Gtaff Inspection decided that with so much
leave we needed so nuch staffy if we have got to cover about
1,300 .days I make it about 5 to 6 more nurses. Whether or not
it is pocsible to recruit the number of staff we want when at
the moment we have still got sixteen vacancies, in August we
were down to six vacancies, now we are back to sixteen vacancies,
and I think the Honourable Member in all fairness will admit
that inevitably, of course, the going of full-timers into
part-time work, of course, decreases the number of houvrs any
person can give and that ‘exacerbates the problem, but it is
inevitable and we have got to accept that with grace because
it is a question of vivher accepting part-timers or accepting
no nurses at all. So, Mr Speaker, we support the motion.

HON . P J IGQLA: .
Mr Speaker, the rmotion before the House which asxs for
immediate steps to be taken to review the establishment

of nurses. I don't know whether I uaderstood the Minister

for lNedical Services correctly, I presume what the Goveranment
is going to do is to review it immediately without a Staff
Inspection. VWell, that is a step that we welcome on this

side of the House, uhfortunatelf, I'r Speaker, we have been
able to look at the results of Staff Inspesction and certainly
on this side of the House, we haven't been very impressed.
Certainly in two Comnittees that I have been in, we have

tried to see the Staff Inscectors but our approach to thea

has teen dlocxed by Establishment who tell us: "You don't
want tc see the Staff Inspecters, see us, ask us the questiond
which we did and we are still waiting for answers, that was
avout six months ago. We do not Huve, and this is merely as
cutsiders tecause we are not in the process of Government and
we are not in there, we do not have tremendous confidence in
the process of Staff Insvection judging from what we have seen
in a nuzber of Iepartments and certainly my o.m experience in
the Puvlic Accounts Committse and in the Water Coxznmittee leads
ze to cuestion the good jucdgemont of the Staff Inspectors in
two very important areas of public admin** ration, the reading
of materc, for exanple, electricity and water, the situation
is very, very unsatlsfautory, the Yost Office counter problem,
and also I believe in the Public Works Department, the Public
Works Department that administers, I've fO“ otten what the
figure is- but it goes into millions of pounds of money and

has an accounts staff about the zaze size 2s a much smaller
Department, and the Staff Insgector considerc that to be
adeguate. e do not share the coanfidence that the Government
have in thig system of Staff Inspection and that is one of

the reasons why we support this motion that a review should
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take place notwithstending, thst it should not weit for a
Staff Iuypection. : .

HON A P MONTEGRIFFO:

On & point of clarification, we are not seying that Staff
Inspection is good or bsd and we are not discussing Staffl
Inspection at this perticular moment. Beccuse the Staff
Inspection has alresdy been done, we know thut the extra
number of dsys work will rezguire s0 meny ‘nursese.

HON P J ISOLA:

We are concerned about it because we are concerned at getting
answers about Staff Inspection when we have our own personal
experience of the result. ¥r Speewrer, thst is one point, the
other point is that obviously if there is increased lesve
entitlement and thils has besen nego: 'sted, it is really a
metter of mathematicel corputztion the sort of stalfl
establishment thait you reguire. It ;coks to me that it may
well be 2n acasdemic exercise because you have still got six-
teen vacancles in the staeff cSldCllSﬂ nt but nevertheless,

I think it is right tec hove tre preper ecta:11°hmeru Tfor the
Department and especiglly su h ~n izportant Depe ment as the
¥edical Departrent. It-ig a ter of concern to hesr .people
working very lonb hours of uve ime in a p“”feesion that
presumably reguires pretiiy goocd concentration all the time,
so we have no hesitetion .in view of the facts 'that have been
brought before the House, we have no hesitation in supporting
the motion..

MR SPEAKER: :

Are there any other contributors to the dcbate? I will then
call on ¥r Bossano to repiy.

HON J BOSSANO:

Mr Sneamer, 1 welcome the support and I would sa; t
ealthough, in fact, the not::r is not seeking to the
whole system of Staff Inspsciicn revicwed but rather to make
this en exception to gens2re stiil thi that
many cf the points mad VoL ¥ol 3
Leader of the Cpposit nor o

well werrant a future
believe that it is not
Government expecied I
up it m_ch~ be scmeth
at.

rt of resulis the
since the matter hus come

ion which was resolved in the

¥r Speaker then ) sti
zoticn was acc rdﬁno_y carried.

effirnative and



EON P J IGOLA:

Ir Speaker, I have the honcur to move the notion standing.in
ny nane which is "That this louse regrets the departure from
pudblic life of IMr lMaurice Xiberras and wishes to express its
deep arpreciation to lir -Aiberras for all his work and effort
on behalf of the people of Gibraltar during ten years of
public service." Iir uoeaxor, I think I can adequately
describe the re515nat10n of =y Honouraole predecessor in

this Chair when it was announced in August, 1979, as something
that caused profound shock, bewilderment and I think to a

‘certain extent, dismay among a great number of people in

Gibraltar both on this side of the Yo:se and I am sure on
the othrer side and supporters of all sides of the Fouse. I
think it is aporonrlate that I should move this motion and.
should as& the House to record dits appraciation to Ir
aurice Xiberras because I think he is one of those possibly
Aeu people wpc gave up everything to go into public service,
into pudlic life, at a period of time when politicians were
very, very badly paid, if I may put it that way, they still
¢ some people seen to think, but, anyway, were very badly

aid, his coming into public life invclved his resignation
as & teacher, as a Government employee, a graduate tezacher
with good “rossects and with no guarantee ot the time that
he would be elected into Government. He gave up a lot, I
thirx, to serve the people of Gibraltar and some will think’
that he gave up pnrhan a little too much but, anyway, Maurice
Xiverras has worked in public life for sone ten years and
during that time he received a salary lessg than an unskilled
labourer, throughout these ten years. I *binx his contribution
to the people of Gibraltar was substanitial in those ten years.
If I =ay just briefly say where I think he has left his mark
in Gibraltar, I could Jjust itemise Jjust a few points, as a
pioneer of the original IWBP for the "British Ve Are, British’
e Stay" "o Conceseions to Spain" way back in 1964/65 and
when he was elected he made a very great contribution, among
others, of course, but he made a great contribution to the
solid stard that has resultad ty the people of Gibraltar on
the question of Brltlsh soverelgnty over Gibraltar. There
can be no doubt that Maurice Xiberras has been one of the
great champions of the principle of no concessions on
sovereirnty, on the principle of a Britisn Givbraltar., He
has oren lnilef¢b1e in his de*erce of this principle, not
a‘\')“ci anc I weuld say that if people in Gitraltar were to
be asked what wes hic tiy conmsribution, the main answer
would bve, his inflexible stand on maintaining Gibraltar
Zritish, Then in the chort time that he was in Government
he proved himself to be an extremely efficient Minister of
Labour and Minister for Housing. During that difficult time
he did a grea*t dez2l to raise the living standards of working
men and women in Gibraltar to whom he was completely dedicated.
I think he was a chazpion of the principle of parity and think

that whilst not in any way denigrating the efforts of others,
because everybody in Gibraltar has to play his part in helping

"‘I-—!
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and contributing to without dexn

efforts of others I wou th:t he dese
the history of CGibpralter i e guestion ¢ r
brlnglng it about. Then the cther great ¢ idbuti
he made again cduring -difficult times, I ih his p
what I would call +he bi-partisan a:preach to foreign affairs
as far as Gibraitar's foreign affairs are concernzd. Tt is
extremely importznt that he elected leaders of the people of
Gibraltar, on natters affecting the future and status of the
people should, as far as possible, without giving in to each
other completvely, be bi-partican and united and therefore it
means that politicians themselives zust be prepared in this
sort of situation toc not expect the other side to do every-
thing exactly as they weuld want tc de it aznd to have & bit

£ give-and-take and in the Strasbourg process liaurice
Xloerras made his own contributicn arnd-had his own part

to play.
Mr Speaker, I think those are the main areas where he

contributed to Gibraltar and his contribution is something
tnat is permanent. Duri“g a difficult pericd of growth, as
it were, of Gibralta he played nis part & ensured crrtaln
permanence to them. 5, as ‘we & SW, great fighter
for the question of paid menh I the lHouse, for
relaxation of rules g to stan g for election and the
question of declarsa iterests. I will not go into that,
we have heard him s gh of that in this House for many
years. But the pri s right, Ir Speaker, that in a
demccratic society -ation chould be as wide-.as possible
and that a House of should represent broadly the
people they have teo t. On cste caj I was reading
an article by thes &x Minist irley Willianms about
- the House of Commozns ¥as cOm ing ¢hat it was not as
representative, main ;se the r rly 16 wonen among
600 members. She sai a5 a o ents :1ve lnat“tle”ﬂ
the cump381tloh of t s 1 r scme broad relestion
to the compesition ol the uiati holc I thinlk that
describes e'ﬂct*y what Yﬁ\ kol

‘d in this House time
a

r3 of the House, that
ility to st%nd and to

and time apaﬂn and it is : ve not sclved thet
problen-and I think the q* 8 £ we could pay to his
work is to Try and sort i t I it is impertant, the
guestion thut peopln ir t' House e broadly represent-
ative of the people epT sent. In Gibraliar we have
this tremendous probl a goed €05 ¢f *he populaticn is
wo“x*ng for Ufficiel -Anmployers and somehow cor cother we snould
try and get round that and I think at certainly he has -

o] er
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COﬂvﬁuced me, as
there is a need t
représent.,

lnalWy, Mr Speaker, his integ
uwnguestioned. I think that th ready to
licten to people and Lo spesk y sel ne of us
might thirk a little toco long in t
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he took up evarybody's cause, he was prepared to give all
of his time to his pubdlic duties and that, of course, I am
sure in no small nmeasure contributed to his early retirement
from public life. Ee possibly spent too much time on his
public duties and not enough time with his family and in kis
home and that is unfortunate. I do hope, in moving this
rotion, that the louse will agree that llaurice Albnrraa was
a good thing, it was a good thirg he cane through Gibraltar,
it was a good thing he spent ten years in this House, he has
left his mark, there is no question about it, ard it is fair
to say and I do not think anybody will question it, that in
his public and political 1life self-inter:s;t took a very, very
low place and by no stretch of the imagination cculd -anybody
have at any time during his ten years, accused lMaurice
Xiverras of self-interest.

Vr Speaker, I hope the House will support this motion and that
the passing of it will be some sort of consolation to Maurice
Xiberras for the part he has played in the developing life of
Gibraltar and a reminder to him that politicians do not come
and go and are forgotten, that those of us who stay behind do
appreciate somebody who has done « ‘good job while he has been
here, I, accordingly, commernd the motion to the House,

»

aker proposed the question in the.terms of, the Hon P J

Mr Spe
Iscla's motion. -
HON CHIEF MINICTIR:

MNr Speaker, I have no hesitetion in supporting the motion but
I would not like to go into a paregyric because I do not think
that this should be an cbituary session. Maurice Xiberras is
a relatively young man with a yood career prospect in front of
him and we should thark him for what he has done but I do not
think we should try and make this a very auspicious occasion
because I anm sure he nmay be still in the future able to give
good service either to Gioraltsr or wherever it is that ne is.
had a very friendly letter from him dated 22 VYctober where
I will Jjust quote one phrase which supperis my approach to
this: M"A future is now teginning to open itself up before us",
so that in fact we are happy to see that he is:aking his way
tnrough and we hope that the reasons that made thim withdraw
from public life will bring about other 2iness o hHim which
rmust have been a change for a great sacrifice in what he loved
decrly, which was politics. 3But as I say, le is young and I do
rot thinkx we should ta1k about him as something of the past,
uu_uc:eth'ng of the. °ﬂnt thrt has left Gibraltar tecause
my recollection aln S0 in this House, we have said
gooaoya to ﬁeop*e and we ﬂuVL paid tribute to Albert Isola,
te Albert Risso, to Sol Serruya and nmany other people dbut of
course, the facility about that was that they were here and
they said they were going but unfortunately the conditions

10
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under which Maurice went did not make that possibtle.

in so far as the questi of sacrifice ig concerned, I fully
appreciate that. I have a colleague next to ze who gave up

the Deputy lHeadmastership of 1&;'1 ra-nar Gchool in order to
enter politics and gave .up ever ing, also at great sacrilfice,
but he felt that the call of politics was so icportant that he
made thut sacrifice as well., It ice was a great Iighter and
he is a great fighter and it was gcod to have a good Tight

with him because he £ uUht a o fight and in sc far ss the
latter part of my association with hinm in the Strasbourg Process,
I will say *that he made a very substantial and wvaluable contri-
bution and th:t it would have had no strength if we hadn't

gone together. It would have kad no stre if he ha

alore, it would have had no strength if 1 £0 o)

It was the fact that we were boztl: there, s nin

parties in Gibraltar that made the mark of wha

the beginning of possibly a reccgnition by the neighbo N
across the frontier of the identity of the people of Gibraltare
I am very glad that there is this opportunity to pay tribute

to him in his absence and I am sure he will gather strength
from the fact that he knows that both sides of the House are
appreciative of the work that he has done fecr the people of

Gibraltar.

"HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

IMr Speaker, having been withsMaurice Iihe

up politics and this goes back to soon af

a student, when he showed that he wos ver

matters tc do with the welfare of the peo

I feel to some extent responsible for nav

involved in politics in Gibraltar I certa

having pluynd that part and I think by th ‘
being pai id here todav it shows that he na

contribution to publ*c life in Givraltar.

rot talking in the past tense in the sense th 3

finished, far from 1%, I an very pleased to say ¢ know

he has got & permanent Jjob in Ingland in a very o manar
school, he has Fot a house rercfore he is awa ew
life as I think he said to ¢ Chief Minister i

and I do not believe ws hsve heard the end of T

since, ol course, he has if nis blocd and

“of infection that is very difficult to get

believe, however, unfortunately, that we sh B
for scme time to come, SO it 1z very &nrgnrop

House that full recognitiocn ¢ oe gpiven

given to the people of Gibr abvsolutely

of self-interest. I was ve se to hin s

tiae hardship that he and ki ily went through I aLe
of giving totally his 11 cause of Gibrali:. lt WES

a total give-—away as far cecncerned. At tl begirning
he was_a copy-vook 3oc ? e extent that he 50
strozgly about education being Government education that he
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was not even prepared to help hinself by giving private
lessons. I say this because this may rlve vou an insight
of the kind of =—an that ilaurice is. In the rrocess of time
he saw the practicallty of 1life and whilst never giving up
his ideals of benefitting particularly the working classes
he understood as time w3rt by trat there was more than- just
a text-book. And I think in his pudlic life he put this
into practice soon after he was elected to this House and
very effectively, as the }Minister for Labour, changed the
social way of life in Gibraltar. I kncw how hard he pressed
for the kxind of control of labour that we now have in
Gibraltar.. That was an extrexzely difficult task when we
took over. The frontier had been closed, Gibraltar found
itself depleted of the Spanish labour that kept the economy
going, a considerable nucder of immigrants from other places
“arrived in Gibraltar and the labour market in Gibraltar was
chaotic at the time and it t'ell vpon his shoulders, against
very difficult odds, to get it organised and there were
pressures from many quarters 2s to a reluctance to see the
‘introduction of the labour system that we have now which has
benafitted so much our society to the extent that the with-
drawal 'of labour instead of having the effect that the Spanish
Government thousht it would have, it had the very opposite
effect of engbling pevple of Citraltar, both men and women,
to take up Jjobs and kept the economy going as we can see
today, most effectively. Therefore, 1f someone deserves
prazise for the way that we have overcome the effects of the
withdrewal of labour with all its consecuences, which is
purely econonics, it is Maurice Xiverras. I will not go
over the ground that.my Honourable Friend hes covered but
I should.point out another thing that Maurice played a great
part in and that was the preamble to the Constitution. As
far bpack as the Constitutional days when he, together with
our colleagues, at great odds because he was a schoolteacher
then and he was not allowed in those days to participate in
politics and against terrific pressure, he had the courage
to come forward with the delegation and together we managed
to get that very famous Preamble to the Constitution.

HON CHIEF MINIOT 'fl:
’ @
I a2 sorry, but -this is becomirg too dramstic., If we are

going to talk about the Hreanble of the Constitution, we -
will have to talk about who said what. We do not want to
hear what the whole of the IWDP did in two years.

HON MAJOR' R J° PELIZA:

-

an not talking about the IIDP I am ‘talking about Mr Xiverras.
I an sorry to upset the Chief I 1nlster 80 muuh. I am not
saying he d1d not p*ay his part,.
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cf his contri-
pernars, Mr
not =v

very willingly
pﬂ“"onal

rtly in the

I think I have given two very izportan
bution. As I do not wish Te offend any
Speaker, I had vetter not carry on becauc
intention, to offend anyoodf herea X
took over from me when unfortunately

rszasons I had to live partiy Gi
United ¥Xingdon snd he very wil and very blj tcokx over
the leadership of the Party and thexn becare the leader of the
Opposition. Iaing thab time s Mr Speaxer, he was a tower of
strength in this Hous A person very single-ninded in his
approach, very force¢uL in trying %o g:;e‘r his p01ht of view
unnef“tood As far as he was concerned s important to
stress the point by whatever meons it v ) ired to do so
and on many occasions he ma:aged to have his int of view
even accepted by the Government which I think is & great
trioute to him tooc. :
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I do not think he found it

Lastly, I would like to add that

easy Qt all to leave Gibraltur. ke had to do it for very strong
personal reasons which compelled him to do sc. Behind, as oy
Hon Friend ssid before, he left an inspirstion from the point

of view of integrity as to how a politician should always bear
that in mind that abvove all whatever his wiews it is 1L*p@1v»y
.that in the end 1 i toc count in public 11 e and without

any shadow of doul was by far what was most strn ln’“g in -
Maurice Xiberras zand ¥ i lwas be rereombered by

those who know him., N appreciated by

the public generally ong can see by the number of votles
that he got at the last election as an Independent member

and although he must have created many political foes,

because of his strecgth and deternination, by and large he was
respected By all. I do hope, Mr Speaker, that what he hes
done for Gibraltar does not go unnoticed and that some kind

of official reccgnition is given to the great work that he

has done for Gibraltar

HCON A J CANEPA

er, as a nember of the ga%nikn nearer to Maurice

' generation and as somcone who was associated with
hlny in the Granmar School for 6 or 7 years and then
ter on here in the House, though on opposite sides, I an
Y hapny to be able fto acsociate myself uarese Vcély wi
e sentiments contained in the motion. Nz Speaker, Gibr
annot really affori to continue to exprort to the United
¥ingdom and to other countr ¢s, men of the calibre of Hanrice
{iverras. I car think of far foo nany friends of nine who are
now-iiving in the United gdom and making a very icpodrtant
contribution there an sein is, indeed, our loss. The
place in the history of 2ltar public alfzirs which Maurice
Aiverras occupies is alre a safe place, it is elreaay assured
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in <he same way as the Honourable the Leader of the Oppositicn
is associated with the Chief Minister, during those stirring
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days when our cause had to be fought in the ferum c¢f the
United llaticns, sc more latterly the nume of Maurice Xiberras
will be linked with.that of Sir Joshua liassan in respect of
the two trail-blazing meetings that took place with the
Spanish Foreign Minister. That is a fact of history and
something that nothing can change. 411 in all, I have no
doudbt that in that field ilaurice made a very, very significant
contribution incdeed to the general welfare of the people of
Gibraltar. Yuring the three years that he was Minister for
Labour I think the policies that he followed ir. the labour
field were sound policies, particularly in respect of the
control of labour and in respect of the question of the need
to train people to acquire greater skills and I think that
those policies have stood the test of time.; From a persorzl
point of view, though we did have numerous differences here
in the House and we croseed swords on many occasions, what
is for me the greatest cause for persounal satisfaction is
the fact that that never cut across in any way or impinged
orn our personal friendship. Many were the occasions when we
were able to meet informally and talk very intimately, quite
unreservedly, as we had been able to do during those seven
or eight years when we were teaching in the Grammar School
and wor}ing in the Gibraltar Teachers' Ascscciation. .As I
said at the time when the arnouncement was made that Maurice
was leavirg, it has been for me a matter of great regret and
I am very happy to be able to associate myselr and support
the motion .unstintingly.

nly did not know IMaurice for as many years as-the last
four ters who have spoken. Iy association with him only
goes back two years but certainly in those two years that I
was close 17 assoc1atea with Maurice, the impact that he made
with me was very great indeed. His hallmarks have been high-
lighted by oy Honourable Friend the Leader of the Cpposition
and his achievermer.ts have been highlighted by everyvody. One
thing whicH has not been said, one of the achievements that
can te laid at his door, is of course the Fublic Accounts
Coxmzittee which is a very good thizg for Gibraltar and which
in fact he had been campaigning for many years and I think it
was a great satisfaction for him when this was achieved. What
I weculd like to say is to wish hir well and wish hin every
success in his new carcer. I an sure he will do well because
he has the gqualities to make success wherever he goes. I
would alsc, lir Speaker, like to take this opportunity of
welconing and congratulating MNr Peter Isgla on his succeeding
Maurice Xiberras as-Leader of the Opposition.

HON MASCR F J DELLIPIANI:

Mr Speaker, I am even closer to Maurice Xiberras than ny
colieage Adolfo Canepa because we were botli in the same
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- people who remain bechind. Though

classrooz, about two feet away from each other and we als
lived in the same buildircg. I have always h & admiration
for him for the work he has cdone in CGibre t olitical
field. I think however we have really ov t the
situation as the Chief liinister has right e t. I
have more admiration for the hco;le wno s n It Just :
looks tec me in my short life in politics o eelng
people freom the oppocite side of the louse who ibraltar,
and give up. There are people on my side of the House who hnave
gone through a lot of very intimate personal problems and have
stuck it out and they are .still here, Iy adzi?ation is for the

1

great contribution that lMaurice Xiberras “"ue to the House and
to Gibraltar as a whole. My adniration is for the people who
stay behind. : .

HON A P MNON iG‘?ITFO'

Mr Speaker, 1 am going to be rather brief because in joining
unreservedly the chorus of praise, it is rather difficult to
find anything new to say when ong is f sixt peal
can say, of course, that I have known MNaurics Xibter
much lorger than any mexber of the House for ti e
reason that we lived within the same e for
~I am not by that implying that the ualities wi
ascribing to him now he learne T t roo
shared with me. I am sure he nalities of
have been outstanding and which we are here rec
best tribute and the best way of showing our afl
is to pray and wish that wherever he nmay be his
bve resolved to his satisfaction and that he wil
the happiness, if not as & reward for what he Las done in
politics, as a reward for a married man and a family zman.
This is my parting renrark in this statement I'am making, that
he will enjoy with his wife and his childrer all the happiness

that we wish for ourselves.

HON P J IGOLA:

Mr ope ker, I am gra
motion and supportln
Hermally I was going
something about the
Zducaticn, I do not

friendly or not but t ly to
me. Let me tell him for nct a
question of *av*ng adnirat  behind.
The people who stay behind c the
pecDLe who Zo away. CThere uent ! : that
for liaurice Xiberras it was ifice to B0 &away. I have
no doubt he went beceause e o choice. kHis *Da:* is very
T a

much rere, I do aot thizk



in Gibraltar I anm cuite haopy here and I am sure ail Hon
Yemdbers are qguite hE“PJ to be living in what perhaps is an
exciting period of the history of Gibraltar when we are
asserting our identity and our rights. Eut let me not get
controversial, kr Speaker, I thank all Hon Members for every- -
thing they have ssid znd I am glad that in the records of

this House it will appear that this House appreciates the
service of one of its ex-members when it has been good. I -
think it is appropriate that I should just end my motion by
thanking all members on behalf of our departed brother.

MR SPZAKER:

I would not dream of trying to enumerate the number of years
I have known Mr Xiberres but I will sey that I would like to
associate myself with everything that hes been said on his
behalf. I wouid also like to tazke this opportunity to wel-
. core the new Leader of the Opposition. I thought this would
be the appropriate time and not before. '

¥r Speaker then put the question which was unsnimously re-
solved in the affirmative and the motion was accordingly
carried.

HON G T RESTANO: .

Mr Speaxer, I beg to move the motion standing in my name:

"That this House considers that immediate steps should be

taken to implement a tull-time paediatric service in Gibraltar.
Mr Speaker, the question of the pasediatric service in Gibraltar
has, of course, come up in the House on a nurber of occasions
ané it has also come up in public correspondence on even more
occasions but if I may I would like to go very briefly over the
history of the question of the paedlairic service. In September
of 1978 the Society for Handicapped Children brought out a
paediatrician who was a consultant at the Charing Cross Hospital
to review the question of the need that the Society felt for a
paediatric service in Gibraltar and a report was subsequently
given to the 3o:iety by a peediatrician concerned where he said
that he felt that a full-tine paediatrician should be employed
in Gibraltar. Subsequent to this, the Minister for Medical and
Health Services ‘scught the advice of paediatricians from another
hospital in London, from King's College and they<'sent out a con-
sultant to review the sitvation and gave the advice to Govern-
ment that ths catchment area of children in 3ibraltar was not
sufficiently large to warrant a full-time paeaiatrician ba3

that rather than engeging a full-time paediatrician Government
should weit a year whilst the King's College Hospital provided

a service-of sending four different paediatricisns once each
four times a year to Gibraltar and after the end of the year
there would be a review of the situation. As far as the
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*put to him as a resul

ned, this has

question being raised e louse is cecncer )

aynened en two occasi in February and dure of thnls year.
Or both occasions I T the matte n the first
occasion the Minister gave me hni n hat advice
th received from Prcfessor 8%roud and in June 1 as to

econsider his ision and -o cnwlov a full-tirce p ician
SLralbutawuy an n June of s year the MNinister to
reconsider his decision and aa id thﬂ the advice t! zd
been given and which he accepted was that one neede o0
chlldren to warrent having a full-time pacdiatricia se-
quent to that, of course, therc has been numerous ¢ ngence
which have all bcen made D*a’lc botween myself and
Minister for lMedical and Health Services and the Chief Minister
and I would like to efe now to the peﬂultlnate letter which

‘, 4

I received from the Chie inister on the subject when I was
pleased, as well as su;pr sed, to see that the Gecvernnent
seemec to have changed its policy slightly on the matter and
said that "conulae“atﬁcn has a’“aady been r*),v:=n by the
Government to the steps that would need to be aken should
we in fTact be advised that a full-time app ownvm=nt is
desirable." He said: "It wil 1 e to take
immediate action if a ceived." I
was pleased with that h"t the
Covernment were alrez
paealut“1c1an ani on
Minister asking for q

ut I MOLIQ Juet
ies he would not
H answer in thi
given notice that I would be
the subject. I would like to
questions that I did ask and

me and I will go into t
like to say that he i
give to me a8t the ¥tinme
debate Decause I had sl
putting forward a motio:
remind thé Government of
which were not answered and I hope that they will Lave
ansvers for us today. What I asked was when this new
consideration was given by the Goverrment in view of the
fact that right from the very word go the Minister had said
that he would. ot reconsider his decision and that since
this 3 rect contradiction tc the

|1.
3

_\.._.
statenent by u..e N ter for ledical and Lealth Services
when he cateborlca;lv refased to reconsider his decision is
the reason for the Covernmentis new p051t103 the overwhelming
public opinien so the mztter and hes the Minister's own policy
been overruled by the Coverrment end of cou“se I.think trat
it is anr appropriate tTizme %to say that there has been a
'trbmendoug amount of pudlic opimion c¢cn t subject and it
is not very often that one s on R riicular SuDJGCo
letters from a whole host ssocicticnc written to the
press and this has happen this occasion. We have had
the Housewives Associati e Youth Ascocia tlon, th Tenants
Associution, the Transgpo General Worxers Un theg
have all written, agart lot of irndivi ual0 wno have’
themselyves writvten %o th s supperting the need to have
a full-time paediatric s . I also asked the Chief
Minister ia that letter quote: "You furthernmore state
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that should advice be

received that a ful
is desirable, it will be possivie to take immediate actiom if
and when such advice is received. 1 presu:e vhat whet you
mean is that contact has already been made with a paediatrician
wno has presumably accepted to take up the nost immediately.
e a

o)
Your confirmaticn of this point would b rpreciated and also
the date of such acceptance.”" I am presuming but I hope that
tne Chief Ilinister will be able to confirn one way or the
otrer wnether this is the case and, lastly, I asked what

are the conditions for such an appointment ard what action
would: the Government contemplate taking if the advice received

was against the appointment of cuch a post. That, Ir Speaker,

deals with the correspondence and the ques stions that have

come up in the Hcuse. <h2re have been tvo reasons, which

I have reard from the Governzent against having a paediatrician.

The first cne I have already nmentioned is that the catchnent

area of children in Citraltar Is not large erough to warrant

a paediat“ician but I ask th2 Government, with a population

of 25,000 is the catchment area bip enough to have a televi-

"sion service, is it big enough tc have a radié service, is

it ois encugh to have a gynaecologist? Zven the Iinister for

Iledical and lHealth 3ervices said *hat Gibraltar's population

did not really warrant a gyraecologist. Of course we nust

have 2 gynaeco‘cglst in che same way as we must have a

paediatrician. It is odious to compare catchment areas

reguired for a consultant in the United Kingdom with the
1Lra1 car situation. In the United LlndeH you may have a

szall town of 25,000 and 1* may be the policy where if it
is only 25,000 you du not need-paediatricians, gynaecologists

fird a biy; city where there is a gynaecologist, &
rician and all the other services. 3But in Gidraltar,
of co irse we are in a completely different situction. Here
we cannot just go 20 miles away and find the necessary
services that we want, w2 have a frontier problem, so
therefore we have to provide the services that we recuire
within Gibraltar and that is whry it is stupid and ridiculous
to say that we do rnot have a catchment area for a paediatric
service in Gibraltar. In fact the children population of
Gidbraltar according to the survey report of the lMedical and
alth Services is that it is one quarter of the population
ard I ‘“‘A" that deserves t¢ have the sort ofmedical person
to lookx after all the. different cases that obviously there
aree The other reason thrt I also neard is tha% originally
the ceonsultent frox the Xing's Cross Hospital had been asked
to wait for ome year belore :aklng their rejyort and it would
oe to go over their heads if the Government were to have taken
cision. I am afraid I do no+ rnally agre2 with that, lMr
, I think "that of cours nhey have givon great Qervice
op2 they will be abdble to continue giving the sare

that they are giving at the moment and we are very

ul for the scrvice dbut on the other hand I do not

nk that that particular reason should be taken by the
ernment fornot taking a decision on this matter. What

.
etc, but r“” 3ecauce you only have to go twernty miles away
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is required is that 1f on are 2
number of bﬁll”*@ﬂ and e q; 1y a 1t the
handicapped children, -i_ } are b3 i ot
could really be 1moroved bv ng paedint full-
time in Gibraltar, thea the Governnent shoul stint and
fail to employ that person. It is, alter al 2 chiidren
of Gibraltar that we are talking about - -znd c inly those

in most cases who are under great difficuliy hope tlat
the Government will concider ta immediat on to
enploy a paediatrician. I thin culd be ded by the
whole of the community, I think mos le want it and
pecple would be quite prepared tc see Gover spending
money on that sort of appoirntment. Vhat th itions of
that paediatrician would be were he to be en d, I wouid
prefer that such an appoiztzent should not ull-tirme
awpointment with Government. I would like ¢ that person
being able to do community service. I wouiu him,

possibly, to be allowed to perhaps do some te practice

as well, I am sure that there would oe time. for that but,
anyway, that, of course, arc the conditions and that would
have to be in the Conditions of Dervice under which he would
be employed. One reason wnyAt‘"f rman must be c*plo!ed
immediately is when I remember what happened when we aid

not have an eye specialist and the time for recrultment went
into months and menths -and we ar Lo e CGovernment that
it takes a long time tween trhey actually
advertise the post and the time st Taey n interview
individuals. Therefore, «it has to be done strazightaway
otherwise we will be mozths 2nd months without a paediatrician
and it is a necessary servicethat we should have in Gibraltar.

Mr Speaker, I Commend the motion to the House.

Mr Speaker proposed the gucstion in the terms of the Hon G T
Restano's motion.

HON A P NONTEGRIFFO:

Mr Speaker, in the Iirs® place I ao

Hon Mlember who has moved the zotio

cbu“bcd its policy neither does it

The ion llenmber has given me cne o

He has been talking about employin;

conditions of service, should he

should he do priveate zctice >

the Hon “be” nor 1f, as we co need
50, ¥ type and reg nts that

paediatrician needs To meev i situation in tar, He

hac completel;r confused the 1 1 $ To delve

2 little bit in the history of rae i reltar, too,

and I am going to go back To ‘rofessor Jolly's recommendation,

It was because of that recommendation in that.report that I
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inmmediately started sounding different friends and contacts:
in the United Kingdom as to whother we could get a paediatri-
cian for Gidbraltar because in oy own ignoriuce I thought that
what we needed was a paediatrician and I have learned a litutle
bit since then. There are different types of paediatricians
that meet the requirerments of certain communities and others
which are not suitable for that particular community. That I
have learned since I have beern dealing with this particular
unit which is the King's College Paediatric Research Unit.
Fortu.ately we came across this particular unit and when
Professor Stroud came to Gibralter I brourht him specially

to request him to send over a paediatrician because we have
got a paediatrician in our establishment, we have not got to
come to the House for one, so if we want to recruit one it is
there. Then he said: "I do not think the catchment area in
Gibraltar warrants a full-time paediatrician because he may
grow stale and ultizately either he may involve himself in a
lot of private practice which will bring him a lot of money
looking after the mothers rather than after the health of the
children of Gibraltar. Why not send four different types of
special paediatricians to Gibraltar, why don't they look at
child behaviour in Gibraltar, at pollution and what relation-
ship that has with any diseases children may have in Gibraltar
requirements of handicapped clildren, requirements of your

naternity services, etc, and, generally, what type of diseases’

occur more widely among children and if we then decide that
you need a paediatrician then we shall tell you what type of
paediatrician, what function is required and whether you need
one." We have nevaer said, neither has the'Xing's College.
Paediatric Unit said that we were not going to get a paedi-
atrician. We may not in the end but what Irofessor Stroud
said and the answer I gave to the !lon Member in February was:
"During the recent visit of Professor Stroud of King's College
to Gidbraltar he thougcht that the catchments area of children
did not Justify a full-time paediatrician but suggested it
would be wiser at this stage to engage visiting consultants
four times a year and after a year's trial a further assess-
ment would he made." The Hon llember, if I can use my best

or worse Latin, sat down and said nothing more which to me
meant nemine contradicente and I thought he was quite happy
with the staterment I had made. But I have &« feeling that he
thought he might be bored during the summer and therefore he
asked me in June that I should go to arbitration and bring
somebody from the.United Zingdom to try and arbitrate between
Professor Jolly's recomnendation about a paediatrician and
the advice that was being given by the King's College
Paediatrician Unit.

Mr Speaker, when he said that I really felt we needed a
paediatrician in Gibraltar because of the infantile approach
the Hon Member was taking. Isn't it iudicrous, lMr Speaker,
that when you have got two cornflicting opinions of two
paediatricians, one engaged by theGovernment and another

one who gave an unsolicited viewpoint, that we should bring .

109.

another paediatricisn? This is worse than law, you get thré?
lawyers and you get inte a terridle mess because they all give
you different opimions. I think the Governnent has taken a

‘Teasonable attitude but the lon lMember not being satisfied I

gave him in June, thourht of keeping the pot stirring during
the summer.I wrote to Lim telling him what the Governcent
position was on the matter and therefore I thought there
would be no need for any further correspondence. I wrote

to him saying the door had not been closed, no one had closed
the door to the possibility of getting a paediatrician, the
policy is to wait for the report and to find out if we do
need one what type of paediatrician we needs

Mr Speaker, the four paediatricians that were mentioned have
already come, the last one came on 1€ July and let nme.tell
you it was mipghty difficult to find children for him to have
some patients. We circularised doctors, we advertised in the
press and it was mighty difficult. Ve must be careful how to
go about things because we do not want to bring people or
equipment to Gibraltar that is tnen left idle in the hospital
because no one can use it because if they use it once a year
you are not going to get very good results from whoever is
using it only on that occasion. Ilir Speaker, I think the
attitude of the Government has been reasonable, it has been

a reasoned spproach, 1 am eXpecting a report some tize in

.November because when Dr Price came here he said: "You may

be getting a report sometime during the first fortnight of
November," and if the answer is "Yes, you can employ a paedi-
atrician", because one thing that he said would be important

is the isolation of Gibraltar but he wanted to have a lock
first and I think they have had the best look ever in child
care in Gibraltar that we would have ever expected and they
have also told us that if they were to recommend a paediatri-
cian, their services and their facilities, which they have
been offering free to the people of Gibraltar, would carry .
on and if we neced their paedia'ricians in different specialities
to come over to help out in cases where, if they recommesnd a
paediatrician that is not available, they would do so at no
charge to the Government. What has made the Hon lNember feel
that we have changed our view or that the MNinister has been
overriden in this matter the fact that we have said that we
have taken some action, that we have told the administration
that there is a possibility that we may get a recommendation
to employ some type of paediatrician? We told the Admizistra-
tion as far back as June or July; "There may be a possitility,
you better start trying tentatively to find a house in case we
get a recommendation." As to having contact with any particular
person to employ him as a paediatrician, that is not the
function of politicians. If there is going to be a paediatri-
cian the post will be advertised with the conditioms, if there
are any conditions attached recommended by this Unit, aand that
will be done if I were to get the report within a couple of
weeks. Otherwise, nothing has changed except that almost a
year has\gone by, the four visits have already been completed
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and the report is being awaited within a couple of weeks.
The Hon Member asxed a hypothetical question: "Supposing
thgy say no?" To that ques:zion I give no answer. .

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

I an afraid that the Minister seems to me to be blinded by
science and he has blinded me too. I really coulc. aot follow
his argument. At one moment I think he said that the
Government had not changed its mind and' that the door was
closed but my friend was infantile in his attitude. I would
like the Hon Member to clarify that.

HON A P MONTZGRIFFO:

.You are away from Gibraltar and you do not réad,the
correspondence.

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

It is not what was said in the correspondence, it was what
was said in this House. :

HOR A P MONTZGRIFFO:

In my first answer to this House in February the Opposition
were very pleased with my answer. They did not query it at
all and then in July the Hon Mr Restano wrote to me and ....
HON G T RESTANO:

If the.Hon Menber will give way. There was anothe. question
in between where there were a lot of supplementary questionse.
HON A P MONTZGRIFFO:

Mr Speaker, the Hon Menber apart from a paedictrician needs
someone to look at his ears. I caid that in Febrnary he put
a 'question, I answered it and then he wrote in July, after
another question here in June.

HCN G T RESTANO: .

That is different to what he said before.

—
—_—
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HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

So therefore the supgestion made by my Hon Friend -is not so
stupid as the Mirister was trying to .make believe when he
started speaking in that in fact he is still giving some
consideration to the surgestion made by my lion Frierd. Guite
frankly, I think that his recorks about infantility and all )
the rest of it were quite unnecessary if he still thinks that
the suggestion made by Hon Friend is valid. If he does not

I think he should come out and say so. I am not going to go
through all this rigmarole of the specialised type of paedi-
atrician that should come to Gibraltar. The question of
speciality about pollution, the degree of diseases and all

the rest to me are very complicated and that of course I
imagine is the sort of thing that should be done by a
Consultant. I am looking more at the attitude of the people
of Gibraltar, this is what I am looking at, and what the
average uwother and father in Gibraltar expects. DBecause,
after all, we are living in a society and our medical services
should give a service, this is what the people really want.
One characteristic of the Gibraltarian is that we are slightly
more denonstratively emotional about our children than other
people are. We are very close to our children and if anything
happens to ome of our children we act immediately and we °
expect immediate action in return. So, therefore, looking

. at the mentality of the Gibraltarian, doesn't the Illinister

think that whatever technical advice he may be given, for the
satisfaction of the parents of Gibraltar, woulda't it be a

good idea to have a permanent paediatricien here, of a general
kind, I am not saying a specialist. I do not think a specialist
would be of all that use in a population of 25,000, God knows,
there might be only five or six of that kind of specialist in
the whole of Britain if not in the whole of Europe. I believe
that the Minister even said that that was available free of
charge, so if it is available free of charge, now and apain

when we think that a study has got to be made in that particular
section, perhaps, the specialist could be called out and carry
out an investigation or whatever it is.that is required. But

© I think from the day-to-day approach, Gibraltar is very much

in need of a paediatrician and I really cannot understand why
the Minister is so obstinate against the idea. He has not
produced, to my manner of thinking, a valid reason why this
is not so. ’ .

" HON A P MONTEGRIFFO: ' P N

I have not said we do not need a paediatrician, I have said
that we are waiting for a report from experts to find out if
we need one.
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HOW MAJOR R J PZLIZA:

Like everythins else, Iir Speaker, he has been thinking about
this for one year. If, perhaps, there had been no pressue
fron my Hon Friend on my left, he would nave left things as
they are, but because there is pressure and he just cannot
nake up his mind, he keeps postponing the decision and when
one confronts him as we are doing now in this House with a
yes or no, he will neither give a yes cr a no and this is

the general attitude of this Government, a Government of
total inactivity. To me it is otvious that the Illinister
should make up his mind once and for all, possibly before

the election, I hope, because that would be a very good
natter to discuss publicly since I think it touchec very
close to the heart of the parents of Gibraltar and if he
cannot maxe up his nind now I lhone that by the time he writes
the manifesto he will come out one way or the other because
this will be very much an election issue and before that I

do hope the lMinister, for the sake of the parents of Gibraltar,

‘for the sake of putting them at ease, that he makes a decision.
‘Of course, if he brings a paediatrician overnight there are no

children to be seen because they do not want to bring the
children at a particuler time, ‘they want to have the service
of a paediatrician when the child is ill. %hey do not want

to have to wait three -months to have the children seen to but
I can assurc the Minister that if we had a paediatrician every
parent every time the child is ill will take him to the
paediatrician and this to me is what is required, this is

what the parents of Gibraltar want and this is the kind of
service that we should provide because that is what the,
people want,. Co '

HCN CHIXZF MINIOT R:

Mr Spesker, I undertook to reply to a number of questions
which were put in a letter to ce because I was not prepared
to answer some of the silly questions in correspondence, I
thousht this was a better venue to an~ver silly.questions.
The Hen IIr Restano asked whether we had ovetruled the
Minister because I told hinm tkat in anticipation of a
favourable reply or a reply%of the nature that he would

hinkx was favourable, ie, for the appointment of a paediatri-

cian, precisely in order that we would not have the delay that'f

we had in the filling up of the post of opthalmologist, we
thought we would be prepared this time and if the advice is
favourable then we have done all the spadework, we have not
got to start.again from scratch and therefore it will be
eacier to do - it because in fact the element of the whole
prodlexz ags the lliinister Lhas rizhtly cescribed, is that the
consultants who were coning here wanted time in which to make
up their aminds.e It is not that we have lost a year, we have
won a year because whatever advice is given now would be the
advice with the benefit of an importaut unit which has had
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consultants here, have seen the problem, and have seen what
it is. But the emotional side which is so easy to beoost up
which is that if you have a paediatrician every father will

" take his child to the pacdiatriciam, well, in that case he

would not be a paediatrician he would be a gencral practitioner.
Because if you are a ccensultant paediatrician you are there to
deal with the cases that the ordinary general practitiorer

cannot deal with and that is what medicine in ny simple.way

of looking at it is all about. If it had hapyened in Gidbraltar
that there have been consultants who, because of the number of
years that they have been in practice before they came into

the medical system, have been available as General tractitioners,
that is something that in a properly orgenised medical service
is not seen with good eyes not only by the General rractitioners
because in that way it might be said that they lose the catchment
area for their own work, but by the Consultants thenselves. No
Consultant would like to be faced with a consultation of

children with earache or simple things that any ordinary but
necessarily good general practitioner would be able to diagnose.
What will happen then with the paediatrician when the child :
requires to be seen at home because he has a cold or because

he has a temperature or because he has a rash or because he has
something which a General rractitioner is emibently conpetent

to decide? Is it going to be that we are going to the paedi-
atrician running around all the houses of Gibraltar? It is
ridiculous. This is not what a paediatrician is for and the |
way in which the Mover has referred to the fact that he could

do general practice and so on shows his utter ignorance of

the problem. .

HON G T RESTANO:

I never said he should do general practice. I said community

service. .

HON CHIEF MINISTEIR:

No, you said private practice and private practice for a
consultant means seeing children referred to him by private
practitioners. In fact if he is a consultant, he would be
compelled under the terms of his appointmeunt, to .see all cases
referred to him whether they were by private practitioners or
whether they were by doctors in the Government service. <he
Minister has not been overruled, the only point, is that ia
anticipation of a posgidle favourable reply, we were making
the preparations ia order to shorten the period for recruit-
ment. As'the Minister has said, we have it on the establish-
ment, we did not have to come to this House for it so it was
easy to gprepare the papers for it and it would not have been.
the case of having tc come first here and not being zdle to
do anything because we had no authority. ' We have the authority

and that is why I said we were getting on with it. When was
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this consideration given? It was given at th¢ sanme time as
the llinister was speaxizg in the louse. Then lir Pestano says:
"Since this consideration is in direct contradiction to the
statezent made by the liinister," It is not in fact the
Liinister saw the letter, the Minister vetted it because it
had to be in accordance with his policy because it is his"
departnent and therefore there was no question of overruling
the liinister. Iir Restano alsu says: "You furthermore state
that should advice be received that a full-tire appointment
is desirable, it will be possible to take immediate action.”
.Well, I have explained that, Then he gces on to say: "I
presume that what you mean is that contact has already been
made with a paediatrician who has presumably accepted to

take up the post immediately,” The answer to that is no,

you are wrong in your presuaption. I will tell you very .
clearly why, becauce if *here is an appointment it has to be
advertised, it has to go to the Public Service Commissione.
Politicians are certainly not entitled to appoint people to
the public service. If people show interest, that is taken
note of by the professional head of the department. Lastly,
the Hon Mr Restano says in his letter: "Should such an
acceptance have already been intrusted," which it hzs not

and therefore the question does not arise, "What are the
conditions of such an appointment of such a post?" I copy
the answer given by my Hon Colleague that we do not reply

to hypothetical questions. The lon Mover, of course, through-
out the summer has spent his time writing letters and keeping
the pot boiling in that and other respects but the policy of
the Government is clear, we must act not on emotion, not on
what is popular at a particular time but what is medically
sound. Firally, I understand thnat the Hon lover invited
Menbers of the British lledical Association to go into-this
patter but he has not told us anything about it nor has he
said what advice he has received from the British Medical
Association. In votinfg against the motion we are not saying
that Gibraltar may not need a paediatrician which the Govern-
ment is fully prepared to employ, but we will only act on
medical advice and not on the advice of a letter-writer.

HON P J IGOLA:

The Hon Mr Brian Ferez wrote a letter to a newspaper and
referred to some complaint by a DPBG menber about %the
Generating Statior, as electioneering. Well, if what

I have heard today is not electioneering, Ilr Speaker, on
the part of the Government, I Jjust cannot imagine. 1 have
great admiration for the Minister for lMedical Services, he
is an extrenely shrewd politician as, of course, is the
Chlef lMirnister. All I can say to my Hon Frieand the llover
of the Motion is to corgratulate him on his success because
although the Motion will be defeated, I can assure the House
that we will have a paediatric service announced by the
Governzent with or without a favourable renort before the
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election in January. I can assure the pudblic so anybody who

has worries nced have no fear., lr Speaker, why de¢ I say this?
It it perfectly simple. The Hon Mr llontegriffo has said it

and the Hon Chief lMinister has said it. The former makes a
speech in which he tells the House what he answered in Ferruary
and he tells the llouse they are waiting for all these medical
reports and when they advice then they will act and if the
medical rejport advises against a paediatrician I took note of
his words, we shall see. The Hon and Learned the Chief Minister
says if the report is against, well, thet is a hypothetical
question. If we are waiting a year for a medical report, what

I would have expected the Government to say, if they are acting
on medical advice only and not on the social needs of the
community and what people are demanding, I would expect their
answer to be: "If the medical advice we' get is you do¢ not need
a paediatrician"we will not have a paediatrician. I am convinced
that we will have a paediatric: . service and I am_ convinced,
equally, that I think that my Hon Friend is to be congratulated
on the campaign that he has run in the newspapers and meeting
associations ceees ’

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

Aren't you electioneering now?

HON P J ISOLA: B

Yes, I am not afraid of saying it, because an election is to
get the people to elect you to do the things that you think
should be done and one of the things that we think should be
done is to have a full paediatric service in Gibraltar and

we think it is necessary in a comrunity that is small, in the
same way as we require a Ear, Nose and Throat Specialist and"
we require a lleart Specialist and a whole set of specislist
services and il I may say so, respectfully, to the liinister,

he has done a lot of work for the medical services in Gibraltar
and I would not wish to denigrate from it but I think where he
has failed is that he has not set up a full range of specialist
services and that the specialist services that we have are fast
dying away because unfortunately a number of our specialists

in the hospital are all extremely elderly people and ve.do not
see the substitutes, but that is another issue, lir Speaker.
Vhen the Hon Minister is surprised by the remsrks of the Hon
Mover that the paediatrician should be able to do private o
practice as if one of the deadly sins was being conmmitted,

I can only.remind the Minister that I do not think he has -

got a single specialist in Government service today that

does not do private practice.
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HON A P MONTZIGRIFFO:

Cnly two out of five.

HON P J ISOLA:

And if they have to do private practice in order to have a
paediatric service I would say, have it, if that is what we
need. Iir Opeaker, as far as the lon lcver is concerned, I
think the Government, by their answer, it is obvious to me
that .they agree. I think that tre Government accept and
acknowledge that there is a lot of concern in Gibraltar not
Jjust by ny Hon Frienl who has spear-headed the campaign. to
get something done, I hope we are all going in the same
qlrgct}op and we all want the same thing, a proper service,
if it is necessary and if it is required. WMy lion Friend has

. Spear-headed the cazpaign and thct has brought out people who

are interested in this scrvice, associations, unions, etc,
have come out with the need for a paediatric service and

it is a fact, is it not, that a great number of people in
Gibraltar feel obliged to go cutside Gibraltar for a certain
nunoer ' of specialist services and paediatri: service is one
of them. 1 congratulate the i.over because I think that even

- though the MNotion may be defeated I think we will have the

service and I think the Governrment just want theé official

stanp to push themn to it. I think they must have realised that
therg is genuine concern in Gibraltar about having & paediatric
service. I think they have also realised that responsible
associations are clazouring for it. “hey also realise that

_there is a certain amount of medical opinion in its favour

as well. The I'inister said lawyers never agree, but I would
respectfully add that doctors never agree either and this is
true and that therefore they must make a judgement not just
on nedical advice but on all advice available to them and onm -

* wrkat are the social needs of the population. Prima facie,

Mr Speaker, there is an obvious need to have a specialist
for the welfare of children when we have got such a great
number of children in Gidraltar and, thank God, the numbers
are growing and not reducing. On the face of it it would
appear that it is sensible to have a paedi:trician in
Gibraltar, equally, from the Government's own admission,
they have got provision in their establishmentdfor a
paediatrician, so why doen't they engage one? Pinally,
I'r Speaker, I would welcozme some sort of reuarks from
sonebedy in the Governzment benches whether there is not
already some paediatrician who'is iuterested in the job.

HON CHIEF MINIGT:ER:

" I'have-already said so. There have been people who have

shown interest but that is not a matter for us, it is a
matter for the Public Service Commission. )
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HON P J ISOLA:

I am very glad to hear that because then; possidbly, we will
have the whole thing moving before the end of the year,

HON G T RESTANO:

‘> Mr Speaker, it is obvious that the Government is going to

vote agazinst this motion for quite the wrong reasons. It

" . is of course merely because the suggestion has come frox this

side of the House and I think the Government is too petty to
realise or to agree that other people have ideas better than
their own. One of the things which the lMinister for iMedical

" Services said in his contribution was that in June 1 had asked

.

for arbitration. In fact, Mr Speaker, let us get our facts
right because I know that the Minister for liedical and Health
Services always likes to say half truths and not the whole Y
truth, so let us get the whole truth and when he makes any
allusions to what I say, I think he should really say it all
and not just part of it. What I asked him in June of this
year was to reconsider his decision and what he said was that
he would not reconsider his decision and I asked him that in
the light of there being two different opinions from two -
eminent paediatricians would he then not ccnsider taking

the opinion, and I pever said arbitration, taking the opinion

‘of a third party. That is no arbitration,; that is taking an

opinion and I am sure the Minister for Labour should know that.
The Minister for ledical Services mentioned the different types
of paediatricians that there are. +*his is precisely why we
need general servicepaediatrician, not.a specialised paediatri-
cian. That service is being provided very efficiently by the
King's College Research Unit. We do not have for example, in
Gibraltar surgeons who specialise in the liver or the heart,

we have a general service surgeon and that is the sort of
paediatrician that we need and the whole point of wanting

a full-time paediatric service rather than these visits four
times a year is that you do get, as the Minister has quite
rightly said, one paediatrician who cones out specialised

let us say, in lung conditions and then four months later

you get one who is specialiged in stomach problems, so that

the child who is seen by thte first one in January is not scen
again by that same specialist until a year later becauce he
does not come until a year later and therefore what we neced

'is the continuing process of lookinj; after the children and

seeing whether the treatment that has becen prescribed is
taking effect or not. I am surprised that the Minister ~
should say that if we were to have a full-time paediatrician
he would grow stale. I hope that by implication he is not
saying that all our docters are stale because they are in
Gibraltar. The Chief Minister said that the difference
between the case in hand now and that at the time of the
Ophthalmologist was that we were going to start from scratch
and we will not have the delay. If I remember correctly there
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was a certain delay between the time of it being announced
that the previous cccupant was goinyy to vacate the nost and
the time vhen the post was aldvertised hut then the real delay
cace afterwards, the rcal delay came arter the advert had been
placed and-it took about a year, if not more, to recruit
somebo“y- When the Lhief Illinister gives the impression that
the consideration that has been taken by the Government now
is to.put in motion the advertising of the post and to
advertise should there be a favourable report now from
Professor Stroud, that does not mean to say that we are

going to have a paediatrician straightaway. We could well

be faced with-the same problems that we were faced with the
Ophthalmologist. The Chief liinister also said that we had
not lost a year but we had won a year. That really is a
silly statement. We certainly have lost a year because for

a whole year Gibraltar has not had a paediatrician. He made
reference about private practice and private practice, as my
Hon Friend on my right has said, is in fact carried out by
quite a number of consultants who are in Gibraltar already
and it may well be that by giving the opportunity vo somebody
‘who will take up this post to do a little bit of private
practice, it will be an additional incentive for him to come
out here and to get a more highly qualified paediatrician.

I am sorry that the Government has not really given any
explanation as to why tliere should be provision in the
establisiment for a paediatrician and yet it has not thought
fit to employ one. I have not yet received one single explan-
ation to that effect and it shows that if it is on the
establishment, it is not by this Government today but
certainly by Governments in the past it must Lave been
considered ‘that a paediatrician was essential and was a

necessity, otherwise it would not- have been on the establish-.

ment. I Jjust do not know how it is that the Government can
possibly say that-they.are not prepared to *take steps to
enploy a full-time paediatrician.

HOI A P MONTEGRIFFO:

If the Hon Menmber will give way. We have a paediatrician

in the establishment because at the time we had a paediatri-
cian cunm physician and the advice I have been getting all
the time is the adice he gnt from the British Medical
Association in Gibraltar.who advised them that we did not
need a full-time paediatrician. I do not say that I agree
with that. I will agree with whatever Professor Stroud says
but the f'am: is that he ot the advice when he was trying to
get 2 third opinion and he got it from the local British
Nedical,Association and I knaow what they told him,

HON G T RESTANO:

It seems a great pity, lMr Speakér, that ‘n fézf the Minister
for Medical Services does not seem to have any opinion at all,
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no policy. I think that it will be very wrong for the
Government to vote against this motion tecause it is a
service which is required and people want it ard I think
the Government on an issue of this sort, should certainly
take immediate steps to have the service implemented.

Mr Speaker then put the question and oﬁ a decision being
taken the following Hon llembers voted in favour:

The Hon P J Isola
The Hon Major R J Peligza
The Hon G T Restano

The following Hon Members voted against:

The Hon I Abecasis

The lion A J Canepa

The lon Major ¥ J Dellipiani
The Hon 1M K Featherstone
The Hon Sir Joshua Hassan
The Hon A P Montegriffo
The Hon J B Perez

The Hon A W Serfaty

The Hon Dr R G Valarino -
The Hon H J Zammitt -
The Hon D Hull

The Hon R J Wallace

“«

The following Hon lMember was abseat from the Chanmber:
The Hon J Bossano

The motion was accordingly defeateds ®

The House recessed at 5.30 pm

The House- resumed at 6.00 pa

HON P J ISOLA:

I have the honour to move the motion standing in my name

which reads: "This House urges the Governzent to take,

withou* any further delay, the following actlon in relation
to the Varyl Begg Estate:- ,

a. 'To issue proceedings against any firms or conpanies
o that the Government considers could be responsible
for the situation in the Estate so that the matter
can be determined judicially as soon as pOSSib1e~

be. To implement remedial measures and effect all the
necessary repairs required in the Estate imrnediately.”
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Sir, I would like the House to look at this lMotion as the
last of a series of notlons that have tecen moved on this side
of the House in relation to the Varyl Begg Jstate and to ‘the
situation there which borders on nothing snort of scandalous
at this stage. !Mr Speaker, it is now I think some five years
at least when the problenms of the Varyl 3egg ustate came to
the notice of the Government and during that time we have
asked for a number of things to be done and one of them was
that we asked for a public inquiry, I think that is one and

a half year's ago when we felt that encugh time had gone by

- for somebody to determine who was to blame for what was
‘happening and what measures shouid be taken. That motion

for an enquiry because there were different points of view

as to liability or as to who was to blame or as to what had

to be done, or as to who should have done the builuing in the
first place, or whether it was properly designed and there
were a whole serieg of issues. ard we asked that there should
be an inquiry to settle the matvter once and for all. That
motion was defeated. In recent times, as the situation got
worse and worse because the longer it takes to effect any
repairs the more expensive th2 repairs will be and, of course,
the greater the amount of res 1dual water that will be down at
the bottom of the building which I understand creates dampness
and which will take ;ears and rrears to disappear or to remove.
So thrhe longer the delay the worse it will be for the permanent
solution, apart from the cost involved.

Mr Speaker, we have heard in the past, arguments between the
contractors and the consultants and the Gibraltar Government
as to who was responsible. We think that 'enough is enough,
we think that the Governzent, through its expertise in its
Public Works Department and its whole range of technical
oiAlye“s, should and does know what is required to be done.
We think that if the consultants and the contractors and the
Goveranment are not in agreement as to whose fault the whole
situation is and as to what remedial measures should be taken,
we believe and we think that the Government should say:
"Enough is enouah. We know wnhat has to be done, we will
execute the repairs", and at the same time, .so that time
is uof wasted becaaoe legal proceedings always take a long
time, issue legal proceedlngs against the wa‘ty that they
consider could be responsible and let the courts decide who
pays the bill, . If it is the Government who is responsible,
the Government will have to pay the bill. Ilir Speaker, these
people irn Varyl Zepg ITstate have been living under these
conditions for a great number of years. It is inhuman to
expect then to go on living in thes2 conditions for an
undetermined period of time whilst questions of liability
are resolved. by negotiation. You can give negotiation a
certain azmount of time, five years is too long. Some would
think that a year is too long and thav is why I am moving
this in direct terms. I think the Govermment should now
say: "We will do these repairs, we know what is wrong, we
know what is to be done and we have confidence that we are
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not to blame and we have confidence thnt the Courts will make
one or the other pay so we are {joing to do it. The negotiations
stage has now gone by, we have talked encvugh with you, we have

- spent enough money engaging independent consultants to convince

you that you are responsible, we are now going to do it and the
lot is going to fall on you or on you."

Mr Speaker, in another capacity I am a lawyer, I can see nothing
wrong with that. It is a sort of situation that arises time and
time again in this sort of situntion and although you try and
discuss and settle and talk there comes a time when enough is
enough and when you have got the lives of people at stage as
you have in Varyl Begg with these odd fires that come from
water coming down electrical ducts and so forth, when you

have got property at stake, when you have got people nmot
having the same quality of life as others in Gibraltar have
because of all these dangers and 21l the elements, -then I
think it is time for Government to move. Government has been
too slow. We are not censuring the Government for this now,
we are asking the Government to approve the motion and to show
determination to get things put right and to start doing it.

I cannot see if in the absence of the other side or the other
parties Jjust not coming tc an agreement, I cannot see how
Government can get recompense except through the Courts and
that-is why we say after four or five or six years, whatever
the period may be concerned, the Government should say:

"Enough 1is enough we will implement the remedial measures’

and we are going to sue you", and do it and let the courts
decide and let us abide by the decision of the Courts. It
seems to me, llr Speaker, that this is the only way we can get
things done. The statement by the Chief Minister in question
time that there was a meeting going on in London again between
the consultants and the contractors, how much 1cnrcr is this
going to go on for? What sort of conditions are the contractors
going to put, or the consultants going to put and are they
going to agree in every detail or are they going to agree in.
some and not in others and is this going to go on and on. I
say that the Government has been more than reasonable with
these parties and the Government should move in and do it
themselves and put an end to the misery of people who are
entitled to live in decent conditions in Gibraltar.

Mr Speaker, I hope I am not controversial in what.I have said,
I am sure I have nct been, and I would like this motion
approved and let the people know that the Government means
business and is going to get on with it.

I commend the motion to the House.

Mr Speaker proposed the questzon in the terms of the Hon P J
Isola's motion.
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HON J B PZREZ:

lMr Opeaker, the Varyl 3egg problem is no newcozer to this
Houce, since the matter has been debated on many cccasions
during the last few years. rurthermore, I think it has been
made absolutely clesr throughout all these debates that this
Governzent is in no way at fault-in respect of the present
roblem of Varyl 3egg Zstate. I would therefore very strongly
urge members of this House not to attempt to make any political
capital cut of this unfortunate situation since I feel that by
doing so it can only be detrimental to the people who are
living in such conditions in Varyl Begg zstate.

Mr Speaker, apart from the Spanish restrictions, I feel that
it is the biggest headache that this present Government has
inherited and as in the case of the restrictions the present
Government is in no way.te blame for the present conditions of
.some flats at Vaeryl 3egg ZIstate. This administration has had
the Varyl Begg “state problem at the top of its priority list
for many years since, obviously, it does not wish to see people
living in such conditions. I think it is completely omn the
contrary, and that this Governnent's record speaks for itself
in particular with regard to the vast improvement in living
stendards and conditions whicli they.have achieved for the
paople of Gibdraltar throushout the years. The Varyl EBegg
Estate situation is indeed a very conplex one and the Govern-
ment must look not only to its Attorney-General for legal advice
on the matter but must also look for a solution which will not
burden the Gibraltartaxpayer, or the ODA for expenditure. The
Hon Mover of the Motion asks the Government to issue proceed-
ings against firms or companies that the Government considers
could be responsible for the situation and also calls for
Goveramant to carry out inxediate repairs in the IZstate. I
think, lir Spsaker, that this really calls for a close scrutiny
ard investisation into the whole history of the Varyl Begg :
Zstate to see where the fault lies. I have attempted to go
into this matter and I have carried out some research and I
have found that the deci:lon to launch the Varyl Begg Istate
project wac taken some time in April, 1972, by the then IWBP
adninistration and it was talken only one month before the
czllin,; of a General slection which was in liay, 1972. At
that time, the then Minister for Public Vorks, -lir Caruana,
anncunced publicly that he had just returncd f{rén the United
¥ingdom where in the offices of the consultan%s, namely Sir
liugh Vilson, he had persorally handed over to+the contractors,
Taylor Voocdrow, a letter of intent for the construction of the
Varyl 3egg project. The then llinister announced at the time
that the project was in the region of £4.65m and 652 flats
would b2 built which would in turn house 2,600 people. The
Minister further stated that whilst in Englard he was shown
around a development which Taylor Woodrow were carrying out
at 5t Catherine's Docks which was under construction and the
sane rmethod of comstruction which was being used there would
be utilised in Gibraltar for the Varyl Begg project. The
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Minister .at the time descrihed this mothod of construction D
as revolutionary. I think oenmbers of the liouse will recall

Iir Cariana making sinmilar remarks aktcut the VIZ cistiller.

He also stated at the time publicly that this building

method was considered to be highly rationalised so that

the whole of the Varyl Begp project would be expected to

be completed within 35 months and the first blocks recady =

for occupation by September, 1973. The Minister, IMr Caruana,

W2l

" at the time also stated that this project would break the C '@

back of the housing prodlem in Gibraltar. Iir Speaker,
metaphorically speaking, the only backs broken have been
those of the present administration who were the inheritors
of this fiasco and, of course, of the tenants who deserve
every sympathy and whose interest are forecmost in the =inds
of this Government. The developzents that subsequently took
place and the faults that arose subsequently were dealt with
at great length by my Hon Colleague, the Minister for Public
VWorks, in the last meeting of this louse on 25 June of this S
year so I do not intend to go over them sgein since it will
clearly be fresh in the minds of members of the iouse. Alco
the policy that the Government had on the matter was cle 1y
enunciated by the Hon and learned the Chief Minister in the
same meeting of the louse. '

Mr Speaker, this Government is today faced with a vcr&

complex situation. It has clear-cut policies on the ’ 9

matter and has a situation at the top of its priority list.
However, we must not fall into a trap in taking steps which
will subsequently be regretted and which can only result in
a severe financial burden to taxpayers in Gibraltar or on the
ODA for which neither the taxpayers of Gibraltar nor the ODA
are responsible in that respect and that, I think, has been
the main approach taken in this matter by the Government and
it is one which has my full support.

HON ATTORNEY-GEWERAL:

Mr Speaker, the first paragraph of this motion enjoins the
Government to issue legal proceedings in respgect of the
situation at clie Varyl Begg Estate. It is-for the Government
to decide at what stage to issue those proceudings to seck a
legal remedy in respect of the defects and in deoing so, of
course, it does look to me to offer advice on the legal

@

.issues. <The Hon Members opposite are entitled to cozment

on the way on which this issue was addressed but I must,
however, myself give ny advice according to oy own judgement
and I have got no doubt that the Government will do the sane
thing. IMr - 'Speaker, as the natter stands, the Governzment has
an EZstate with defective roofs. The rmotion urges that legal
proceedings be taken against the persons who could be respons-
ible. Our first concern had to be to estadblish what was wrong,
what the causes were and who was responsible. For that purpose
the Government obtained a report. Such a report was, in my

(]

view, a necessary step to take, The final report on the roofs
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was received in May and it was considered and discussed with
the authors and I thinx thnat is the point froa which we must
take it. If I can reiterate, wec had to have that report,

that report was a necessary basis for future action and that

I think, if we are to adopt a constructive approach and I
nyself would welcoze a constructive approach towards this
serious problem, that is the point from which we now proceed.
In the ight of that report the next question was how to
proceed, ~here were two avenues open. The Government,.of
ccurse, has been advised by me on. the question of liability,
it had a view on the question of iiability, I would like to

be able to be-more specific now but I am sure that Hon Members
opposite and in particular the Leader of the Opposition will
understand that I cannot go into detail as to what I consider
the case for that liability to be, but we do have a clear view

“on it. As I say %thore were twc avenues open, one is to

institute proceedings now, that is an alternative which the
Governnent has addressed 1ts mind to from time to time and
which it must continue to keep in mind, there is no doubt

“about that. The other is to see whether it is possible to
‘resolve the ratter without having to go to such recourse at

this stage and the fact of the matter is that it. is the

second alternative wrich for the tinme being the Government
has decided to pursue. At present there is a reasonable basis
for supplying that this may be a fruitful avenue to pursue

and it is hoped that we will be in a position shortly to
report material progress on this, - :

Mr GSpeaker, the Government's objective is to procure the
remedying of the defects and to sustain its legal rights.
The motion proposes separate action on each head and I have
to aclknowledge that it may yet have to come to that and the
point may arise very soon now where it must come to thate.
If, in my Jjudgement I thipk that point has been reached I
will s5 advise but it follows from what I have said earlier
that at this point I am unabdble to arrive at that course of
action and advise the Government accordingly. I think it
is still, and I know the Leader of the Opposition is not
going to agree with me cn this, but I think it is still a
little premature to reach that point. For this reason I
cannot support the motion as it is worded, the difficulty

I have with it is that it s®eks to advise the Government

to reach that decicion now when I think even at this stage
that it is more appropriate to leave it a 1lttle longer.

HON MAJCR R J PLLIZA:

Ir Speaker, I think the intention of the Hon !Mr Perez is to
lay a very thick smokescreen about tlie real problem of the
Varyl Begg Sstate. I think I should try and blow that snodke
awvay so that we can see the situation clearly as it is today
nd as it was when we obtained from ODA, you might almost say

an open~ended conmitment to as many houses as possible within
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reasonable expenditure of course in the area that they have
been built. It wns a tremendously difficult task first of

all to find a level place where you could comstruct spcedily
obviously those who are without hoses cannot walt indefinitel~r
to have a house and went it as snon as poscible and thot wac
the, kind of priority %that we attached to our Developnout
Programnme, and also the.figure of 600+ flats was guitz an
achievencnt whatever the young llember of this House nigut
think. If he looks at the record of the Goveranment in which
he is serving he will find that the numder of houses built
during the time that he has crossed the floor and Jjoined them
and even before he crossed the floor, arc not all that many.
If he compares with tne 6C0 that was achieved within three
months of our being in office, I think he will accept that

at least the number of flats obtained from ODA was quite a
reasonable number of flats for Gibreltar and we thought that
with a few more years in Government, and this is why we said
we had broken the back of the housing problem, becausec we
think that if we had been in Government another 6CC houses
might have been built by now. Of course nething has o2en
dcney, I do not think this Goverament has got the shculders

to carry any real effective burden of yreoductivity. They

seem to be happy with seeing problens surrocunding them and
blaming other people for it. Excuces, excuses and this is
Jjust another excuse thot has been produced by the Hon lir Pereg
for the inactivity &f the Government. The fact remains that
when we obtained from ODA the undertaking of building these
houses we were also given the name of the comsultants. If it
is not our money and if ODA suggest the consultants, who are
we to tell ODA these are not the consultonts we would like,

we would like somebody else., Then we would have becen right-
fully blamed had we decided to go with somebody else. If we
had looked for another consultant we should have been open now
to criticism for having acted without any knowledge. There-
fore, we quite rirhtly accepted the consultants. +“hen the
consultations were over and they produced what they thought
should bve built in Gibraltar we agreed with what they suggested,
technically we could not know any better and we went ahead in
the normal way of putting out a tender. The tender was granted
to Taylor Voodrow, not by the lMinisters, because guite rightly
we should not interfere in that. The tender is given by the
tender board or whatever authority decides on that but
certainly not the Ilinisters involved. Taking the proper
procedure, as we should, the tender was given to Taylor
Woodrow. Unfortunately for Gibraltar, which is paying the
price now, when we went to an election before our time, we
were defeated, but by that time I doubt whether there was

one brick on top of another laid on that site. It was very
sood after they started laying the foundations that there

was a change of Government and therefore what hapypened after
that cannot be our responsibility. It was not our responsi-
bility and I think that it was then up to the new acdministration
to see how the construction was going on and as soon as the

.first block was ready, to have nade a very thorough inspection
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of that block before it was handed over and, subsequently, to
have paid attention to the ccmplaints that were coming from |
that block because .the co:pla‘nts were coning in ia2irly quickly
after that. No notice was taken and more blocks were built in
exactly the same as the original one. More complaints came in
and all this you can see by the questions and answers that we
have had in this House over the years and so, today, we find-
ourselves with a problem that need not be there if the Govern-
ment at the time had taken appropriate actioa.

MR SPEAKER:

We are not discussing that, we are discussing the steps to be
taken as a result of what has happened. . ‘ ‘

HON INMAJCR R J PELIZA:

The important issue is not just what technical remedial action
should have been taken then but what action should have been
taken by the Govermment when at a very late stage because they
were not on the ball, at a very late stage, when it came to
their notice, they did not even wvake appropriate zciion even
then. As I have said in this !ouse before the attitude and.
the policy of the Government should have been based on the
following logice. If the houses had to be put right, as I
think it is logical that they had to be put right, then the
Governnent would have found out immediately what was wrong
with these houses and started putting it right. As to who

was to blame that can come later because as we can see the
legal procedure is very long and if the situation is allowed
to go on as”it is today it will probably cake another couple
of years before a-final decision is arrived at. In the mean-
time, three things are happening, the people of Gibraltar who
are living in awful accomnodation have not got the proper
acconmodation which was the intention in the first place in
building the houses. Secordly, the houzes themselves are
deteriorating and, thirdly, the cost of putting it right is
going to be much more than if they had been put right at the
tire that they should have been put right. If it was not -
prevented by altering the construction of the houses in time,

then it had to be done at the time that the Government realised .

that something had to be done. Whatever legal argunents may
be used, I still believe tha* *his stouvld have been the way
to tackxle the situation had it been my adninistration and I
then would have allowed for the legal process to take its
course but no one could have ceme at the eand of the day and
said: "Zven you are-not sure who was to blame and if you had
taken the steps that a reasonable person wodd have taken, action
would have been taken in time, the repairs had beer zarried
out in time they would not have cost as much as they are
301“3 to cost today even if I am to blame -because if you
didn't let me know that I was to blame early in the cday that
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is not my problem, that is yours, you should have found out.
When I handed over they were alright according to you, why
should you come at this late hovr ~nd ask =~ to put it right
and pay the inrlation price as upll?" A11 these argunents,

I am sure, are going toc come out. At the same time, becaurse

no action was taken in time, we have been losing the rent of
all those houses. For all these reasons, lir Speak~r, I think
that even if it is late in the day you might say that the sane
arguments that applied two or threce years ago, apply today. As
my Hon Friend said we are not in any way trying to create any
controversy in this particular motion todey, what we are trying
to do as a responsible Opposition is to move the Governcent to
taking some action to get the repairs under way, to make those
flats available for the people of Gibraltar as soon as possible
and to reduce the cost of putting them right by every possible
means. <That, I think, is the intention of the nmotion that we
have brought to this House. It is a responsidble approach and

I hope the Governm:2nt will take it in that way. -

HON CHIEF MIUIuTLR.
Mr Speaker, I think the two legs of the rmotion are very

closely connected because it envisages the issuing of legal
procgedings at the same time as doing all the major work so

. it is impossible, I am glad the Hon Mover agrees with this,

it is impossible to accept the second even if ohe could, as
it stands, and refuse the first which is necessary on the
advice as explained by the Attorney-General. It is ve
difficult to split them and take a separate view of the
second if you are against the first, ¥or that reason and
because there are, elerments in the sccond leg ©of the motion,
part of which is already happening and we are prepared to
continue to do it, and because the.two are together, I am
proposing an amendment to the motion as follows:-

i. by the deletion of the whole of sub-paragraph (a);

ii. by the delction in sub-paragraph (b) of the following

words: "implerment renmedial measures and"™ from the
first line thereof and by the deletion of the words
"the necessary"” in the second line thereof and the
substitution by the word "urgent™
The motion would then read: "That this Iouse urges the
Government to take without ary further delay the following
action in relation to the Varyl Bcgu Zstate: to effect all
urgent repairs required in the Estate inomediately.”
That we are already doing, in fact, we have been doing that
all the time but more recently, shortly after the very heavy
rains that came ‘enrly this year, as a result of that, all the
electrical installations of all the top floor flats in the
Varyl Begg Estate have been, not restored, but we have had
emergency installations installed in lieu of the other ones
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through which the rain looks for its way out in the
electricity conduits and therefore all the flats that are
being affected by electricity severely have nad that supply
cut off and a supply with external water-proof cables apart
from the fact that all the ring meins are still working but
we have supplied that and we are also going to restore some
of the cardboard partitions that have been rendered useless
by the water because water harpens, if it takes a little
longer, we hope it will not, this people are entitled to
bavg the houses reasonably restored be.cre the final work

is done in order to cover the roofs. As to how the matter
1s going to develop it is difficult to say, perhaps we will
be able to say that in a couple of weeks' time. As the
Attorney~General has said the matter is well in hérd now and
the Minister for Public Works said earlier in these proceed~
ings that there were talks going on as a result of that
report the last pur. of waich as was pointed out by the
A?torney—General was in lfay and that should be no reason
wny everything should not be done for those who are having

"to suffer the inconvenience ¢f these leaks to have the part

of the_p?emises Fhat have been damaged restored and the .
electricity repaired as is being done now. For that reasom,
Mr Speaker, I nove the amendment,

Mr .Speaker proposed the question in the terms of the Hon
the Chief Minister's amendment. : .

HOIl P J ISOLA:

This is sweeping the main issues under the carpet. I think
it is an insult to the people in Varyl Begg to come and move
an azendnent to the House saying you are going to execute
urgent repairs. I should jolly well hope so, Mr Speaker.

I would hope that urgent repairs were being effected as
urgency occurred in the last seven years. If all I can
acbleve by bringing this motion is that the Government is
going to do what is urgent, I really would not think myself
very successful. I think it would have been better for the
Goverzzent to have voted against this moticn. We have no
choice, the amendment will We carried, lMr. Speaker, but I
think 1t‘15 sw2ening under the carpet the real issues that
face us in relation to Varyl Begg EZstate, that face the
taxpayers. in Gidbraltar, that face the ODA, that face the
Contractors and the Consultants., W are trying to shelve
it once more. Once more delay, once more prefabrication.

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

The amendment is sc eloquent in itself for any discerning
individual that what they are saying is: "We are going to

carry con doing what we have been doing up to now and no more."
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I do not know how much they have been doing up to now but it
seems hy the complaints coming from that Zstate that they have
not been doing very much unless it is self-critical of then-

" gelves of the urgent work that they should have been doing up

to now and they have not been doing it but perhaps, if we have
achieved that, somethiug is better than nothinge. fhc object
of the motion, as the Chief Minister perfectly well knows, is
nuch more than that and this is why he. has introduced that
amendment because he is prepared to carry oan waiting and I
think the Opposition would not like him -to carry o waiting

no more than the people in Varyl Begg. I think the people
there would like to see some action and I am afraid thatv the
Chief Minister has indicated very clearly by that amendment
that he does not intend to do anything about it.

HON J B PEREZ:

I am rather surprised at the attitude which has been taken by
members of the other side in particular after listening to the
intervention by the Hon and Learned the Attorney-Genereal. .

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL:

If I can speak to the amendment. I cannot agree that it
follows that because the amendment has been proposed, that

the original motion has been swept avay under the carpet

if what we have said before is taken by the members of the
Opposition. We are not by this amendment indicating that

we prppose to do nothing, rather we are indicating that it

is not an appropriate time to proceed with the motion in the
terms in which it was drafted and presented by the Hon the
Leader of the Opposition. That is the effect of the amendnment,
it is in no way at 211 intended to sweep this matter under the
carpet and to let it lie.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

I wish to reply to the amendrent very shortly. I azm glad for
the intervention of the Attorney-General because that is
exactly what I was going to say. +‘here is no intention of
sweeping the issue under the carpet. 1 thipk it zust be
unique in parliazentary history that an Oppositicn expects

a Government to enter into litigation on a subject matter

at the behest of the Oppositicn, without the Opposition
knowing the situation and attempting to say: "Whoever may
be to blame you carry on inrrespective of the cost", when,

in fact, the legal aiviser to the Government is saying we have
a pretty good chance, and in fairness to the Attorney-General
I would like to say that since he has taken office ke has
glven a consideradble amount of atvtention to this matter
which is of the utmost importance. He knows the prioritys
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he has been to Londen, he has seen the people concerned and
he is really cozpletely keyed up to the situation anc, as he
says, he has got a view but ae has gct to wait just a little
longer to see whether it is possible to avoid litigation and,
in fact, it would be also very dangerous before that is
decided, to embark in litigation and embark in expenditure

if there is a chance of the matter being settled out of court
as in fact it is likely that it will be.

Mr Speaker then put the question and a vote being taken the
following Hon Members voted in favour:

The Hon I Abecasis

The Hon A J Canepa

The Hon Major I J Dellipiani
The Hon M K Featherstone
The Hon Sir Joshua Hassan
The Hon A P Montegriffo

The Hon J B Perez

The Hon A W Serfaty

The Hon D Hull

The Hon R J Wallace

The following Hon Members abstained:

The Hon P J Isola
The Hon Major R J Peliza
The Hop G T Restano

The following Hon lMembers were absent from the Cbambe::

The Hon J Bossano
The Hon Dr R G Valarino
The Hon H 'J Zammitt

The amendment was accordingly carried.

MR SPZAK=R:

I would remind the House that the motion, as amended,
reads as followss

"Phis House urges the Government to take without any

further delay, the following action-in relation to
~the Varyl Begg Estate:-
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To effect all urgent repairs required in the
Estate immediately."

Any Hon Member who has not exerc1sed his right to speak to
the original motion is now entitled to do so.

HON M K FIATHERSTONE:

There is very much to be said further in this debate. I
think that the Hon Major Pellza, as usual, put forward his
red herrings. He said: We got this scheme going but
almost immediately for some reason or other we went out

of office and therefore it is no concern of .ours what
happened ever after that, it is the concern of the new
Government." Of course, that is not exactly correct
because they saddled us with a VIE distiller, it was already
ordered by that Government, we had to accept it as it was,
we could not cancel the order. The whole situaticn with
Varyl Begg Estate was that whether we liked it or not we

were saddled with Sir Hugh VWilson and we were also saddled with

certain advice that I believe emznated frozm the "IWBP
Government which even Sir FLgn Wilson had not put in his
original specifications and- that was certain drying walls .
which apparently have given a considerable amount of trouble

‘and I think this was done expressly at the wish of the IWBP

Government. One thing the Hon Major Feliza said was: "They
should have gone on with the Jjob, they shoéuld have f{ound out
what was wrong." This is precisely what we did do, we did
find out what was wrong by engaging a firm of ccnsultants.

We could not find out what was wrong o» *he normal process
of applying to the builder oxr the cor. = hecause-they
were at loggerheads, one was saying th- LInE W2s wrong

with the design, the other was saying that it

was the design, one was saying that it was the workmanship
that wee bad, the other was saying: "Alright, we accept that
some of the workmarship is bad but even if we put it right

it would still leak because the design- is bad,” and so we had
to go to a third party to - 2d out what was wrong and of
course this unfortunately takes a certain amount of time.

Now we do know what is wrong and we do know what is necessary
to remedy the situation but if we were to follow the second
suggestion or the second part of the motion, it would be very
inter:sting to know how we were going to implement these
remedial measures. The Public ‘orks Department has neither
got the capacity nor the staff to do this themselves and so

I would assume it wouldhave to go out to tender. It might

be very interesting if Taylor VWoodrow were the lowest.
tenderer in the whole thing. If it were not Taylor Woodrow
but another party, we would now have three parties in the
mess and the situation in litigation would be even more
complicated still. The final thirg I would say is that

to some extent the whele motion is a iittle unnecessary
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because we are already effecting urgent repairs as rapidly
and as quickly as we are informed of them.

HON P J ISOLA:

Mr Opeaker; I agree with the last sentence of the Minister for.
Public Works. There is no need for the amended motion. He
says that they are already doing urgent repairs and my short
answer was: "I should Jjolly well hope so." I agree with him
that it was his side who proposed this amendment, this
unconstructive amendment.

Mr Speaker, I am amazed that the Hon Mr Pere,, the Minister
for Public Works, and others, should go back and still flog
that dead horse of the original desigrn of the Varyl Begg

Estate. The shori answer to tta’ is, if there was so much

.to blame and if the Hon Mr Joe Caruana should hsve been much

cleverer about this and if that is a fact and that is a charge
that can be laid home, why didn't the Government accept the
motion moved by my Hon Predecessor in October, 1978, that there
should be a full and pudblic incuiry as to everything to do with
the Varyl 3egg Tstate including the decision to appoint, by
the ODA, Hugh VWilson ard Partuer-s, including the decision to .
give the contract to Taylor Woodrow and the letter of intent
signed by the Ninister, including what the Government did or
did not do as soon as these faults appeared in the very first
block or the second block. We repeat that offer and I would
welcone. an anmendment to the Motion now, at this late stage, -
asking for a full inquiry and let us put the whole thing down
to rest. Let us have an impartial judge deciding where fault
lies. Let us have it, by all means, but I am not going to
accept the lMinister saying that lir Caruana made a tremendous
mistake in appointing Sir Hugh Wilson and Partners, as if

Fr Caruana or anybody else in this Government knows anything
about consultants or who should be or should not be appointed.
Anyway, lir Speaker, it has taken the Government seven years to
find out what was wrong with the Varyl Begg Estate, so if it
has taken them years, with a whole set of new consultants, with
all the expertise of the Public Works Dejartment and all the
Ilinisters on that side, what did they think Fr Caruana was -
God? Iir Speaker, all that is irrelevant to the .issues that

we are facing today. I am beconing very worrigd and I will

say why. In llay, 1979, we find out finally what is wrong,

I will not asx why the7y have taken so long over it, we used

to hear here that it was Just the flat rcofs. We have this
problem and this is why I suspect tnat there is reluctance

to issue legal proceedings, that a court may well decide if
Government decides to do the rermedial measures themselves,

a court may well decide that you are entitled to recover the
cost of putting things right at the time that you should have
discovered they were wrong and at a reasonable time thereafter
when you could have with due expedition put it right and that
you cannot come round in 1980 and say: "We knew in 1974 that
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the roofs were faulty, we knew what had to be dome but we
decided not to mitigate our darsge, we decided to go on
arguing and talking in the hope of peace.™ The Sovermzent

~miiht find itself in that situation and I suspect there nay
i

be a fear about that and if that is the situntion then it is
more serious than I thcught. Iir Speaker, what is this
reluctance to institute legal proceedings? I heard the

_Hon Ilr Pere, saying: "We do not want to spend the taxpayers'

money." Of course we do not want to spend the taxpayg;s‘
money, no one has suggested that we should do that. <he
taxpayers' money is only going out on loan while liability

is sorted out by a court since after seven years the parties
themselves have nct decided who is liable. Of course, we go
not want the taxpayers to pay, no one is surfgesting that, but
what we are suggesting is that if we say: "You, contractor,
are to biame", and the contractor says: "I'm not to hlanme,

it is the consultant”, and you o to the consultant and say:
"You are to blame because the contractors says you are to .
blame", and the consultant says: "I am not to blame it is the
contractor", what do we do? Do we go on doing this? FEven with
the independent report of consultants you are in exactly the
same position if that happens and what I am saying is and what
this motion seeks fo do is to say: "EInough is cnoygh,
Gentlemen, you have had seven years to decide who 1is
responsible. Ve know who is responsible and we are now

.going to sue you and, whnt is more important, we are going

to inmplement measures to put the place right at our expense.
We are going to ask the Court to get the momey out of you or
you or whoever is responsible." That is what we ask in the
motion and the reason why I say that, lr Upeaker, is that this
is not the same sort of case as, for example, when two ships
collide and. one ship goes down to the bottom of the ocean and
you start discussing who is to blame between the two parties
and one says: "I am not to blame" and the other says: "I an
not to blame", and you go on discussing and then after three
years, you say enough is encugh and you sue. Therg is np
hurry then, all that you are losing is nmoney, all tha? you
are losing is time but here there is a different consideration.
There are people living in that placx. You cannot afford to
Just wait until people decide that they wiil do the work and
on what conditions.

HON ATTORNEY-GuNERAL:

If the Hon Leader of the Opposition will give way. My inter-
vention is a little late but he did refer to a reluctapce to |
take action and I would like to correct that impression because
theré is not a reluctance to take action and I -would like to
nake the point because it is important, I think, not only for
the Government but for Gibraltar, that we do not give this ‘
impression. It is no% & reluctance to take legal action,

there is a belief that we may be able to do something without
reaching that stage. ’ B
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HCI P J IGOLA:

¥r Speaker, I am very glad to get a formal assuraice that
there is no reluctance to take legal action and, accordingly,
I hope that the decision will be made to take legal action
without further delay. VWhat I was trying to say before,

r Speaker, that this is not a case where people can afford
to wait while you talk, while you discuss, while you go to
court to decide. There are people affected living in the
Estate. This is the whole difference here, ti.e Government
has a rebpon310111ty there or if it is tre Gibraltar -Govern-
ment or irf. it ‘is the Mirnistry of Overseas Developnment. They’
have a responsibility, too, tecause they have given that money
to help the spcial needs of the people of Gibraltar and trere
are people living in discomfort and in danger ard have been
living there for years and that is the difference and that

is why this motion urges tlie Goverament to take' the measures
tremselves. You have got your independent consultants, they
have tocld you what is wrong, you have got your own people
‘who have told you what is wrong, you do not have to keep the
holes open for a judge to go and have a look at them. You
block the holes at whatever it costs ycu to block them and
then you make the contractor, or the consultant, or whoever
the court holds to be responsible, tuv pay. That is why I
started ny motion, Mr Speaker, with the words:"Enough is
enough". Ve believe that we have got to that stage, we have
been arguing and we have been pressing the Government year in,
year out and we have been doing it because we think it is a
shame that this zatter chrould continue to be unresolved after
so many years, that the question of leaking roofs should
continue to be uanresolved if the Government has known for

a nurber of years how to stop the'roofs leaking, merely
because they are trying and hoping to get the contractor

and the consultant and the Government to ccme to an amicable
settlement and whilst they are hoping for that, and whilst
month after month goes »y, the people inside that Estate are
su;fevln. dlscom;ort, danger to property, risk to themselves.
This 1is what is wrong, anc this is why we said: "Enough is
enough" and this is why this motion was put in these forth-
right terms. We have had enouph, let us get on with it.

Vr 3peaker, if this motion has served to at least oring the
Goverrment to egree with us ®that enonurh is enough even though
trhey cannot vote for the motion and if it has served at least
to produce action in the forn of legal action or & gettlement
of the problem, thén something will have been achieved. Ve
will vote for the amended motion because ve cannot do anything
else, Iir Speaker. We have no choice but to vote in favour but
we cannot hide our dismay and our regret that the Government
has not .found itself able to go along with the spirit of this
motion. Thank you, Mr Speaker.

Mr Speaker then put the question in the terms of the motion,
as anended, and on a vote being.taken the following Hon Members
voted in favour.
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The Hon I Abecasis

The Hon A J Canepa

“h2 Hon Major F J  Dellipiani

The Hon M K Featherstone

The Hon Sir Joshua Hassan
* The Hon P J Isola

The Hon A P Lontegrlffo

The Hon Major R J Peliza

The Hon J E Perez

The Hon G T Restano

The Hor A W Serfaty

The Hon Dr R G Valarino

The Hon D Hull

The Hon R J Wallece

(]

The following Hon Members were absent from the Chambers

@

The Hon J Bossano
The Hon H J Zamnmitt

The motion was accordingly péssed.

ADJOURNMENT

HON CHIEF MINISTLR:

Mr Speaker, I propose that the House do adjourn sine die.

MR SPEAKER:

I now propose the question which is that this House do now

adjourn sine die and in doing so I will call on the Hon and

Gallant Major Peliza who has given notice that he wishes to. : e
raise on the adjournment matters in connection with the
statement made by the linister for Municipal Services on
the Electricity Department.

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: - D

Mr Speaker, thre are tworeasorns why I have rdised the patter,
one is that the matter is of very serious concern to everybody
in Gibraltar and to this House and requires a bit of airing,

a bit wmore than were able to do and, secondly, that when a
statement is made, as we &1l know, we can only ask questions
on clarification and therefore it is very difficult at times i
to put a point of view across which might be of some use to

the Goverament and also create a bit of interest too, as it

should be in a democracy, create public debate. OUn matters of
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this substance it is perhaps a good idea that the public

should be rmore aware of what is happening. I say more aware

becaure in the present age most people cannot live without

electricity any more. They do all their cooking with it,

they certainly need the lights at night, they need heaters

in winter, they need washing rachines to be working and above

all they nust have their television without which life is

very dull these days. But, of course, there are even more

. serious matters like 1lifts in high rise buildings like the
Tower Blocks and elderly people who find that the 1lift is

. not working may find it impossible to go out since climbing -
. up the steps and even coming down is something beyond their

strength. Also, it is worrying by the way that power is
switched off, anyone could be caught in the 1lift halfway
between two floors and that, to me, is a very dangerous .,
situation and perhaps things like thet which could not be
pointed out yesterday whilst.clarifying the statement can
be driven home today and this is why I have raised the
natter, Apari trom the fact that in the long term it might
.be useful to call sttention %o the Government of the very
serious situation that may be faced by the comzmunity ina the
not too distant future unless something very drastic is done
very quickly. Reading the statement, iir Speaker made me
indeed very worried. Ther» are thirteen generators, a
terrible number, it should have been either twelve or fourteen
It looks as if thirteen is a very unlucky number as far as the
Station is concerned, at least, recently. - I am not blaming
anybody for the type of generators that we bought or for
cracks in the foundaticns as I think the Government would
have been doing if it had been the other way round. They
would have said: "You bought those generators, you installed
those gererators, therefore if there aire any crack in the
foundations you did it, you are to blame."

With anything mecharical, sooner or later, faults can appear
end this is going on all the time everywhere but tre important
thing is to be quick in putting things right and having enough
vision to.take the necessary precautions to have a reserve
which can be used i situations such as this. This is,
perhaps, where the Government has failed and where they

can take quick remedial action, if possible, I just do not
know whethor it is not too late for that. I did not like the
tone at all of the Minister yesterday. I do not think that

it was threough ignorance that he did not give a categorical
Teply as to what:he thought mipht be the situation by 1981.
iven the Chief Minister did not give a categorical reply.

I do hope that they can make the position clearer tonight.

I will certairly give then the time to do so but they did not
do so yesterday and this, to me, was very worrying because if
one looks at the report, Mr Speaker, and one sees the narrow
nargin that we have between light and darkness, it might be
possible that we may have many more blackouss this winter and
perhaps even next winter and the situation is getting worse

as there are more and more houses and more and more families
housed and therefore core appliances being used and the
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because there are more

consuxption increased and not st
€ ay to have more electrical
e

houses, because people tend tc
appliances all the time and co quently the demand for
electricity is going to increase progressively and perhaps

very rapidly. I wish the !Minister could give us a clear
projection, if he has cne and I hope he has, of the demand

that he envisages within the next-ten years or at least within
the next five years because I understand it will take at least
five years to instal a new generator so if we started installing
it today, as far as my knowledge is concerned, and I hope I am

J
d

wrong, because otherwise we would be in very serious difficulty,

I hope I am wrong there, it will be in 1¢84. I understand,
before we have another generator functioning. I would like
the Minister to tell me (a) what is the projection for the
next five years, how he sees consumption rising, and (b) how
long it takes to instal a new generator. If we look at the
state of affairs of cur present engines it is certainly not

a rosy picture. Ve have in what they call the old side of
the Generating Station, eight engines which date back to the
veginning of this century. One night think that some of them
might have even started being driver by steam. They are
certainly very old machires and I think I nust congratulate
the staff of the Generating Staticn because they have Teen
Yent them very wgll and made to last. I think we have really
got value out of them but we cannot expect them to last for
ever and at the moment they are in a pretty bad,state, they
sare at the end of their life and I 'suppose not more valuable
than for scrap. I believe that they are very expensive to run,
they run on light and not heavy fuel which is more expensive.
I believe, too, that they creat certain probdblems with the
filters because you have to use two types of oil, the heavy
and light, and that affects the smooth running of the station.
“They also, obviously, take a lot of time for naintenance and
therefore perhaps peonple who could be repairing and making
sure that the rmaintenance of the good generators were up to
date, have got to be engaged in patching up the old ones, so
it is not just expense but also adequacy of maintenance for
the new generators which are Nos 9 to 13 on the new side of
the Gererating OStntion. Cne can almost discount the eight
0ld ones except, I believe, for No 8 which can be used and

it ccmes in to give a helping hand now and then when the
situation becones critical, In fact, in his report, the
lNinister very clearly said so. Le said: "The ﬁahep;ate
capacity is of 15,860 Kwm, so everything being Perfect if
they were really maintained and all working in perfect order
the maxipum we could get out of that is 15860Kw." He then

. goes on to say that, "the normal winter pesaks which are of the

order of 13,000/14,000," so if it is very, very cold, it might
demand-more€. : ’

HCON DR R G VALARINO:

We have never had more than 14,000, this is as much as we have
ever had. ’
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HON MAJOR R J PELIZA:

So, therefore, the worse situation then would oe 14,000 but
this is when all those engines are working well. Apart from
the 15,000, as he said in his report, it is possible to keep
4,500 KW from the old station, from the engines that are
costing us a lot and not producing as you can see all that
much. So that we have eight engines which can only produce

at its best 4500 kW but those engines are not very dependable
as the Minister will agree. They are Jjust there as a stand-by
but they are not a very reliable stand-by. If we add that_to
the 15,000 we get Jjust over 20,000, the denand is between 13000
and 14C00 at its normal peak, the most o fsr is 14,000, It
only needs, therefore, one or two serious faults and this
appears to be the case now because some nf the. engines and
some of the foundations are not all that relieble as we have
seen from the report. If one looks at the report, lir Speaker,
we find that No 1C was out of commission for three years. It
is a long time for an engine %o be out of comission, something
very serious must have happened. In fact, there are cracks

in the foundations and we have to keep levelling them Just to

‘keep it going, so the situation, if one looks at the foundations,

cracks in thc structure of the engines, we find that lio 10 is
cracked in the engine column, No 11 is the oae that I think is
operating satisfactorily. ‘This is the one that we cannot
.afford to stop because if something happens to that cne then
"we can be in trouble. <Yet us keep our fingers crossed and
let us hope thrt No 11 does not go. We go to No 12, again
engine foundations, and N¢ 13 is in full operation, I think,
it was due for maintenance in Cctober, he said that it would
be ready for winter and I suppose it is gcing to be ready for
winter. We find that in fact, as be explained in his report,
not all are working at full capacity for the fear that if
they were to make %to work at full capacity they could develop
other serious problems. The Tesult is that the engires arc
derated and the voltage going out is lower than it should be.
I am not a technical man but I am told that that can cause
trouble with some appliances. I understand that the tubes of
television sets might suddenly go if there are surges that
you do not normally get in our very good station. I would
Jike to know from the Minister if this is the case. I would
like to know whether what I have said has any foundation what-
soever and also whether the supply in any way affects the
reading of the meters, unit for unit. I woulc like to lmow
whether it has any effrc: at all. If it has not all the better
but these are the sort of questions that the oriinary man in
the street quite rightly is putting to himself becaure the vast
majority of the people of Gibraltar are not technicians, they
are ordinary people and I am speaking here for the ordinary .
people. The Minister, of course, is not a technical man either
but I think that in matters of this nature tre Minister should
have the information from his technical staff. After all, this’
is his responsibility it is not mine and these are the sort of

things, Mr Opeaker, that I believe the Minister should be given

an opportunity to make clear to the public since the Government
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has not been all that clear with what is feing on. Heppily
we have.had something yesterday, a statemént,iwh;;h égfg oi'
Egecla§1f¥ the‘ng;tiog but this statenext, surely, fs'not“

ul end o eveljufing theg have got to say. We cannot really
blace too nuch faith on the old engines, I certainly would not
and one canncot say, with any degree of confidence, that one
can rely all that much orn the new engines s0, conéecﬁentlv,

- when we look at the fisures between 15,000 and 14,C00, it is

a very clese 1,000. If we do away with the 4,500, which a
reasonable perscn would do, we are left with-; ve;v small i
margin, When I hear the projection of the linister Lif he
has one, as to what the demand is likely to he wi%hin the
next three to four years which is the time, as I said be;ore
that it wiil take to instal a new gennrato; then one can !
essume whether in the not too distant futuré develo;mnnLE
like the one that is going on in the marina now wiilvb;

able to have the electricity that we expect anyéne buyin

a ngw'h9use in Givraltar to get, and will get all the‘ogser
facilities that a modern home requires andxdc:ands.‘ I think
gersonally, that the Government has been very slow, Mr B
Speaker, in tackling this situvation. I believe that the
§1§uatlon shguld never have got as criticsl és it {; éo%ay

L do not believe there is an excuse because the ficﬁre°h )
produced in the statement clenrly show that there ;vs ;’

very good reason some’years back to o abead and ﬁa&e nore

-power available. That is very cleer. I know that they can

The. DoCkyard, If thes meve. phorr nenUoncy, it sonetimes
harbour, cannot afford to give it t us. Ve?fe Snderete
Fo *h’ noy gr To give it to us. I also understand
they are no longer prepared to give us part of what
they are progucing ir they have to go into the use of a new
generator just for us. I believe thst up to now we inva to
acquire the full supply. If that is not the case, it will
be very interesting to hear from the linister. wﬁethcr it
1s so or not, I do not helieve that Gibraliar should bde .
dependent on anybody else. I have always felt extremelw
proud of our electricity service. It has been oner? tze
things I have always said that 'in my living memory I have
never renerntered other than for proper naiﬁtbnancé with
proper warning, having power cuté, except for s%r*kﬂéVJ
but not through breskdowns of the nature that we ;f; ;hein )
now. Nor do I remember ever, in my living memery néih; ©
without water. I know thet I had to ro.wftibé EBquG gf-
buckets to fetch it when I was a little boy becaus%‘there

was no supply to the house but I was very proud to say

whgrever I have 'been that Gidbreliar has never been without
water we have never hsd to ration water znd Gibraltar has
bever.been without electricity, notwithntandjrr‘the fro;*ie
blockade. feel very sorry that I carno: séfdthgt a ;or:
y¥en we look at the report we read about consult&nts ngoing i
D?gg to a numbdber of years, and more consultants, and'séhémes
with thg pockyard, etc. Surely, there nust be a target date
beyond which there should be no more consulting. Surei the
Goverzment should have said: "it this point of time weyﬁave
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to make a decision, we must acquire a new generating station,
because by the year so and so we nmust have it installed
because we have a Developzent Frofrarme which is going to
derand nore because there are old c¢ngines which have got to
be scrapped.” 3But instead of raking that decision at that
particular time, we go on consulting, discussing, finding

out if we can have another scheme and now at this very moment
of time, when we have reached a very critical situation the
Government does not even kncw where they are going to put the
engine. How lonsg is it going to take now to find a site? -
How ruch more consultation has ot to go on before we actually
acquire the very needed engine? It is a very sorry state of
affairs and I really say this with all sincerity because I
will never be able to say that we have never had a blackout
in Gibraltar for lack of power supply. We had them already,
what we have got to do is to see if we can prevent it. I
hope it is not a very cold wintetr for more than one reason
but, certainly, from the point of view of the electrical
power supply because if we do have a bad winter it might

‘"reach the critical stage when there will be more blackouts
‘and I do hope that the Almighty, who always seems to come

to the-aid of Gibraltar, will come to our aid this winter
as well. ’

HON CHI;r MINISTER:

Mr upea?ﬁr, I an’ going to deal with one or two of the najor
items because it is a matter which I know a little about
btecause of ay experience in the City Council. One of the
things thnt is nost regrettable about this matter is how
little knoaledge there is about the intricacies of this
matter because of the way that our constitution has developed.
since the City Council-ceased to exist. These matters were
always dealt with jointly by all Councillors, they knew all
the details, they knew all the developments, and there was
never any problem there and 3i{ there was everybody shared it
because  they knew what it was. Nowadays, members. of the
Opposition sperd years and they never go anywhere near the
Power 3tation, they .do not know how the thing works, they

do not know what the problers are, they do not know anything
except, of course, to come Tiere and criticise. Sometines,
it is fully Jjustified, other %times it is not Jjustified. What
I an saying is that Uthere ave nmany gquestions which were put
both resterday and today whicn a Minister cannct expect to
be able to answer in detail Justifiadly unless he has got a
Head of Department rnext to him. A Minister is responsible
for the policy, he is not responsible for the detailed
inforration that has been asked across the floor. It may.
be possible to do that in comnittee with people around.

Bven for a limited answer one has to be in consultation
with the Heads of Departrment to be able to say what the
position is. It is all very well to talk big 'irn this way
but the matter is a matter of great detail, For example,
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-Hon and Gallant lember said that we we
-

yesterday one of the questions that remained unanswered was
the question of why didn't we have 24 hours votice of power
cuts. HKow easy it is.to .say that, and I sgecifically asked
the City Electrical ZEngineer to reporu to me on this matter
in order that I would an able to tell the Hor se what the
problems are., No Minister, nobody, unless he is the officer
who is responsible himselfy can expect-to have at his eldbow
all this information. I have a 1ong report here and I do not
want tc take a lons time, but there are very ssrious
technical objecti~ns to soreadi“g the load, apart from the
fact that the Doo1t1on at the Power utut*on at the time when
it is wanted, this is when it is & C“lul 2l period, that the
position changes fron moment to momsnt, the districts are not
the same, the demarnd m 2y ve bigger, the demand is always
bigger in any district after there has been a cut and there
are all sorts of difficult technicalities in the uaiter and
therefore it is very difficult. I am going to make a copy

of this interesting report and 1 am going to circulate it

to members because I think the more members know about these
matters, when they make their criticisms, as they arc fully
justified to do, the more threy will understand the probleas
which one has to live wi*h That  is why I want to say one

or two things before the Minister replies to some of ‘the
technical questions with which he may te more up to.date.
First of all, let me say, when I w in the Ante Roon having
a word with our City Electrical- Engineer, I heard that the
re not going to have

an engine until 1$84. That is absolute non ense, we hope
that by eighteen months from now a five megawatt engine

can be installed Whiu; ig really what is wunted for the

next three years. The new power stztirn, which he dealt

with in the second part of the report, is a different thing

I am not going to talk adbout that now tecause  the motion on
the adjournment is on the situation. In fact, a lot of ground
work has been done on -this, rot only the question of taking
consultants reports and so on, contacts have heen nade by the
engineers with different possible supplies subject, of course,
to tender. Iext week we have the llanaging Director of one of
the big supplle“s who comes to discuss p0°51b111t*es. This
has not arisen as a result of this question, this is a natter
which has been laid on for some time and it takes time to do
these thinbs. I will not deal with the bigger ones, that will
be discussed at a later stare and we will perhans be making
statements of progress, but I would likxe to assure the House
and through the House the people of Gitraltar, that it has
been a misfortune that a number of breaxdowns have occcured

in relatively new engires, this happens everywhere, the
Palace of VWestminster was in darkness the other night and

the whole of the district was without light through technical
difficulties for over three hours. Imagine what it is to
have a sector like Vestzinster in England in darxnesz. Ve
only had one very tad day, that was Thursday, that was really
the worst days ever, as the liinister said in his statement,
except for a major breakdown that we had some years' ago when

I
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they were for hours at the Power Station and ‘it took one of

our tachnicians, who is row retired, who was able to discover
what it was about, . The Hon Menmber who has spoken oa the
adjournment has rightly started by referring to the great
importance and reliance that the whole aspect of 1life has

got on electricity. Offices don't work, electric typewriters
do not work, the audio machines do not work, we are absolutely
relying on electricity and therefore you cannot take it away.
I1f you take away the water supply for 2 or 3 hours, you do not
see the fact that the water is not there, you ;ust do without
but the electricity is vital and that is why it is so important
‘that people should realise that sometimes there are technical
nisfortunates which no amount of foresight can prevent. It
was a series of misfortunes that happened during those days,
orne on top of the other, when you got over one crisis something
else care but it is also a matter of the necessity to keep
these engines properly tha: sonetimes w2 really cannot keep
up with., Anyhow, all I say at this stage is that the question
of the installation of an extra engine be it at King's Bastion,
where I would not like to see it but where it may have to go
in lieu of some of the old enrngines that will have to be
scrapped, or be it Somewhere else, a aew engine of about 5
megawatts can be and will be, we hope, in operatior within
eighteen months at the most fiom abcut now.

HON P J ISCLA: .

enker, may I say I wvelcome th~t last statement. I am
to hear that a five megawatt engine will be installed
thin eighteen months. I think that is progress from
sterday. A lot of misunderstanding might have been
avoided if the IMinister had anncunced this yesterday, if
not in his seven-page statement, when he was answering
quecstions.

HON DR R G VALARILO:

Mr Speake the Hon lMember mentions serious concern. Ve all
chare this sorious concern. I must remind him tlLat the
generators have been bought as power requirements have
developed. A new generator can be installed, as the Chief
Mfiinister said, in eipghteen months and this will be done.
The other thing he talked about was the public. Tne public
is fully aware of what is happerning. We have made three
statemantes in the House answered many questions and provided
ss
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answers to pre uestions, and I have put out a long
conzunique, There is not nuch else I can say except that

as sceon as firn decisions are taken I will immediately report
to the House and I hope that with the Chief MNinister's state-
ment, ny own statecment which covered seven pages, and my
brief intervertions, the llexbers opposite are more in the
light; so to speak. .
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HON CHIEF MINISTER:

There 1s one point that has been broupht to my notice which

I did not answer, 'which the lion Member raised and that was

the question of the lowering of the voltage. It.is permissible
to lowsér it up to &% without damage or forcing anything and it
has never been lowered, not even in this crisis, below 43%, so
it is within the safety margin.

HON P J ISOLA:

I understood there was going tc be & statement made on
Engineer House before the end of the meeting.

HON CHIEF MINISTER: ) ‘

It is not very much more but I just wanted to confirm the
legal position with regard to Engineer House.

First of all, under the terms of the licence, the Government
took the premises back after lezmal action in 1974 but under
the terms of the contract it is bound to put up the premicses
for sale in such conditiorsg.as it is considered recsonable,
and the proceeds, less expenses, must be paid to the company.

‘This would have been alripght if we had wanted to 'dispose cf

the property by sale but by the time the property was teken
over it is intended ard it is desired that the property should
be for public use by the Government for building trere and for
road widening and for putting up the area in a better condition,
and of course, in ,those circumstnnces we cannot put it out for
sale but we must try and come te terms with the cwners.
Discussion was taking place with the representative of the
Company when, unfortunately, bBoth menbers of the ccempany

that owned the concession died and then the company went

bust and then there was nobody with whom to do business. Now
there is a liquidator, the Legal Department is in touch with
him and, hopefully, we can come to terms of acquiring, by
agreenent, rather than by having it put out for sale if only
to test the vilue and be able to buy it at that price.

Mr Speaker then put the question which was resolved in the
affirmative and the House adjourned sine die.

The adjournment of the House sine die was taken at 6.%0 pm
on Thursday- the lst November, 1579.
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